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Last call for Sussex micro-moth records
by Colin R. Pratt, F.R.E.S.

The “Revised History of the Butterflies and Moths of Sussex” is currently being updated and in a 
year or two will hopefully be published as hard copy. This time all of the Sussex Lepidoptera will be 
included. Records of the small-sized micro-moths are being detailed for the first time since 1905 
and each will have its comparative distributions mapped for the first time ever. This section of the 
work is currently being completed, so this is a final request for micro records - butterflies and 
macro-moths to be tackled later. In short, if you would like your records to be included, this is your 
last chance.   

Sussex Moth Group Committee
Chairman Graeme Lyons graemelyons@sussexwt.org.uk 01273-497506

Secretary Wendy Alexander wkalexander@btinternet.com 01424-212894

Treasurer Alice Parfitt aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk 01903-740212

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273-586780

Newsletter Editor Penny Green pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk 01273-497521

After dreaming of moths all through the long cold winter, I wonder what exciting finds we’ll 
have in Sussex this mothing season, and if the prolonged cold weather will have had an impact 
on our resident species. Well, there’s only one way to find out—let’s dust off our moth traps 
and nets, and get out in the field! I hope you have a successful year’s mothing, and that reading 
Colin Pratt’s ’Opportunities for Big Game Hunting in Sussex’ article on page 12 inspires you to 
get out and find some new and exciting places to trap. Let us know what you get up to in the 
Autumn newsletter, as always articles are gratefully received.                           Best wishes, Penny

2010 Membership Subscriptions
Membership subscriptions are now due for the year 2010/11, the cost remaining at £5.

There are two ways to pay: either pay at the AGM on 19th April or post it (with your details) to the 
Treasurer: 

Alice Parfitt, 1 Sunnyside Cottages, North Street, Storrington, West Sussex, RH20 4PB.

Many thanks to the SxBRC for printing this newsletter.
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I am writing this at the tail end of the harshest winter in 30 years. Summer seems rather distant. I 
have run my moth trap throughout previous winters, but managed to light up on only four nights 
between the beginning of November and the end of February. Like many of you, I am watching the 
weather forecasts and keeping an eye on my thermometer for any opportunity to light up again.

A cold winter is not necessarily considered bad news for moths, as it is believed the pathogens that 
kill overwintering larvae and pupae in milder years are themselves killed off during colder years. 
Those species that are adapted to our traditional cold winters should therefore benefit and be more 
numerous the following season. Of course, it is more complicated than that, but it helps us look for-
ward enthusiastically to the forthcoming season.

It is good news then that our group has organised plenty of field events during 2010. Two major 
events will be National Moth Night on 15th May and the Bioblitz event, which has been organised by 
the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre and will run alongside the Springwatch Festival in Stanmer 
Park on 6th June. Further details about these and many other events are included in this newsletter.

Field events often target specific species and some members have recently suggested that targeted 
events should aim to put rare or absent species on the map in both vice counties. Two suggested 
species were the False Mocha and Plumed Prominent. Our County Recorder has put a helpful guide 
together to help select suitable species and inspire readers wherever you live in Sussex (page 12).

Once again our contributors have presented excellent articles that I hope you all enjoy reading.

This is my final newsletter as Chairman. I am reluctant to pass the role onto someone else so soon 
after taking over from Sam Bayley, but I will not have the time to continue when I return to university 
later in the year, so it is better for the group to vote someone else in. I have enjoyed the task im-
mensely, and can thoroughly recommend the role to anyone thinking of putting their name forward. 
With such a great committee supporting and encouraging me, my initial trepidation was quickly re-
placed with joy. I’d like to thank all of those who have been supportive during my tenure and look 
forward to some enjoyable get-togethers when the winter finally releases its icy grip.

Best wishes to all, Steven

Chairmans report by Steven Teale

Dotted Border by Steven Teale
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Name: Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth

Last recorded in Vert Wood: 2008

Status in Sussex: Very local in woodlands in both counties.

Chances of finding it in Rowland Wood: Good and getting better

This moth, which is active on warm days in May-July used to be encountered regularly in the Vert 
Wood complex. In the 1970’s it was reported with regularity along the Green Lane which runs east-
west through the complex (B. Eade, pers. comm.). However as the dark plantations matured the 
sunlit rides have closed over and the habitat and honeysuckle the moth needs to survive have dwin-
dled. The moth is encountered most years at Park Corner Heath and it is hoped that ride-widening 
and the subsequent development of suitable ride-edge habitat will allow this impressive insect to 
move into our new reserve. 

References:

Pratt, C. (1999) A Revised History of the Butterflies and Moths of Sussex

With thanks to Colin Pratt, Tony Davis and Bob Eade for additional information. 

By Paul Harris (UK Moths)
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Name: Lewes Wave Scopula immorata

Last recorded in Vert Wood: 1961

Status in Sussex: Extinct (and therefore extinct in Britain too)

Chances of finding it in Rowland Wood: Zero

This little geometer has a lot to answer for. Because of the Lewes Wave the Park Corner Heath 
reserve was preserved within Vert Wood. And because Park Corner Heath has retained its diverse 
wildlife interest it gave Butterfly Conservation a motivation for purchasing neighbouring Rowland 
Wood.

Unfortunately the Lewes Wave is no longer around to take advantage of the new reserve. The 
moth’s habitat was ploughed and planted a long time ago and the moth was last seen on June 22nd

1961 – way back in the same week that Elvis was topping the charts with ‘G.I Blues’. So it looks like 
we’ll have more chance of finding Elvis himself in Rowland Wood than the Lewes Wave.

The moth was frequently disturbed from bracken and heather during the daytime and according to 
one observer could be witnessed ‘flitting about in a lively manner’. No doubt in the following dec-
ades this area was much surveyed for this conspicuous moth by both collectors and conservation-
ists but to no avail. 

Still, it hasn’t stopped me checking every Brown Silver-lines that flies up from the bracken as I walk 
around Park Corner Heath! 

Name: Cudweed Cucilla gnaphalii

Last recorded in Vert Wood: 1959

Status in Sussex: Presumed extinct (and presumed extinct in Britain too)

Chance of finding it in Rowland Wood: Zero

This member of the Cucillininae shares an attribute with Anania funebris; it’s larvae feed on Gold-
enrod. Unfortunately it also shares an attribute with the Lewes Wave; it is no longer found in Brit-
ain. It was only ever recorded from the south-east of Britain; mainly Kent and Sussex. Sussex has 
the claim on the last British record for the species (a single larva was found by Bernard Skinner on 
11th August 1979 at Beckley Woods). Colin Pratt (1999) states that ‘the most famous spot for Cud-
weed in the county was Vert Wood’ and Colin reports that many people travelled to the wood to 
hunt the adults and the green and purple larvae.  It was last recorded in the Vert Wood complex in 
1959. 
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On 15th November 2006 John achieved one 
of the greatest ambitions of his mothing 
career when he found a Silver-striped Hawk-
moth, Hippotion celerio, in the moth trap in 
our back garden – a necessary distinction 
since he also runs another in the front gar-
den and both are in use on every suitable, 
and quite often unsuitable, night. 

