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What to write in spring? Things have barely started this season. This time last year Penny and I dis-
covered the first Pancalia schwarzellas in Sussex since 1931. That was a nice little story that turned 
up just in time for the spring newsletter. Last edition was the write up of the Flame Brocade/
Crimson Speckled/media madness saga. I have nothing quite so exciting to report over this winter. 
No Bloxworth Snouts. Nothing.

So what has happened this winter? Well, I gave a talk at Butterfly Conservation’s National Moth 
Recording Conference entitled ‘What Makes the Sussex Moth Group Tick?’ It went down very well 
and we are certainly doing something right to attract attention from BC at the national level. Our 
newsletter, thanks to Penny and all who contribute, is a great way of not just informing the group, 
but people outside the group, of what we are up to. The lively, thriving nature of the group is re-
flected in the newsletter. Please keep up the good work and keep submitting articles that are fac-
tual and entertaining. It’s good that we don’t take ourselves too seriously. After all, if you stand 
back and look at moths and what we do, it is pretty hilarious at times!

Andy Phillips and the Hastings moth-ers are happy to call themselves Sussex Moth Group: Hasting 
Branch. They will all be sending in their subs just like regular members and submitting articles (I 
think we would like to give them their own regular pages) and events in the same way. They’ll also 
get access to our insurance but I think it is unlikely we will see an increase in attendance at the 
Woods Mill meetings.

We moved the tables and chairs 
around for the last indoor meeting. 
This made much more sense and 
people seemed happier with it. 
Also moving into the classroom for 
coffee seemed like a welcome 
change too. We’ll stick to this new 
set-up if people are happy with it. 
Please bear in mind that it takes 
quite a while to get the tables and 
chairs into this arrangement and 
we have to put them back again at 
the end of the night. Any help do-
ing so will always be greatly appre-
ciated.

In this edition, I announce the 
launch of our photographic competition and also, just as a bit of fun, an ongoing moth-listing page. 
So the theme for 2012 it would appear is a little friendly competition. I’m not sure how these will be 
taken up, but I’m certainly going to have some fun with this in 2012.

Lists, cameras, traps and generators at the ready then! Let the 2012 moth Olympics begin!

Chairmans report by Graeme Lyons
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We wish you a merry Death’s Head!

A final moth flourish to 2011 came in a deathly shape, with a Death’s Head Hawk-moth found in 
an East Dean garden, in East Sussex, on December 12th.

Carole and David Jode reported this moth which was found dead on their neighbour’s lawn at 
first light; it wasn’t there at sunset the previous night.

Thanks to Carole and David for sending this report in and for the photo.

Membership subscriptions are now due for the year beginning April 1st 2012, the cost remaining 
at £5.

You can either bring your money to the AGM or post it (with your details) to the Treasurer, Alice 
Parfitt, 1 Sunnyside Cottages, North Street, Storrington, W. Sussex, RH20 4PB.

Some members have asked about the possibility of setting up a standing order to pay their sub-
scription. If this is something you would like to do, please get in contact with Alice at                
aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk

2012 Membership Subscriptions
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Fir Carpet Thera vetustata: a species new to Britain        
by Matthew Sennitt

The influx of exciting, colourful and rare migrants caught in the first week in October inspired me 
to set my moth trap on the evening of October 9th. Death’s Head Hawk-moth, Crimson Speckled, 
Vestal, Ni Moth, Flame Brocade and other awesome finds all seemed possible. Furthermore, the 
warm evening air and cloudy conditions pointed to an exhilarating catch in the morning. I was 
therefore somewhat disappointed to find only 27 moths in the trap on the 10th October and that 
such migrants as were present were old favourites, such as L-album Wainscot (1), Setaceous He-
brew Character (2), Large Yellow Underwing (1) and Silver Y (1). During this purple patch I was 
hoping to add at least one new species to my garden list standing then at 201 macro-moths in 
the three years I have been recording moths. I e-mailed Colin Pratt “You're right I managed to 
miss the immigrant excitement, despite keeping an eye open. I was hoping to catch the tail of it 
last night, but no.”

