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WANTED: Sussex Moth Group Secretary 

  

Clare Jeffers has announced her intention to stand down from the position of Sussex Moth Group 

Secretary at the next AGM, due to other commitments. This means there is an opportunity for 

someone else to join the committee and take on this role. Being Secretary is not difficult, time 

consuming or onerous - and doesn't require moth expertise. Duties include maintaining the list of 

members; sending welcome letters to new members; helping to organise indoor meetings and 

sending the occasional email.   

Anyone considering taking on this role can contact Clare for a chat about what it entails, or get in 

touch with our Chairman, Steven Teale, to express an interest. Please consider volunteering. 

 

 

 

 

 Sussex Moth Group Committee 

Chairman Steven Teale clicka15@ymail.com 01273-516716 

Secretary Clare Jeffers clarejeffers@aol.com 01323-423711 

Treasurer Alice Parfitt aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk 01903-740212 

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273-586780 

Newsletter Editor Penny Green pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk 01273-497521 

Many thanks go to the SMG members who sent their articles and photos to be included in this 

newsletter. Everyone was so busy mothing they forgot to send their articles in, so this newslet-

ter is slightly later than usual; apologies for that! Please start thinking about any articles you’d 

like to write for the Spring newsletter and send them in to me whenever you can.  

 

Many thanks go to Colin Pratt for his help with this publication.                 Happy Mothing! Penny 

Many thanks to the SxBRC for printing this newsletter. 

Dates of 2010 Indoor Meetings: 

Thursday 4th February 

Monday 19th April  (AGM) 

Tuesday 20th July 

Wednesday 10th November 

November 2009 
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My first task on Chairman’s Corner is to thank Sam Bayley on behalf of everyone in the Sussex Moth 

Group for his time and effort as Chairman of the group. Sam will be sadly missed when he moves out 

of Sussex, although I’m sure I am not alone in being relieved that the county’s roads will be that 

much safer! 

I can relate to Sam’s initial fears of becoming Chairman of a group with such knowledgeable mem-

bers - some of whom have been recording moths since well before I was born. However, with such a 

wealth of knowledge and an enthusiasm to share the fascination of our county’s moths, I look for-

ward to learning much more from those fellow members and passing that knowledge on in future 

years. 

It is a great pleasure to take over from Sam with the group in such a good state of health. We have 

members of different ages and interests, our meetings are very well attended, newsletters are 

packed with articles, we can keep up to date with some members’ moth-related blogs and, of course, 

we’re all really friendly, which is the best thing of all to a relative newbie like me! It is so pleasing that 

interest in moths generally is at an ever-increasing high. I sincerely hope I can continue Sam’s great 

work and look after everyone in the right way. 

What a relief it has been to enjoy a more traditional summer this year! Although much attention has 

been paid to the unprecedented influx of Painted Lady butterflies, and more recently by the Clouded 

Yellows, I have noticed an increase in migrant moth species compared to the two previous years. You 

will read about some of these migrant species in the following pages in the articles covering the Na-

tional Moth Night events and the item introducing our new logo (which proudly adorns the cover of 

this issue). 

I hope you enjoy reading the latest newsletter and wish you all a happy and healthy winter as we 

look forward to the 2010 season. 

 

With best wishes to all, from Steven. 

 

 

 

Chairmans Corner:  

Greetings from your new chairman - Steven Teale 
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Manley Moth Book Review by Colin Pratt 

British Moths and Butterflies – a Photographic Guide by Chris Manley. A & C Black, London, 2008. 

352 pages, over 2,000 photographs. Sbk. ISBN 978-0-7136-8636-4. Price £24.95. 

Anyone interested in a book containing a total of more than 2,000 colour photographs of the adult 

stage of virtually every butterfly, macro-moth, Pyralid, and Plume, together with nearly 500 micros, 

hundreds of larvae, and a few eggs and pupae, all as seen in nature, will find this a useful and con-

stant companion as an aid to their identification. But the work is marketed as “The definitive pho-

tographic guide to British moths and butterflies”. This is a bold statement, when it is competing 

against Bernard Skinner’s “Colour Identification Guide”. So, how does it measure up to the boast? 