After sixty years of mothing this was a red-
letter day, and I could only wish that I was 
more familiar with my new digital camera. I 
watched with envy as others recorded it 
competently, and all informed me that the 
chances of another of these “once in a life-
time” moths honouring us for a second time 
were remote in the extreme.

So it was with a mixture of disbelief and 
delight that I found one settled on the lawn 
close to the same trap, when I went out to 
turn it off on 14th November last year. I sped 
back to the house to get a jam jar (always strategically and optimistically placed: one never 
knows!) and coaxed it gently inside. To my amazement it seemed to be in very good condition, 
despite a night of vicious showers and high winds, which had reached 100 m.p.h. off of the Isle of 
Wight, only a few miles away as the moth flies. A few minutes after I found it we had another 
shower; this time it was hail.

It proved to be one of the most co-operative subjects I have ever photographed, and was equally 
obliging with Dennis Dey. I think it was exhausted! He kindly took it home to release for us as we 
did not want it to return to our trap, and apparently it didn’t fly off for another 24 hours.

As more of a mothing assistant than anything else, I have been known to wonder subversively 
what all the fuss is about over some rare moth. Such is not the case with the Silver-striped Hawk-
moth. I’m glad I got my photograph.

A welcome visitor by Rosemary Radford

By Rosemary Radford



Page 4 SUSSEX MOTH GROUP NEWSLETTER

2010 Field Events 

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check the event is still going ahead.

Saturday 15th May 8.30pm Castle Hill LNR, Newhaven TQ448000

National Moth Night event jointly organised with Lewes District Council on a Council-owned 
reserve. Bring your bat detectors!

Contact: Steven Teale  07983 437221. Meeting Place: West Beach/Breakwater car park at end of 
Fort Road. Target species: Beet Moth (Scrobipalpa ocellatella) and other coastal species.  

Friday 14th May 8.30pm Battle Great Wood TQ765163

One of the best woods in Rother for butterflies but how good is it for moths and bats?  Easy ac-
cess and good parking.

Contact: Steve Wheatley  07747 780605. Meeting Place: Main FC car park on Marley Lane, 1 mile 
from A21.

Friday 30th April 7.30pm Woodland Enterprise Centre, Flimwell TQ715307

Moth Traps, indoor displays, tea and coffee. Please feel free to bring along photos or any early 
specimens for ID.  Easy access and good, secure parking.

Contact: Steve Wheatley  07747 780605. Meeting Place: 600m south of Flimwell crossroads take 
the lane next to Woodlands Garage signposted for Tates.

Saturday 15th May 8.00pm Powdermill Wood, Battle TQ735144

Children very welcome with an adult, but no dogs please. Main trap at car park (reserve en-
trance north side of B2095), any other traps up to 0.5km along woodland paths. There will also 
be bat detecting.

Contact: Ralph Hobbs  07748 180240/07763 151787. Meeting Place: Meet in Powdermill Wood 
car park. Come back at 8.00 the next morning for a full examination of the night’s catch. Photo 
opportunities before release of moths.

Saturday 15th May 8.00pm Rowland Wood TQ515147

Bring torches and warm clothing. The theme for this year’s National Moth Night is ‘Moths and 
Bats’ and we are lucky to be joined by members of the Sussex Bat Group as we survey Rowland 
Wood. Find out what their bats are eating and find out what’s eating our moths!

Contact: Michael Blencowe  07884 484698/01323 423711. Meeting place: Parking available 
within Rowland Wood. Booking essential. Contact Michael Blencowe. 

National Moth Night Events
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resident. And who knows what may have held on over the years within Rowland Wood?

Here is a look at some likely and, sadly, not so likely candidates.

Name: White-spotted Sable Anania funebris

Last recorded in Vert Wood: 2009

Status in Sussex: Currently only known from three sites in East Sussex, although it is now expanding 
its local range.

Chances of finding it in Rowland Wood: Good

This attractive micro has recently been added to the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) list as a 
Priority Species. Typically found in open woodland and grassland, this moth’s larvae require Golden-
rod Solidago virgaurea as their foodplant.

It is a very active day-flying moth whose whirring black-and-white wings and fast flight is reminiscent 
of a miniature Grizzled Skipper. Our cur-
rent knowledge of the moth’s distribu-
tion in the UK is that it is found at one 
site in Scotland, five sites in Wales, a 
handful of sites in Surrey, Sussex, Kent 
and in Lancashire (where it is associated 
with limestone pavements). 

Whilst surveying East Sussex sites over 
the past three years I have discovered 
this moth within Vert Wood and nearby 
Plashett Wood. We are hoping that ride 
widening work within Rowland Wood will 
create more areas for Goldenrod to grow 
and will  allow this moth to move into our 
new reserve – if it is not already there. 

Continued….
Anania funebris by Michael Blencowe
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Rowland Wood: a new Butterfly Conservation Reserve in Sussex
by Michael Blencowe

On February 19th 2010 Butterfly Conservation took ownership of Rowland Wood – 78 acres of 
woodland within the Vert Wood complex near East Hoathly in East Sussex. 

Vert Wood was historically famous for its lepidoptera. Butterflies such as the High Brown Fritillary, 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary were abundant throughout its rides and 
glades but it was a moth that put Vert Wood on the lepidopterist’s map.

An area of heath, where the sandy soil met the clay, was home to Scopula immorata – the Lewes 
Wave. The moth was found here at Vert Wood and nowhere else in Britain.

Collectors and enthusiasts had flocked to the area over many decades to seek out its butterflies and 
moths but after the war this ‘Lepidopterists paradise’ was sold. Vert Wood was cut down and re-
stocked with row upon row of conifers. The area where the Lewes Wave had previously thrived was 
a victim to the same fate and unsurprisingly by 1961 the moth had disappeared. A small area of the 
moth’s habitat had been designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  in 1953 and conserva-
tionists endeavoured to preserve this habitat and the moth - but it was a case of too little, too late. 

This small eight acre SSSI known as Park Corner Heath was eventually purchased by Butterfly Con-
servation in 1989.  As the plantations of Vert Wood have matured and darkened around it this open 
glade has remained an oasis for lepidoptera and has been able to hold on to its populations of Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary whilst other populations of this species have vanished from elsewhere 
within the Vert Wood complex. 

With the acquisition of Rowland Wood, which is directly adjacent to Park Corner Heath adjoining it 
to the north, it is hoped that appropriate habitat for a wide range of species can be restored.  Over 
the coming years rides will be widened and glades will be recreated within Rowland Wood allowing 
woodland plants, and the butterflies and moths that depend on them, to return.