I had mailed Colin because there was indeed one specimen I hadn’t immediately recognised, a 
greyish carpet well marked, but drab by the standards of the moth-hunting of that exhilarating 
week. The moth was amazingly inert, strongly resisting removal from its pot, and then moving 
minimally to re-compose itself when I finally shook it out. As a consequence I managed only 2 
views of the moth even though I took about a dozen photographs. One of these I sent to Colin 
with the suggestion that it was an out of season Blue-bordered Carpet; the species most similar 
in my usual references, photographs in the UK moths and Norfolk moths websites and the illus-
trations of Richard Lewington in Waring and Townsend.

Colin thought this was unlikely and suggested I check out the Garden Carpet variation ‘thules’; 
certainly a better seasonal choice. However, two things made this very unlikely for me. Firstly 
was the behaviour, or indeed lack of behaviour, shown by this moth, as I have always found Gar-
den Carpet difficult to photograph, as it rarely settles easily. Secondly, and more clearly seen in 
the second view of the moth, Colin pointed out that the tip of the abdomen was turned up. I sent 
this photograph immediately to Colin and received a cautious but intriguing reply, ‘I am suffi-
ciently concerned over a continental possibility that I've submitted it to The Moth Man at the 
Natural History Museum.’
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By co-incidence, both Martin Honey (a.k.a. the Moth Man) at the Natural History Museum and I 
were away for the next two weeks, so it was not until October 31st that I heard from Colin again 
and then just asking whether I had kept the specimen of the moth. Unfortunately I had released 
it on the day of capture, not realising its significance and so my photographs were the only re-
cord. Four further e-mails over the next two days asked for more details of the capture and mys-
teriously whether there had been any plantings of Silver Fir in my vicinity. The game was on. 

On November 2nd I received an enthusiastic telephone call from Colin to tell me he had sent me 
an e-mail that I should look at immediately. It contained the instruction:-Please find below the 
recent correspondence on your Carpet moth. Great news!  It said:-

‘’My colleague (Jaan Viidalepp, author of the Larentiinae part of The geometrid moths of Europe) 
has responded and confirmed my identification. It is a male specimen of Thera vetustata ([Denis 
& Schiffermüller], 1775), a species new to Britain!’’

Wow. My drab little carpet was famous and word was out. A Christmas fairy tale? Apparently 
almost the first person Martin Honey saw at the British Entomological and Natural History Society 
meeting on November 5th. came up to him asking for details of the species. Over the next few 
weeks some details of its distribution and habitat came to me via Colin and Martin. It is a widely 
distributed but uncommon moth from Central Europe, where the larvae feed on Common Silver 
Fir in mountainous regions. However, specimens have also been taken where Silver Fir is absent 
but Norway Spruce occurs, making this possibly  additional larval food plant. The adults in Europe 
fly from May to September. A paper is currently being written for the Entomologists Gazette.

After a very brief discussion we decided that the most apt English name for the species was Fir 
Carpet, reflecting its known larval food plant. We may never be one hundred percent certain 
whether this specimen journeyed to England in the glittering company of Death’s Head Hawk-
moths, Crimson Speckleds, Vestals, Ni Moths and Flame Brocades or whether it was an introduc-
tion, but it is now one to look out for in the future.

Pictures by Matthew Sennitt
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Sussex has possibly got more garden moth trappers per square inch than any other county in Brit-
ain. However in 2011 only two moth trappers from the county took part in the Garden Moth 
Scheme (The tiny Channel Isles had 7!). Can we get more to join in for 2012?