Well, there’s plenty to nit-pick about. The book’s main claim to fame is as a photographic guide - 

and in this it certainly succeeds so far as naturally positioned Lepidoptera 

are concerned - but even here there are niggles. A few of the images of 

the macros are too dark, although the larvae and micros are OK; the 

plates are jumbled to the eye, due to the positioning of head-down pic-

tures which the brain views as upside-down, and a range of different sized 

and shaped formats. While a wingspan is quoted, the reproduced size of 

the insects can be of any dimension regardless of nature. Multiple photo-

graphs are often deployed to illustrate a single species; this is sometimes 

justified but a few are superfluous - and the use of five pictures to illus-

trate the Common Quaker O. cerasi is pointless. On rare occasions a 

photo is mis-numbered – 2024 should be 2026, and 2025 should be 2027.  

The text has been largely extracted from slightly dated standard national 

text books. No attempt has been made to research county lists, which 

means distributional errors are continued and historical myths perpetuated. For example, it is said 

that the Black-veined White has not been seen since 1925 but two such specimens have been so 

recorded in Sussex alone, and it is also mistaken to imply that the Pale Grass Eggar L. trifolii trifolii 

only occurs at Dungeness, that the Crescent Dart A. trux lunigera and Northern Rustic S. lucernea 

do not occur further east than Dorset, that the Golden-rod Brindle L. solidaginis is only found in 

northern Britain, that the Grey Chi A. chi is only found from central Britain northwards, that the 

nation’s last Orange Upperwing J. croceago was seen in 1994 in Wales, that the Brighton Wainscot 

O. musculosa was discovered during the late 19
th

 century, that the Bordered Straw H. peltigera is 

only a regular migrant, that the Crimson Underwings C. promissa and L. sponsa are confined to the 

New Forest, etc. etc.. The index also takes some getting used to.  

Despite all the above criticism, this volume is strongly recommended to all members of the Sussex 

Moth Group, regardless of expertise, because of the photographic plates’ real aid to a quick identi-

fication. The second most important thing about this volume is the price. Originally costing £13.50 

on the internet at Amazon, this soon jumped to a general price of £20.00 and, before discounting 

by Atropos magazine, was £24.95. At the start it was the bargain of the century, and even now it is 

a great snip. View it and buy it.  



perhaps a reflection of the fact we had never previously trapped in mixed woodland or in sedge 

beds!  Many of the species we saw were not particularly rare, but were ones we had long hoped 

to see and which were unlikely to make it to our garden; these included Red-necked Footman 

(we caught six Footman species that night, including Rosy Footman), Blotched Emerald, Lobster 

Moth, Small Angle Shades, Silver Hook and Green Silver-Lines. 

We were also rewarded with the discovery of some Nationally Scarce species which were, after 

all, largely what our ventures out into the depths of Sussex 

were targeted at. The most interesting discovery was a micro 

moth, Nascia cilialis, which is a Nationally Scarce A moth of 

fenland habitats which feeds on sedges. Nationally Scarce B 

species included a female Festoon, two Great Oak Beauty 

and 30 Dotted Fan-foot, which were all new species for us, 

unlike the ever present Lozotaeniodes formosanus which we 

again found. 

We ran a number of other traps throughout Sussex over the 

following months and were lucky enough to be lent a more 

portable generator by Tony Davis of Butterfly Conservation.  

We had a great time discovering species we had never en-

countered before, ones which were quite unexpected, and 

we also had some really enjoyable nights out with friends 

running round after moths. The identification skills we had 

picked up from our garden moth traps were definitely helpful to us, particularly at 2:00am as we 

tried to sort through the 100 or so moths at the bottom of a trap trying to make sure we didn't 

miss anything significant. 

Most importantly of all, we think we may have started to give a little back to the species we are 

catching.  We are looking forward to more expeditions out and about in 2010! 
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Rosy Footman 

Nascia cilialis Silver Hook 
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In recent years I have been known to pester certain SMG members as to where is best to seek 

Mottled Grey. 

Following suggestions from Colin Pratt, I made visits to that area of Friston Forest  above Butcher’s 

Hole Bottom which is known, I believe, as ‘The Gallops’ and used as such by a Jevington racehorse 

trainer. This south-facing grassy hillside is a remnant of the chalk downland that the whole forest 

once was before afforestation in the twenties and thirties. 

My searches here came to nought. However, these negative results could be put down to my lack 

of preparation. 

Mottled Grey larval foodplants are various Bedstraws, also Cleavers. I should have sorted out food-

plant locations at the site during the summer, so better to narrow down any search areas on chilly 

spring nights. In all probability it IS in Friston but just not in the area of hillside that I kept working. 