And of course this new site will be available to Sussex Moth Group members who would like to 
survey the wood.  As long as my mercury vapour bulbs keep a-glowin’ I’ll be trapping in the wood 
over the coming years. If anyone would like to join me please contact me or alternatively I can ar-
range access for you into the wood. There is a locked gate and even a nice shed for shelter in case 

of a downpour!

So what will we find in 
the wood? Neighbouring 
Park Corner Heath has 
provided a long list of  
interesting moths and it is 
hoped these will move 
into the new woodland –
if they are not already 
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2010 Field Events Continued...

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check the event is still going ahead.
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Field Events 2010 continued

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check the event is still going ahead.

Friday 21st May 8.45pm Lewes Railway Land TQ419100

Jointly organised with Lewes District Council and the Lewes Railway Land Wildlife Trust on a 
Council-owned Local Nature Reserve. Dogs on a lead welcome.

Contact: Steven Teale  07983 437221. Meeting Place: Entrance to the reserve at the end of Rail-

way Lane, Lewes. Target species: Wet meadow and reedbed species.

Saturday 29th May 8.45pm Bunces Farm near Woods Corner TQ689177

Trapping on the edge of wildflower meadows at the secluded heart of the Beech Estate. Easy 
access and good parking.

Contact: Steve Wheatley 07747 780605. Meeting Place: South of Woods Corner follow Lakehurst 
Lane to the farm at the end. 

Saturday 5th June 8.30pm Stanmer Park—Bioblitz event TQ342087

Part of the Bioblitz event, where we’re trying to record as many species as possible in 24 hours. 
Come along to help us get a good haul of moths in to raise the total! Please bring traps and gen-
erators if you have them. See more about Bioblitz on page 19.

Contact: Penny Green  07960 388096. Meeting Place: Meet just inside the entrance to the park, 
at grid reference above. 

Friday 28th May 8.00pm Eridge Rocks SWT reserve TQ555355

Sussex Moth Group members only, come along and trap at this under-recorded site.

Contact: Alice Parfitt  07880 716653. Meeting Place: Meet at carpark off Warren Farm Lane, 

accessed off A26 immediately south of Eridge Green church.

Friday May 28th 8.00pm Rowland Wood / Park Corner Heath TQ515147

Moth Trap opening the following day (reserve open day) at 10:00am.

Contact: Michael Blencowe  07884 484698/01323 423711. Meeting place: Parking available 
within Rowland Wood. 
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Sam Bayley sent in a couple of photos of a moth found attracted to security lights at Southwater 
Country Park, West Sussex, on 28th July 2009. It has been a challenge to identify, proving that 
even when seen clearly some apparently well-marked macros can still pose problems.

We will reveal it’s identity in the Autumn newsletter, and at the July indoor meeting.

In the meantime Sam welcomes your answers: sam.bayley@btinternet.com  

The Magic Carpet 

Photos by Jacob Everitt
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National Moth Night 2009 (18th-19th Sept) by David Burrows

My chosen venue for day one of this year’s two-day/two-night event was Iden Wood Fishery near 
Peasmarsh. One of the reasons for this choice was the presence of semi-mature Aspen within the 
wood and permission was obtained for sugaring – and the remote chance of seeing Clifden Non-
pareil (well, local records of this species for several successive years suggest local breeding…)

To this end, two MV traps were operated and a liberal anointing of sixteen Aspen trunks with five 
star sugaring mixture (a vintage 33 year old brew very kindly provided by C.R.P: “thank you 
Colin”) meant that we couldn’t go wrong, could we? My co-recorder on the night was Phil San-
sum, colleague of Steve Wheatley at the Woodland Enterprise Centre in Flimwell.

Ever hopeful, we made regular rounds of traps and baits, but moth activity, for what seemed a 
promising location, was low; a species total of 31 and an overall count of 62 was disappointing. 
Just six moths (three Large Yellow Underwing, one Sallow, one Brick, one Square-spot Rustic) 
visited that sugar-fest and at around 1am, having shared a draught of ‘Frothy Moth’ ale, we 
‘called it a night’ and drove off of the site…to be faced with a securely chained and padlocked 
gate!

Owner Andy Ashdown had assumed that we were there for the night, together with several car-
loads of fishermen who were.

We cast about in the undergrowth with our torches to see if we could locate a forgotten gateway 
to freedom or a gap leading in to the lane but in the end it was a joint-stiffening night in our cars 
and a sherbet lemon for breakfast. We’ve all done it I expect, but it doesn’t get any more com-
fortable does it? So, not much sleep. Andy Ashdown appeared at 6.30am with fulsome apologies 

and Phil and I drove out to continue National 
Moth Night. 

Phil returned to Flimwell to examine the trap 
he’d set and expected to check (much) earlier. I 
went to my daughter’s garden in the Brede Val-
ley and a Robinson trap containing 234 moths in 
48 species. The only interesting subjects from 
the whole experience were both in Iden Wood: 
a Flounced Chestnut (which I only ever see infre-
quently) and a fresh Satin Lutestring (which was 
the latest I’ve ever seen this species).

Satin Lutestring by Dave Green
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Saturday 12th June 9.15pm Southover Grange Gardens, Lewes TQ414098

Jointly organised with Lewes District Council in a Council-owned garden, which is sensitively 
managed for wildlife. Sorry – no dogs.

Contact: Steven Teale  07983 437221. Meeting Place: NE entrance gate by junction of Garden 

Street with Southover Road. Target species: Mid-summer moths.

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check the event is still going ahead.

Saturday 3rd July 9.15pm The Old Brickfield SNCI, Seaford TV471995

Joint SMG/Lewes District Council event to survey the SNCI for moths with light traps for the first 
time ever!

Contact: Steven Teale  07983 437221. Meeting Place: Meet on the reserve near the entrance by 
junction of Buckle Drive with Marine Parade. Target species: Beet Moth (Scrobipalpa ocellatella), 
Dolicarthria punctalis, Crocidosema plebejana

Saturday 19th June 9.00pm Petley Wood near Battle TQ772174

A former deer park, this 170 acre private woodland has an extensive network of paths and rides, 
oak standards and scrubby undergrowth. Good access and secure parking.

Contact: Steve Wheatley 07747 780605. Meeting Place: Meet at Petley Wood Equestrian Centre 
off Marley Lane. 400m from A21. 

Friday 25th June 8.00pm High Beeches Gardens TQ274310

Booking is essential to gain admission to site. Please call / email Michael. The gardens cover 
some 27 acres and include what many consider to be the best acid natural wildflower meadow in 
Sussex.  

Contact: Michael Blencowe  07884 484698/01323 423711. Meeting place: to be confirmed, 
please contact Michael.