Have you heard of the Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) before? It is the fastest growing garden moth 
trapping project in Britain and Ireland. In 2011, we had 345 gardens taking part in the GMS. They 
are from as far away as Shetland in the north, Channel Isles in the south, Southwold, Suffolk in the 
east and Tralee, County Kerry, Ireland in the west and they run traps from everywhere from the 
balcony of a block of flats to the most remote garden.

So, why don’t you give GMS a try in 2012? All you need to do to take part, is to count the moths in 
your garden moth trap once per week from March 2nd to November 2nd and you’re even allowed a 
few weeks off to go on holiday! You’re probably doing that already? So why not make your garden 
moth records doubly valuable? I’m sure that you are already sending your records to your county 
moth recorder and it’s vital that you keep doing that, but why don’t you send them to the GMS as 
well for a recording scheme with a difference?

What we are trying to do is to monitor what is happening to common moths in your garden by 
counting them on a regular basis. Then over the years we can compare, year by year how much 
commoner the Footman moths are getting and how much rarer the Lunar Underwing and Swift 
Moths are getting. And even more excitingly we can compare week by week how they are doing in 
the north of Scotland or the west of Ireland compared with your back garden!

So, what can the records from your garden help us to achieve if you took part in GMS? You would 
be taking part in the 10th year of GMS recording, which has grown from 29 gardens in the West 
Midlands to its current level. With 10 years of data we will begin to predict trends in common 

Do you trap moths in your garden? by Dave Grundy, of GMS
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moth populations. But, not just that, with over half a million records in the database we can pull out 
all sorts of other valuable facts. Statisticians from Birmingham University are helping us to analyse all 
the data in a scientific way.

For instance you maybe thought that common moths were common everywhere? GMS data can 
show that isn’t true for all species. It maybe isn’t a surprise to you that there were 40 times as many 
Light Brown Apple Moths recorded per Channel Isles garden compared with Scottish gardens. How-
ever, it might be a surprise to know that there were ten times as many Riband Waves recorded in 
the average SE England garden when compared with the average Scottish garden! And did you know 
that there are also east west trends too? Canary-shouldered Thorn is five times commoner in Wales 
than in the East of England, while Small Phoenix is ten times commoner! 

The graph below is for GMS data showing population trends for three common Wainscots; had you 
noticed the declines in two of these species? (It plots average numbers recorded per garden)

Again it might seem like common sense, but GMS statistics are now proving that more moths and 
more species occur in rural gardens than in urban gardens, a fact that has maybe not been proven 
before? 

Continued….
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The graph below shows an inverse correlation between total numbers of moths trapped and the 
per cent of built-up area. 

So, what’s stopping you? You’ve heard how good it is, now get in touch with us straight away to 
join in with GMS for 2012. Your garden is vital to help us with achieving this vital research into the 
health of our garden wildlife and that of the wider countryside. It is free to join in with GMS and 
you get a regular newsletter five times a year plus an Annual Report. You are welcome at our An-
nual Conference and to join our GMS chatsite if you need help with ID or just want to swap notes 
on what you are trapping and check out our website at www.gardenmoths.org.uk. Get in touch 
with me now for more information or to join in by emailing me on dgcountryside@btinternet.com

When I owned my first garden in the early 1970’s, I looked upon it as an area I could transform to 
match a picture I had conjured up in my imagination. A patch with a ‘wow’ factor! I designed a 
layout on graph paper, devised a colour scheme, purchased the necessary raw materials and set to 
work. The garden thrived on intensive labour but I soon had to face the fact that the living ele-
ments in my outdoor room didn’t stay perfect for long. They not only had to cope with hugely vari-
able climatic conditions but were under constant attack by predators, parasites and viruses. Holes 
and blemishes appeared in leaves, buds became deformed, plants withered. I invested in a book 
on how to recognise and deal with garden pests and diseases.