Saturday 26th June 10.30am The Mens SWT Reserve TQ023237

One of three field trips to the Mens to record leaf mines. The day would include a visit to nearby 
Browning’s flower-rich grassland. Bring a packed lunch or there’s a possibility of a pub lunch.

Contact: Bob Palmer  07732 125626. Meeting place: Coming along the A272 from Billingshurst, 
turn left at the crossroads signposted ‘Crimbourne Stud’ and it’s 200 yards on the right within 
the wood.
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Field Events 2010 continued

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check the event is still going ahead.

Saturday 31st July 10.30am The Mens SWT Reserve TQ023237

One of three field trips to the Mens to record leaf mines. The day would include a visit to nearby 
Browning’s flower-rich grassland. Bring a packed lunch or there’s a possibility of a pub lunch.

Contact: Bob Palmer  07732 125626. Meeting place: Coming along the A272 from Billingshurst, 
turn left at the crossroads signposted ‘Crimbourne Stud’ and it’s 200 yards on the right within 
the wood.

Friday 9th July 8.00pm Eridge Rocks SWT reserve TQ555355

Sussex Moth Group members only, come along and trap at this under-recorded site.

Contact: Alice Parfitt  07880 716653. Meeting Place: Meet at carpark off Warren Farm Lane, 

accessed off A26 immediately south of Eridge Green church.

Saturday 7th August 8.00pm British Gypsum Site near Battle TQ719193

Please let me know in advance if you are coming.  A unique site on a rare Wealden outcrop of 
Purbeck limestone. Former industrial site surrounded on all sides by Ancient Woodland, this has 
the potential to provide a few surprises.  Good access and secure parking.

Contact: Steve Wheatley 07747 780605. Meeting Place: Meet at the site entrance (TQ731199).

Saturday 31st July 7.30pm Rye Harbour Nature Reserve TQ942190

We can hope to see coastal species & a migrant or two. 

Contact: Mike Feeny-Brown. Mobile: 07765 333158. Land line: 01797 230134. Meeting Place: 
Meet at reserve gate. Please note that car parking on the reserve must leave free passage for 
working & emergency vehicles.

Tuesday 6th July 10.00pm Cockwood, Peasmarsh TQ889233

This is a continuation of Steve Wheatley’s Rother Wood Survey targeting the Clay Fanfoot.

Contact: Mike Feeny-Brown. Mobile: 07765 333158. Land line: 01797 230134. Meeting Place: 
Tarmac lane leading to Forstals farm. 
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However it was not only moths and other night flying insects that were caught that night. So too 
was I. Moth trapping, I had discovered, is another excellent way to experience and learn about 
nature. Some moths have great descriptive names, “Setaceous Hebrew Character” is a particular 
favourite of mine, while others are referred to only by numbers. This was a whole new world to 
discover and moth recording seemed a logical extension to the butterfly recording I had already 
undertaken. 

So I have bought my own moth trap and a couple of identification guides, and now I wait patiently 
for the season to begin.

I attended the annual review of biological recording in Sussex on 6th February 2010 and, for the 
first time, the Sussex Moth Group took along a display to promote Sussex moths and the group’s 
aims. The display included lots of moth-related leaflets and information sheets, many photographs 
of species recorded in Sussex and an electronic slideshow of moths provided by Dave Green.

Michael Blencowe presented ‘From Scarlet to Blue’, a fascinating and entertaining account of the 
Scarlet Tiger and Clifden Nonpareil in Sussex.

There was a steady stream of interest during the event, especially following Michael’s presentation 
and I hope biological recorders around Sussex learned more about moths during the event.

We are hoping to put together a more permanent display to take to future events and increase 
awareness of moths and the Sussex Moth Group.

  

Adastra Biological Recorder’s Seminar 2010 by Steven Teale
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Of moths and urban myths by Jim Barrett

At 108 metres above sea level, Vinehall forest lies on high ground. It is my favourite spot in East 
Sussex, so I was especially pleased to be invited to a moth trapping event there, as I had never 
been moth trapping before.

I met Steve Wheatley and Phil Sansum by the wood’s entrance at 8:30 on a warm August evening. 
It was still light as we began setting up the traps, but upon completion the sun was sinking fast.

There is a particular atmosphere to being somewhere familiar at an unusual time. Like returning 
to the office in the evening when your colleagues have all gone home. The woods where I had 
been butterfly recording in bright sunshine during the day were now a remote and distant coun-
try. The lights of the farm buildings twinkled in the valley below as the last glimmer of daylight 
fled from the tree tops. The shadows of night conquered the remnant of day and primeval silence 
reigned. No dog walkers or ramblers would venture out now, a subliminal reminder that the wil-
derness is still mightier yet.

If there is a characteristic and reassuring sound to moth trapping it must surely be that of the 
generator. Its constant hum and chatter was a nod in the direction to the comfort blanket of civili-
sation, a life line to my regular daylight world. It became the epicentre of the whole operation, 
like a noisy, mechanical companion in the gloom. 

But when the moth trap lights came on the result was both surprising and spectacular. I had not 
expected just how bright moth trap lights could be. They lit up the surrounding trees like flood 
lights on battlement walls, making islands of light in a sea of deep darkness. 

Then came the insects. I was amazed by the cornucopia of creatures that are attracted to light in 
woodlands at night. I was expecting moths, but there were also caddis flies, lacewings, dragon-
flies, midges, mosquitoes and a myriad of other tiny insects that I could neither name nor recog-
nise. Day flying insects are an aloof bunch, you admire them at a distance, but with night flying 
insects it’s all up close and personal. 

On disturbing a Drinker moth from a spot where it was likely to get trodden on, it landed on my 
hand. It remained there for over an hour, totally unconcerned with what I was doing. In fact it 
became so settled I considered adopting it as a pet. No amount of photographs or video footage 
can ever compare with actually observing an insect at close quarters with your own eyes. I’ll never 
forget the drinker’s innocent friendliness, furry body and luminous eyes.

A female mosquito had also found my hand appealing. Now as I wanted to appear a rough and 
tough outdoorsman in front of Steve and Phil, after all it would be bad form to scream and swat 
an insect away, so I told them of a story that I had heard. “If you let a mosquito finish her meal, 
she will suck up all the anticoagulants at the end, and your hand won’t itch like mad the next day.”

Well we all watched as the mosquito gorged herself on my blood, the fine calligraphy of her body 
transformed as her abdomen inflated like a red balloon, rendered translucent by the light of the 
moth trap. Sated and bloated she eventually flew away. My hand itched for a week!

Indoor Events 2010
ALL INDOOR MEETINGS: 7.30pm Woods Mill, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9SD.

Monday 19th April:  AGM
Tuesday 20th July

Wednesday 10th November
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Species lists of SMG members by Steven Teale

Saturday 25th September 10.30am The Mens SWT Reserve TQ023237

One of three field trips to the Mens to record leaf mines. The day would include a visit to nearby 
Browning’s flower-rich grassland. Bring a packed lunch or there’s a possibility of a pub lunch.

Contact: Bob Palmer  07732 125626. Meeting place: Coming along the A272 from Billingshurst, 
turn left at the crossroads signposted ‘Crimbourne Stud’ and it’s 200 yards on the right within 
the wood.

Saturday 14th August 8.15pm Southover Grange Gardens, Lewes TQ414098

Join the Sussex Moth Group and Lewes District Council on this joint event in a Council-owned 
garden, which is sensitively managed for wildlife. Sorry – no dogs.

Contact: Steven Teale  07983 437221. Meeting Place: NE entrance gate by junction of Garden 

Street with Southover Road. Target species: Late summer species.

I asked in the previous newsletter “Which SMG member has the greatest species list?” and 
hoped to provide an insight to readers with this article. The response was so disappointing that 
I am in no position to answer the question! I have taken the decision to postpone the article 
until more datasets have been received. If you are interested in taking part in this study, please 
either contact me (details on back page) or check the November 2009 newsletter for further 
information.
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Taken from www.bbc.co.uk on 11 February 2010

A Labour MP has blamed a senior Conservative rival for causing a moth infestation in the 
House of Commons.

Graham Allen said shadow schools secretary Michael Gove had brought in a "second-hand Mo-
roccan carpet", causing a "plague" in a corridor of offices. 

"It is not true that the first moth arrived when I opened my wallet," the Nottingham North MP 
added, claiming the creatures had infiltrated air vents. 

Mr Gove, MP for Surrey Heath, declined to comment on the allegation. 

The Commons corridor shared by Mr Allen and Conservatives Henry Bellingham, Owen Paterson, 
Douglas Hogg and Michael Fallon has seen an infestation of moths. 

Mr Allen told the BBC: "We are plagued by these things and have been for about a year now. 
The key suspect is Michael Gove. 

"The story is that he bought a second-hand Moroccan carpet for his office and the moths came 
from there. 

"The authorities have fumigated everywhere but they are still around in the air vents. 

"They form a mist around dusk when they come out to play. The staff have to take their coats off 
and shake them. 

"Michael has moved office but the moths haven't left." 

Besides feeding on carpets, the common household moth is known to enjoy upholstery and 
clothing.

Moths in the news: 
Gove’s Moroccan carpet blamed for Commons moth plague

Carpetbagger? Michael Gove has 
been accused of leaving the moths 
behind.
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Place lamps in safe and appropriate situation.  Keep cables off paths.
Ensure that the bulb coating/glass filter is not cracked or removed; replace bulb if damaged.
Check all bulbs for hairline fractures, before use.
Use a rain shield in wet conditions.
Ensure you are wearing clothing appropriate to the conditions.

In case of Visitors
Advise visitors not to touch any equipment.
Advise visitors of all potential hazards (eg tripping on cables; wasps/hornets, generator, bulbs 
etc).  
Advise visitors to avoid looking directly at bulb; and to allow eyes to adjust to darkness when 
moving away from lamp.

During survey
Do not look directly at bulb and allow time for eyes to adjust to darkness before moving around 
site.
Check traps/ropes for wasps/hornets before collecting moths.
Drink and eat.
In the event of rain switch off the equipment at the safest point.
Stay with the survey equipment at all times.

Packing Up
Pack up slowly and carefully.
Do not overload.
Drive away carefully, noting where other people and hazards might be.

Back at home
Check for ticks
Notify your ‘Buddy’ that the survey is over.

Follow Up
Contact owner/agent to thank them.  Offer information about results (be positive).
Submit results to your County Recorder 

Further information

http://moths.butterfly-conservation.org/downloads/80/moth_recorders_handbook.html
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Moth trapping: a practical guide by Steve Wheatley

This guide is a simple check-list to help you plan and manage a moth trapping event safely. How-
ever, it cannot take account of the actual level of each risk at particular sites, or of which hazards 
are present at specific locations. You should make adjustments and additions to incorporate indi-
vidual circumstances at each site.

Before the evening
Check weather reports & change/cancel itinerary if appropriate.
Get the permission of the owner/agent to access the site.
Check with the owner/agent for details of any site hazards.
Check cabling for any evidence of damage to insulation e.g. from abrasion, burns, or gnawing.
Ensure equipment has been serviced.
Invite other moth recorders, rather than survey alone.
Make a note of the grid reference.
If working alone, notify your nominated ‘Buddy’ (partner/spouse/friend) of your movements, 
survey location and expected return time. Ensure that person knows what to do in the event of an 
emergency.

Recommended Equipment 
Moth trap!
Torch (plus spare batteries)
Mobile Phone
Appropriate clothing
Trolley
Camera
A drink
Barrier cream/insect repellent
Rain covers
Protective equipment (gloves)

Upon Arrival (before it gets dark)
Notify the owner/agent if they are nearby.
Check conditions are suitable.
Identify any site hazards (pits, slopes, livestock, etc.)
Take account of site hazards and conditions and adapt plans accordingly.
If you do not have a mobile phone, give a thought to where the nearest telephone is located.

Setting Up
Ensure proper/safe lifting.  Plan before any heavy/awkward item is moved.  Do not overload.
Ensure cabling is safe and wiring is correct before use.
Prevent rain from contact with electricity supply and ensure that connections are waterproof.
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Walking out of the underground car park at work (Southover House, Lewes) on Wednesday 24th 
March, I noticed a moth had been disturbed as I opened the door and was fluttering about in front 
of my face. It must have been at rest next to a fluorescent light above the door, which I often check 
for moths. If it had not been directly in front of my face I would have missed it.

When it settled I could tell it was a Snout of some type, but a species unfamiliar to me. It was about 
nine feet off the ground on the underside of a yellow pipe, but I managed to reach up and take a 
quick snap of it while standing on an unsteady pile of bricks. I made a makeshift pot with a glass and 
piece of cardboard, but it flew off as I tried to pot it.

Returning to my desk, I took a look at the photograph and, with the help of UK Moths, realised it 
was a Bloxworth Snout (Hypena obsitalis). A call to Colin Pratt confirmed that this was only the ninth 
all-Sussex record of this RDB3 species. The first generation of this species overwinters in unheated 
out-buildings, (Waring 2009), before emerging in the Spring, which is consistent with my record.

This coastal species appears to be extending its range, possibly as a result of climate change. It is 
possible that my moth was an immigrant from the continent, although the species is also resident in 
the west country and could be colonising further along the south coast.

With thanks to Colin Pratt for his help and advice, and for determining the record.

Reference: Waring 2009. Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland. BWP, Dorset. 
(p.415).

Bloxworth Snout: part trois!

By Steven Teale



Opportunities for big game hunting in Sussex
by Colin R. Pratt, F.R.E.S.

There are hundreds of moths which badly need investigation or monitoring in our county. The 
following are just a handful amongst the most exciting. Unless specified to the contrary, all infor-
mation refers to Sussex experience.  