Thirty years later Rodney and I bought an area of ancient semi-natural woodland in East Sussex. It 
had obviously been managed intensively in the past but in more recent times had fallen into a 
state of neglect. Areas of hazel coppice had been overshadowed and huge conifers lay mangled 
where they had probably fallen in the Great Storm of 1987; the whole complex was a dark, gloomy 
tangle of trees from one end to the other. Before we could put pen to graph paper to draw a map 
with a management plan superimposed, we needed to make decisions about what we intended to 

Altered perspective by Heather Martin



Page 9SUSSEX MOTH GROUP NEWSLETTER

In a complete about turn to previous reactions generated by blemishes, lumps and contortions on 
plant material, I now actively search for abnormalities as signs of the life cycles of various insects. The 
books and web sites I seek out contain information on leaf miners and micro moths and when these 
prove inadequate, I resort to e-mailing Tony Davis. My 
thanks to him for patiently answering numerous queries. 

Late autumn is an excellent time for novices like me to hunt 
for larvae that have taken up residence in foliage and stems. 
Many of the trees have already shed most of their leaves, 
making those that remain easier to inspect and bare 
branches on re-growing coppice cants are more straightfor-
ward to manoeuvre between to access low-growing plants. 

At the beginning of November 2011 I found large numbers of 
funnel-shaped blotches on bramble leaves – the creations of 
Emmetia marginea larvae. The name seemed familiar and 
when I delved back through my records, I discovered a pho-
tograph of the minute ochre coloured moth taken on the 
30th April. I had observed it resting on a bramble leaf and 
needed to pot and inspect it with a magnifying glass to make 
sure that it really was a moth and not a fly. Now this gave me 
a feeling of great satisfaction, akin to the sense of achieve-
ment of solving a brain-teaser puzzle I suppose, because I 
now had evidence of the complete life cycle of this particular creature.

Bramble is a ubiquitous species. Its rampant 
nature produces impenetrable thickets of arching stems liberally coated 
with flesh-ripping thorns and result in it often being labelled as a prob-
lem plant – a weed that needs to be controlled. But when you start to 
consider the conservation benefits, the cover and shelter it provides for 
wildlife, the fact that it is a food source for birds, small mammals, 
moths, butterflies and numerous other species of insects, then perhaps 
more informed decisions can be made on how to manage its spread.  
Was the ground flora that provided habitat before the bramble smoth-
ered it of more value or not? This requires patient observation of the 
area over a period of time and careful inspection of stems and foliage 
for signs of eggs, attack, or invasion.                         

              Continued…..

do with the wood in the long term. In order to make these decisions we needed to assess what we 
had bought. This was the start of a learning process that will continue as long as we are the owners. I 
have also found it to be addictive because once I had started ferreting around for evidence and clues 
as to what was living within our boundaries, I couldn’t stop.

by Heather Martin

by Heather Martin
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Some of you may know about the ‘pan-species listing’ I have been taking part in over the last few 
years. It’s been a great way of branching out into the more difficult areas of natural history, includ-
ing micro moths.  The great thing about pan-species listing is that it is modular. i.e., you can pull 
your life list of birds straight out of it, or your life list of moths.

So I wanted to try and encourage a little friendly competition within the group and see where it 
goes. Here are the rankings from the people who have compiled their life list of moths (from the 
whole of the UK, not just Sussex).

1. Tony Davis 1510
2. Graeme Lyons  840
3. Jake Everitt   653
4. Dave Green  555
5. Penny Green  550

I know this might seem like something totally trivial, but listing DOES produce records. It gets you 
out looking for those species you have always wanted to see AND with a little competition, gets a 
real sense of camaraderie going. So, if anyone wants to add up how many moths (macros AND 
micros) they have seen then send your total to me at graemelyons@hotmail.com. If it becomes 
popular, I’ll update this list for every newsletter.

If you are not sure how to keep track of a list like this then by far the best way is to use database 
software like Mapmate or Recorder (you can record all biological data on these, not just moths). If 
this is not for you then perhaps you could use a checklist like the one on the UKmoths website.

Tony Davis may be miles ahead but rather than see this as off putting, I see it as an inspiring record 
of mothing achievement! I’ve added six new species already this year and it’s not 
even April! Maybe this year I will catch up with some of my bogey moths. The 
Lappet or the Northern Drab. Maybe I’ll finally see a Clifden Nonpareil.

The 2012 Moth Olympics by Graeme Lyons

Continued...

To identify the perpetrators of the latter, detailed reference material is essential that ideally 
starts with the plant, illustrates the damage, describes the life cycle and provides a photograph of 
the emergent adult. Tony Davis, your new Microleps BlogSpot is going to be constantly checked 
to see whether it features the plants I am trying to examine – now how about a book?      

Northern Drab by Mike Snelling
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In deciding to take a 12 day break in Lanzarote with my wife last autumn, starting 9th October, I 
realised I would miss a period of very good moth-ing in the UK. When checking out on the web the 
lists of birds and butterflies seen by previous holiday-makers in Lanzarote at this time, I realised 
also that we were not going to get a large lists of birds or butterflies (and by inference moths) 
there. However there was a good chance of seeing Houbara Bustard and Barbary Falcon.

When we arrived at our resort – Costa Teguise – we found that volcanic larva, rocks and dust was 
the normal soil there but that there were many flowering bushes, succulents and cacti in the coun-
tryside surrounding our hotel. Surprisingly there is a golf club 3 kms from our hotel – where they 
have produced grass fairways and greens by using extensive irrigation. This seemed rather a luxury 
but we were told that all the water is produced by desalination.

On our first day we decided to walk to the golf club where the irrigation was likely to produce a 
few birds. It was even hotter than usual for Lanzarote but we seemed to have arrived at a good 
time for flowering plants. There seemed to be lots of white  ‘butterflies’ flying about so we decide 
to take photos to try to identify them. However we quickly realised that almost all of them were 
Crimson Speckled moths ! We saw dozens of them – there were probably 100’s  of them in the 
surrounding countryside. We kept looking for other species of moth but only saw one Vestal. This 
was a very good start to the holiday especially since we also saw some birds including Pied Fly-
catchers, Spectacled warblers and Barbary Partridges etc.

During subsequent days the numbers of Crimson Speckleds diminished and the bird and butterfly 
and moth list did not expand too far. However while we were birding we picked up the odd insect 
and every night I checked out the many lights in the grounds of the hotel catching and photograph-
ing several moths. Catching the moths was a ‘Heath Robinson’ affair because I had forgotten to 
pack any pots so I had to use empty plastic wine tumblers, sealing them with flyers for excursions! 
In the end the butterfly list included Monarch, Cleopatra, Clouded Yellow, Long-tailed Blue and 
Painted Lady .

The moth list was not long although I have several still to identify (but almost all will probably re-
main unidentified) and I was ignoring small micros – of which there were several. However there 
were one or two very nice moths – Small Marbled, Eublemma cochylioides, Spoladea recurvalis 
(several), and Golden Twin-spot – so in the end the holiday was a good one especially since we saw 
Houbara Bustard, Barbary Falcon, Trumpeter Finch etc. The weather and the unique countryside 
were super extras.

Lanzarote Moths by Mike Snelling

Crimson Speckled by Bob Eade
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Field Events 2012

Date & time Location Grid ref Notes

 Sat 14th April  
7:00pm

Warren Cottage, Hastings 
Country Park NR

TQ 8602 1162 Bring change for parking     
metre at visitor centre car park       

 Sat 19th May           
7:30pm

Shornden Meadow,    
Alexanda Park

TQ 8019 1046 Meet at Shornden Reservoir.

 Thurs 7th June        
8:15pm

Benfield Country Park TQ 2637 0779 In 2010 we recorded 100+ 
species including Tree-lichen 
Beauty and Brussel’s Lace.