ORANGE UPPERWING J. croceago - A Red Data Book Class 1 species. Often believed nationally 
extinct, Sussex has an unrivalled history amongst the final British records. After being widespread 
in the county, for the past three-quarters of a century the species has been reduced to just two 
areas. It remained established in the southern part of the Chiddingfold complex of woods where 
it stretches into West Sussex just to the north of Petworth up until at least 1984. But in the east, 
while there have only been four records made since 1934 - the last in 2006 - all were made within 
four miles of Crowborough Common…………   

The moth flies from late September to early November, and again after hibernation from mid 
March to early May. Adults come to sweetmeats situated amongst quality oak woodland, such as 
collectors’ sugar, hops, and sallow and ivy blossom, and also mercury vapour and tungsten light; 
they have also been found by the diligent elsewhere when beating or searching dead but still 
twig-adhering oak leaves during winter.

PORTLAND MOTH O. praecox - Nationally Notable B and a rare moth in Sussex. Most of our few 
specimens originate from the continent, but there was a definite colony at West Wittering in 
1956 and a probable at Camber Sands during the late 1990’s - but in both cases there has been 
no later trace.   

Adults come to mv light from late July to early September and caterpillars can be searched out in 
spring underneath sand-dune plants.

GOAT C. cossus - This is a Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species which is in danger of extinction 
in East Sussex and has been presumed extinct in West Sussex since the late 1970's. Now only 
known from the far eastern corner of the county, both larvae and adults need searching for on 
Pevensey Levels and amongst Chichester’s gravel pits where they were last hunted around 30 
years ago. 

Colonies can be detected by using a human nose at any time of the year and the purplish-pink 
caterpillars - both large and small - can be easily found under loose dead sallow bark. Adults fly 
mainly from mid June to late July, are occasionally seen approaching the sugar patch (although 
they are unable to feed), and come to mv light.
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tattoo of a Death’s Head Hawk-moth on my arm, within three months of getting it, we caught one 
outside of the volunteers’ accommodation next to the Deathstar-like light show of the nuclear 
power station. I couldn’t help getting a picture taken and I think that was taken by no other than 
the Sussex Moth Group’s David Burrows. Perhaps someone has tattooed me with a Bloxworth 
Snout where I can’t see it?

My seven years with the RSPB sent me to 
every corner of the country. At Titchwell 
RSPB one spring, I checked the trap before 
doing a Bearded Tit survey and it was full of 
spring noctuids. By the time I got back they 
were all either gone or dead, a Great Tit (I 
found an outer tail feather as evidence) had 
figured out how to get inside the trap (a 
Skinner) and out again. I will never forget 
watching a headless Clouded Drab crawling 
aimlessly around my hand. Hours of fun.

A few years ago I was in the Cairngorms look-
ing for Ptarmigan and was confronted by a 
number of funny looking moths, half flying 
and half crawling across the Racomitrium
heath, which we could not identify. For 
hours we argued whether it was Black or 
Netted Mountain Moth but eventually real-
ised it was the Broad-bordered White Under-
wing. 

One of the stranger jobs I did was looking at 
the different assemblages of invertebrates in 
varying stages of succession of reedbed at Minsmere. This involved punting Robinson traps and 
generators into pioneer reedbed. Punting out across Island Mere at dawn to open traps full of 
White-mantled Wainscot, with Bearded Tits so confused they were landing on the boat, was only 
marginally beaten by Lesser Crested Tern and Marsh Sandpiper on the following morning.

Finally, back to Sussex. I remember walking up Ditchling Road when I was 18 and on my way to 
Uni. I saw a moth I did not recognise on a railway bridge and carried it in my clenched fist all the 
way to the campus (via a bus journey) and eventually asked my astrophysics tutor if he had any-
thing I could put it in. I eventually got the thing home that evening in an empty box of floppy discs 
(how nineties!) and identified it as Toadflax Brocade.  

Broad-bordered White Underwing by Graeme Lyons
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I recently attended the NMRS conference in Birmingham and was inspired by Paul Waring’s talk 
on extreme mothing. It got me thinking about some of the stranger experiences I have had over 
the last twenty years...

...I have been mothing for over two thirds of my 31 years, it all started innocently enough with a 
Heath trap full of Angle Shades and Canary-shouldered Thorns that get me hooked but it soon 
turned to obsession. I made my own Heath trap age 12 in CDT (Craft Design and Technology) and 
ran it nearly every night for the following six years. I was dogged by mother’s five cats though, one 
of which, the late Marmalade, used to spend every night trying to catch the best moths, sitting by 
the trap all night. I clawed my first ever Puss Moth from his vicious little mouth (being a Tom he 
was too stupid to catch vertebrates). The poor thing was missing all of its wings, a furry humbug 
that just so happened to be full of eggs, which I then reared but never could annoy them quite 
enough to spit acid. 

I would not have learned anything if it wasn’t for two school teachers, Steve Cooper and Ewart 
Gardener. I did learn on a YOC (Young Ornithologists Club) trip to Norfolk that using the school 
mini bus battery to run the Heath trap when the other one had already ran down was a bad idea (I 
did see my first Pine and Privet Hawk-moths though). For the first few years I thought all moth 
traps were actinic/Heath traps so when I went to Brocton Coppice one September looking for 

heathland specialists I was absolutely terrified when 
the whole wood suddenly lit up in an intense white 
light, throbbing sounds echoed across the valley and 
strange elongate shadows flickered across the birch 
trees. As I clutched my Heath trap tightly to my chest 
not once did I ever think this was an MV trap, I’d 
never seen one! So, as I walked bravely onto the set 
of E.T. (I hate E. T.) I was pleasantly surprised to meet 
two Brummie moth-ers. I saw Neglected Rustic, Ling 
Pug, Heath Rustic, Angle-striped Sallow, The Anoma-
lous and Golden-rod Brindle. I didn’t lose any time or 
wake up with an implant in my nose.

I also remember once chasing a Noctuid into a door-
way in Brighton, I was oblivious to the red entrance of 
the strip bar until a swarthy looking bouncer came 
and told me to beat it. It was only a Turnip Moth. 
Wahoo! I used to get kids at school bringing me 
moths all the time, I never forget one kid brought a 
Poplar Hawk-moth in a jam jar, with a crisp (I think it 
was a Dorito). Shortly before I left Brighton to begin 
my career in conservation at Dungeness RSPB, I had a 

Some moth-ers do ’ave ’em by Graeme Lyons
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RASPBERRY CLEARWING P. hylaeiformis - Only discovered in the UK in 2007, and still only known 
from less than a handful of counties, it was quickly detected at Bexhill by Keith Alexander. 

As with some other Clearwings, adults come to artificial pheromone attractants and the results of 
larval mining are easily recognisable at the base of raspberry canes. At this stage of our knowledge, 
hunts should be made in every habitat type, but especially during early August in allotments, and 
domestic and market gardens. 

   

GRASS EGGAR L. trifolii - A Red Data Book Class 1 moth. Now only known to be resident here on 
the vegetated shingle beach at Rye Harbour. Extinct in West Sussex since about 1877, although it 
is still well established on adjacent Hayling Island just in Hampshire; last seen on Eastbourne’s 
Crumbles in 1955 and at Normans Bay in 1984, but just conceivably hanging on. 

Adults come to light from late July to late August, and males to a fresh virgin female, while the 
large furry caterpillars can be easily seen sunning themselves during early spring sunshine.

ANNULET C. obscurata - The typical light form is seriously declining in Sussex, with only one 21st

century record - made at Eastbourne. The dark heathland race has been presumed extinct in East 
Sussex since 1946 and in West Sussex since 1977, the final colonies being situated at Ambersham 
Common and Iping Commons. Typical examples have almost exclusively been restricted to three 
areas since 1970 - on the downs at Lewes and Eastbourne, and to the sandy cliffs near Hastings; 
never found on the western chalk. Last reported from Hastings in 1997 and at Lewes at about the 
same time. 

Comes well to light from late July to late August and is especially fond of chalk-pits. 

PLUMED PROMINENT P. plumigera - Nationally Notable Class A. No 21st century Sussex record. 
Always restricted to maple woods on the far western downs, the main colony at Duncton Hill has 
not been monitored since 1994. 

Attracted to mv light throughout November and into December. 

COMMON FAN-FOOT P. strigilata - Nationally Notable Class A. Previously widespread in oak 
woods, but now in serious danger of extinction in Sussex. Apparently confined to Plashett Wood
since 2001. 

Adults fly chiefly from late May to late June, come well to mv light, and in other counties can be 
easily disturbed during the day. 

Continued...



PALE-LEMON SALLOW X. ocellaris - Nationally Notable Class A. A rare suspected immigrant and 
episodic resident in the county, a significant proportion of our specimens have been noted within 
five miles of Bognor - during the late 1890’s a colony existed within the town’s boundaries. There 
is also evidence that the species may have established itself here again during the 21st century, 
near St Leonards and Walberton. 

Adults come to gas-light and mv light from the second week of September to the third week of 
October, while in other counties caterpillars feed on true black poplar and can be detected by 
collecting the spring-time catkins. 

FIVE-SPOT BURNET Z. trifolii - Currently extremely rare if not extinct in Sussex, a few decades ago 
this day-flyer was commonplace on our downs. Occasional unconfirmed sightings continue to be 
made but conclusive proof of its survival remains elusive due to confusion with the Narrow-
bordered Five-spot Burnet Z. lonicera. Probably best sought for on the chalk between Hove and 
Eastbourne, between late June and early August. 

SLOE CARPET A. distinctata - Nationally Notable Class B. Previously more widespread, it was last 
detected in West Sussex in 1997 and has been extinct in East Sussex since 1930. Now restricted to 
the north-western corner of the county. 

To be found amongst hedgerows, in bushy places, and in woodland glades and rides, on sloe. Can 
be found at rest by torch-light and comes to mv and actinic light. Usually late March to late April, 
although the timing is unusually dependent upon prevailing weather.
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Sloe Carpet by Tony Davis
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National Moth Recording Scheme update by Penny Green

You may have seen on the UKMoths website that 
there is a distribution map for each species now. The 
map is generated using data from the NBN Gateway, 
which has been contributed to by the National Moth 
Recording Scheme (NMRS). In my role at the Sussex 
Biodiversity Record Centre, I sent 204,000 Sussex 
macro moth records to the NMRS on behalf of the 
Sussex Moth Group, and so now you'll be able to see 
dots on the map for Sussex. This is a handy tool to see 
a species distribution, and it's also very satisfying to 
see your own records being used in a national data-
base. 

We will be sending another batch of Macro Moth 
records off to the National Moth Recording Scheme at 
the end of April, so if you have any records that you 
haven't yet submitted please send them in and I'll try 
to them get included in this important submission 
which will help towards a provisional moth atlas for 
the UK. If you're not sure if we already have your data 
or not, please drop me a line and I can have a look. 
Any data sent in to the SxBRC will be passed on to our 

County Moth Recorder, Colin Pratt.

The ‘Bioblitz’ event is being organised by the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre and is being held in 
Stanmer Park on Saturday 5th June and 6th June. Local people will be joined by expert naturalists 
from all over Sussex to record as many different species as they can over the weekend. On the 
Saturday we will be holding a recording day in the park for anyone that would like to join in; we 
will be recording everything from lichens to spiders, and lizards to butterflies. On the Saturday 
evening we will run some moth traps to find out what moths use the variety of different habitats in 
the park, and to help boost the species list total! We will save some of the species we catch to 
show members of the public at the Springwatch event the next day, which is also at Stanmer Park. 
We will be holding a variety of walks and talks for the Springwatch visitors throughout the day and 
will continue to record what we find. 

If you would like to come along and bring your moth trap and generator, or just your enthusiasm, 
we’d love to see you there. See events pages for details of time and meeting place.

Bioblitz Event by Penny Green

Moth data already collected by  the NMRS
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With small numbers of this impressive moth accounted for in the east of the county over the past 
four years, by several different recorders and in years with little migrant activity, thoughts have 
been focusing on their possible origin. 

Blocks of Aspen woodland are hard to find, so it was encouraging to learn that on Malcolm Phillips’ 
farm near Flimwell (where several Clifden Nonpareil came to his light trap in 2008) there was about 
an acre of the stuff! So, could we find evidence of larval activity and thus confirm local breeding?

To this end a meeting was arranged at the end of July (when fraxini larvae should be fully fed) on 
Malcolm’s farm with Clare Jeffers, Michael Blencowe, Steve Wheatley and myself in the hope that 
any feeding damage to the Aspen leaves from these large caterpillars’ mandibles could be seen 
through our binoculars and long lenses. This proved to be frustrating, not least because at this point 
we were trying to focus on a gently swaying canopy seen in silhouette about 60 feet above our 
heads and the fact that all the ever-moving leaves had already been shredded by the wind anyway!

Plan B was to, hopefully, find any other decent stands of Aspen in the area and attract the undis-
covered hoards of ‘mothing’s answer to the Purple Emperor’ to sugar. It has long been known that 
the catacolid family has a weakness for ‘sugaring mixture’, responding more to it than to ultra violet 
light. I have seen first hand in the New Forest, Light and Dark Crimson Underwing ignoring brightly 
shining traps to sup sugar that had been painted on adjacent tree trunks. This sugary approach had 
already come unstuck once (no pun intended) on National Moth Night (see separate article on page 
26) and we needed to try this method again.