 Sat 9th June      
8:00pm

Marline Valley SWT      
Reserve

TQ 7838 1119 Meet at Ingleside car park.

 Fri 15th June          
8:00pm

Brickfield Meadow SWT 
Reserve, Fairwarp

TQ 472 264 Meet at Foresters Arms,     
Oldlands Hill, Fairwarp. 

 Fri 22nd June   
8:00pm

Brede High Wood TQ 8042 2061 Meet at Brede High Wood.

 Sun 24th June   
9:00am

Powdermill Trust’s    
Rotherfield Reserve

TQ 556 290 Public event: opening of the 
trap after National Moth Night

 Fri 6th July                 
8:30pm

Flatropers Wood  SWT 
Reserve

TQ 860 232 Target species: Scarce 
Merveille de Jour, Festoon, 
Triangle, Clay Fan-foot.

 Tues 10th July               
8:30pm

Woods Mill SWT Reserve TQ 2184 1378 Target species: Nascia cilialis 
and Dotted Fan-foot.

 Fri 13th July            
8:30pm

Eridge Rocks SWT Reserve TQ 555 355 Meet at car park off Warren 
Farm Lane.

 Sat 14th July    
8:00pm

St Helens Park Nature       
Reserve

TQ 8170 1169 Meet at St Helens Park Road.

 Fri 20th July   
8:30pm

Filsham Reedbed SWT 
Reserve

TQ 7807 0963 Public event. Meet at Reeds-
wood Road entrance. 

 21st & 22nd July        
8:30pm & 9:00am

Lane End Common,  
North Chailey

TQ 403 222 Set up moth traps at 8:30pm & 
open them at 9am next day.

Page 12
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Leader: Andy Philips  threecubes@gmail.com 

Leader: Ralph Hobbs  ralph.hobbs@tesco.net  

Leader: Karen Pritty  k.pritty@btinternet.com   01273 890012  

Leader: Alice Parfitt  aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk   07880 716653

Leader: Graeme Lyons graemelyons@sussexwt.org.uk   07880 716650

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check that the event 
is still going ahead.

Always wear sturdy footwear and take a torch along with you. If you would like to take trapping 
equipment along with you then please contact the event organiser to check what kit is already being 
taken (e.g. generators etc.)

Date & time Location Grid ref Notes

 Sat 4th August      
7.15pm    

Southerham SWT        
Reserve, Lewes

TQ 4274 0937 BOOKING NECESSARY. Meet 
at the yard on time (7.15pm). 
Parking spaces are limited, 
you will be ferried to the site. 
Torches essential. Target: 
chalk grassland species.

 Sat 11th August     
8:00pm

Barley Lane Meadow,    
Hastings Country Park NR

TQ 8385 1051 Meet at Barley Lane car park. 
Bring change for parking   
metre.

 Sat 8th September 
7:00pm

Summerfields Wood TQ 8097 0956 Meet at Summerfields Leisure 
Centre car park.

 Thurs 11th October  
5:45pm

Iping SWT Reserve SU 8522 2199 Meet at Iping car park. Target 
species: Southern Chestnut 
and Flounced Chestnut.

 Sat 13th October     
5:00pm

Warren Glen, Hastings 
Country Park NR

TQ 8602 1162 Bring change for parking     
metre at visitor centre car 
park.

 Sat 10th November 
4:00pm

Warren Cottage, Hastings 
Country Park NR

TQ 8602 1162 Bring change for parking     
metre at visitor centre car 
park.
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HAVE YOU EVER SEEN

THE STAG BEETLE OR THE ROSE CHAFER IN SUSSEX ?

by S. J. Patton

The Stag Beetle Lucanus cervus L. is widespread in much of West Sussex but in the eastern vice-
county is only permanently established at Ringmer. The insect’s county history was published in 

2000 and its range is dictated by  climate, rainfall determining the pattern of distribution. After dec-
ades of increasing territory  towards the Kent border, high precipitation during the late 1990’s 

forced a contraction back to that held during the 1940’s.