Steve Wheatley came up with a new ‘Aspen Site’. This was on a fruit farm near Robertsbridge 
where dozens of really large Aspen grew at the bottom of a steep bank inaccessible to road vehi-
cles. Nevertheless, Steve lugged his generator down there to provide back-up to the 20 or so trunks 
that we generously daubed with two different ‘sugar’ recipes; one involving Colin Pratt’s matured 
brew, a 1976 vintage, laced with amyl acetate; the other a freshly prepared tincture with the tradi-
tional mixture of black treacle, molasses, rum and a splash of meths. With favourable weather con-
ditions on the night what could go wrong? As usual, despite our high hopes, someone forgot to tell 
the big underwings.

Ah well, there is always next year…and Malcolm has told us that there is more Aspen on a 
neighbour’s land.

Despite the lack of them in the places that we searched, a fine Clifden Nonpareil came to my light 
trap on 8th October, and Malcolm Phillips had one at his place on 13th October. Others in 2009 in-
clude one at Northiam on 19th September, Mike Feeny-Brown had his two on 15th and 17th Septem-
ber and there was one at Icklesham on 23rd September.

Blue Underwing notes by David Burrows

By Michael Blencowe
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Raspberry Clearwing: New for Sussex by Keith Alexander

On Sunday 2nd August I went to the allotment to gather some vegetables for Sunday lunch. As I 
approached the runner beans I noticed an insect which looked very much like a clearwing sun-
ning itself on one of the leaves, and luckily I had left a couple of pots in the shed for moments 
such as this. I quickly potted it, and at first glance it looked like a Yellow-legged Clearwing but I 
decided to take it home for a better look and to take a photo.

On looking at the revised addition of Waring and Townsend’s 
Field guide to the Moths I quickly saw that it wasn’t a Yellow-
legged but a Raspberry Clearwing. The clearwing I had caught 
was a female as it had un-feathered antennae and six yellow 
bands on the abdomen. I phoned Colin and told him of my 
suspicions and he suggested that I take a photo and e-mail it 
to him. He then quickly confirmed that it was a Raspberry 
Clearwing and, much to my delight, a first for Sussex!

Reading up on a recent article in the latest Atropos journal the 
Raspberry Clearwing was first discovered in Hertfordshire in 
2007, and has since been found in about four more sites 
nearby. The clearwing which is widespread in Europe is not 
known as a migrant and most probably arrived on imported 
canes from the continent. The article mentioned the males are 
attracted to the pheromone lure HYL. 

The next day at 2.30pm, armed with the lure HYL, I was back 
on the allotment. I hung it on my raspberries, and to my amazement within two minutes a clear-
wing arrived and a second one turned up five minutes later. Taking them home I closely looked at 

them and could see the feathered antennae and seven yellow 
bands on the abdomen, making them both males.

On Wednesday the 4th I returned once again and caught two 
more males in different areas of the allotment and they both 
came to the lure almost instantaneously. In all, I had caught a 
total of five in three days. The clearwings were all caught be-
tween 1.00 and 2.30pm on sunny warm days with hardly any 
breeze. I tried the lure again several times during the next fort-
night but did not catch any more; perhaps it was at the tail-end 
of their flight season which is given as July to mid August.

This year I will try earlier in the season with the pheromone to 
find them, and I am sure that if anybody else is willing to spend 
a couple of hours wondering around their local PYO fruit farm 
with their pheromones and a punnet, many more sites will be 
found. 

Fem
ale by Keith Alexander

Male by Keith Alexander
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I have continually attributed my lack of botanical knowledge to the fact that my chain-smoking A-
level botany teacher died a few months after the course commenced leaving me with a passable 
knowledge of marine algae but with no knowledge of flowers. This year I intend to re-learn my 
botany one plant at a time – starting with the ones which are important to moth species. 

Botany for lepidopterists: Part One of an occasional series.

Goldenrod Solidago virgaurea

Although I have recorded the nationally rare micromoth Anania funebris at two sites in East Sus-
sex I have yet to find its rather more common foodplant; Goldenrod. Despite crawling around 
woodland rides this plant has eluded me. After already mentioning Goldenrod’s importance to 
Anania funebris and Cudweed in my article on Rowland Wood (page 28)  I decided to research this 
plant in anticipation of more summer afternoons spent at ground level.

Butterfly Conservation have recently released a factsheet on Goldenrod (Spalding, 2009) and state 
that the plant ‘may be overlooked’ and is ‘largely inconspicuous except when flowering’ – which 
makes me feel slightly better about my ignorance of this species. 

Goldenrod  has a mainly westerly distribution in the UK (Preston et al, 2002) but can also be found 
in the south-east of England where it is associated with ancient woodland and can be abundant 
where it is found. 

The plant is a bright-yellow perennial and flowers between June and September growing to a 
height of up to 70cm. 

Spalding (2009) describes Goldenrod as ‘a plant of considerable biodiversity significance’. Indeed, 
around forty species of moth have been reported feeding on Goldenrod – nine of which feed 
solely or almost entirely on the plant. 

This plant is essential for four species of plume moth Platyptilia calodactyla, Hellinsia chrysoco-
mae, Hellinsia osteodactylus and Euleioptilus tephradactyla all of whom have larvae who feed on 
various parts of the plant. 

In fact almost every part of the plant is food for moth larvae. The larvae of the Bleached Pug 
Eupithetica expallidata feed on the flowers and unripe seeds. Algedonia terrealis, a nationally 
scarce Pyralid found mainly in coastal areas of western England,  feeds mainly on the flowers but 
also eats the leaves. 

The plant has given its name to Eupithecia virgaureata - the Golden-rod Pug which has a mainly 
northerly distribution in England but has historically been recorded in woodlands such as Vert,  
Beckley and Rewell in Sussex (Pratt, 1999). This moth doesn’t just utilise Goldenrod as a food-
plant; it also feeds on Ragwort.

A golden opportunity by Michael Blencowe
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The Golden-rod Brindle Lithomoia solidaginis doesn’t feed on 
Goldenrod at all! This is a moth found in the more northerly areas 
of our island and is known to migrate here from the continent. 
Colin Pratt (1999) reports one record of this moth in our county in 
1996.

In woodland settings the larvae of the Star-wort Cucullia asteris
feed on Goldenrod switching to Sea Aster at coastal locations. The 
micromoth Coleophora obsenella also depends on these two spe-
cies. 

Aside from Lepidoptera, the plant provides an important late nec-
tar source to a variety of woodland insects; some gall flies 
(Tephritidae) and leaf-mining flies (Agromyzidae) are associated 
with the plant.

It is certainly worth getting to know this plant and, if you find a 
stand of Goldenrod, it will be worth checking it for larvae, netting 
any moths flying around it (by day or at dusk) or returning in the 
evening with a moth trap.

And if anyone is out in the field with me in 2010 please remember 
to point it out to me! 
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