                                                                                                                  
                                                                                    by R. Key

The Rose Chafer Cetonia aurata L. is currently very thinly distributed on the downs from Newhaven 
to Arundel. Its history too has been published, in 2007 - after a loss of territory after the 1980’s, this 

day-flying ½” long brilliant metallic green beetle is now increasing its range in the county. 

IF YOU HAVE SEEN EITHER OF THESE BEETLES AND WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO A MODERN 
SURVEY OF THEIR STATUS, THEN PLEASE CONTACT COLIN PRATT

By telephone – 01273 586780, By e-mail – colin.pratt@talk21.com, 

By post – 5, View Road, Peacehaven, East Sussex, BN10  8DE

Colin Pratt is also researching the different forms that Acleris hastiana (1053) 
takes in Sussex, and is interested in receiving any photos you might have of 
this species. Also any photos of Acleris cristana (1054), Acleris literana 
(1061), and the Oak Nycteoline Nycteola revayana (2433). Please send any 
photos to colin.pratt@talk21.com 

Acleris hastiana

by Bob Foreman
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We talked about launching this last year but for one reason or another, it never happened. This 
year it’s on. So, how is going to work? From now until this time next year I’ll be accepting photo-
graphs at this email address comps@sussexmothgroup.org.uk or if you are not digital, prints to me 
at my home address:

117 Chester Terrace, Brighton, BN1 6GD.

The panel we comprised of the whole committee (who will sadly not therefore be able to join in) 
and there will be 1st, 2nd and 3rd cash prizes of £50, £25 and £10. ALL photographs submitted will be 
used on the Sussex Moth Group website regardless of whether you win. The photo/s must be 
taken between now and the AGM in 2013, so no submitting photos of rare moths taken 10 years 
ago! Also, it must be from Sussex, otherwise, where’s the fun?!

Obviously composition and quality of image will be a major factor in awarding a winning photo-
graph but factors such as rarity, difficult species (like micros), unusual stages (such as larvae that 
are rarely seen) and perhaps a species that is rarely encountered these days will also help. So a 
beautifully composed full screen shot of a micro moth larvae not seen in Sussex since 30 BC, al-
though not classically beautiful, may help you on your way to a winning position. There will be a 
number of runners up prizes too.

Don’t worry about image size, if you can’t email it, please send it on a disk to the address above.

What I’d love to do is produce a huge collage of all the entries with the winners in the centre. Per-
haps something we could then use at events? We could reveal this and the winners at the AGM in 
2013.

So this competition is not just about great photos, your subject is a big part of it too. It would have 
to be some pretty amazing photography to get a Small Quaker into a winning position. Happy 
mothing, happy photographing and I hope you enjoy taking part and this gets you out looking for 
species you may not have seen before. If this works, perhaps we could do it as an annual thing and 
have a ‘theme’ each year.

Sussex Moth Group’s photo competition 2012
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Sussex Moth Group Committee
Chairman Graeme Lyons graemelyons@sussexwt.org.uk 01273-497506

Secretary Wendy Alexander wkalexander@btinternet.com 01424-212894

Treasurer Alice Parfitt aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk 01903-740212

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273-586780

Newsletter Editor Penny Green pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk 01273-497521

Webmaster Bob Foreman bob@littlesnails.com 01444-483745

In the spirit of the 2012 Olympics this issue is very much about getting involved and a bit of 
healthy competition! Whether it’s sending in one of your prize moth photos, organising a moth 
trapping event, signing up for the Garden Moth Scheme or counting up your moth list to see 
how many species you’ve seen, we can all get involved and play an active role in the Sussex 
mothing community which we’re so very lucky to have.             Best wishes, Penny

Many thanks to the SxBRC for printing this newsletter.

An amusing picture sent in by Colin Pratt of how lepidopterists were regarded in the 1920’s!  