So, I got round to thinking about where I had seen decent patches of Bedstraw in my travels: in the 

summer of 2003 there was an influx of Humming-bird Hawk-Moths and by late July there were 

plumtious (is that a real word  or only a Ken Dodd word?) stellatarum larvae all along the coastal 

strip and conspicuous on Bedstraw. One of the places where these caterpillars were in good num-

bers was in the rough of the golf course over Seaford Head. So, could multistrigaria be there too? 

To test that theory I telephoned Keith Alexander at the end of March suggesting we give it a try. 

Keith immediately said ‘Yes’ and declared that he ‘felt lucky’ so we had to go! With nets and  

torches in action we were duly rewarded by the sighting of ten Mottled Grey in about an hour. We 

even had a fly-past of noisy Brent Geese against a moonlit sky. 

By way of a celebration we returned to the car via Hope Gap to see if we could find Barred Tooth-

stripe there. A fairly quick search 

revealed seven. The breeze here 

was quite cold but we also saw 

Shoulder Stripe, Dotted Border, 

D. flagella and what I took to be 

a very late Early Moth. This crit-

ter dropped ‘dead’ in to the 

twiggy depths as I attempted to 

pot it and despite out best ef-

forts to recover no trace was 

found. It did look like primaria 

but was it Sloe Carpet? 

 

A hunch that came off by David Burrows 
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In the early part of the summer I pack my map and head out to the ‘Western Weald’ of Sussex to 

search for two of the county’s rarest butterflies. Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Wood White are 

only known from a handful of sites in Sussex – the former suffering a drastic reduction in its range 

over the past two decades, the latter historically suffering from such episodes. However, these 

are rather small insects and this is a big county – there’s always the chance that some as yet un-

discovered woodland glade or sunlit ride will still be home to as yet undiscovered populations of 

these butterflies. 

 

On 9
th 

May I studied the OS Explorer map and found a large woodland criss-crossed by footpaths 

and headed out towards Frith Wood near Northchapel. The north-west of the county is my fa-

vourite part of Sussex – you can walk for hours without seeing another soul – and I had a pleasant 

day recording. Late in the afternoon I was on the edge of the wood and netted a small micro danc-

ing over some bramble. The moth was so distinctively marked that I thought even I had a good 

chance of identifying it. And besides, I was meeting Tony Davis that evening so I could get some 

‘advice’ (or hopefully a full identification) from him.  

 

As the day drew on there were more and more micros on the wing. Unfortunately I only had two 

pots in my bag – so each micro I netted had to be carefully judged – should I let the one in the pot 

go and keep this one instead? At one point the ‘bramble’ micro was almost evicted but managed 

to keep its place in the pot. I ended my walk with two moths to show to Tony that evening. 

 

The first pot I presented to Tony contained something so ridiculously common that he couldn’t 

believe that I could not identify it, but the second pot (containing the ‘bramble’ micro) piqued his 

interest.  

 

Tony later identified the moth as Lampronia flavimitrella (Porter: ‘Bramble Bright’) and I was later 

informed that this was the first record for Sussex. There seems to be a single record of the moth 

in Hampshire, in 1974 according to Goater and Noriss, and the species is classified RDB1.  

 

The moth flies both by day and night in May/June 

and the larvae reportedly feed within the berries of 

bramble.  

 

Thank you to Tony Davies for information, identifi-

cation and photograph. In fact, come to think of it, 

all I did was put it in a pot! 

 

 

Lampronia flavimitrella: first record for Sussex  
by Michael Blencowe 

By Tony Davies 
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Blencowe and Tony Davis. We had a fantastic evening and by the time the trap was turned off at 

11:30 we had caught 79 moths of 31 species. Three Barred Tooth-striped were attracted to the 

light, with a further 14 caught in nets, and although this species is well known from this site, this 

was a very high number. It was also interesting to note a few fresh individuals in the 17 seen that 

night. Other interesting moths recorded included a very worn Tissue, Chinese Character, Shoul-

der Stripe, Least Black Arches, March Moth, Red Chestnut and an early Diurnea flagella. Many of 

the species we caught had never made it the short distance to our garden moth trap, which was 

informative in itself. We also recorded one butterfly species that evening, four Grizzled Skipper 

roosting at the tip of 30cm high Privet plants. 

The next expedition was to Ambersham Common on the 21st June accompanied by John and 

Shena Maskell. This is a site we had all spent a lot of time at before, birding and butterflying dur-

ing the day, and even watching Nightjars hawking moths on summer evening, but we had never 

run a moth trap there before. We set up two MV traps and had a wonderful but very cold night 

out on the heathland. We all saw new species and recorded some fine looking moths including 

Four-dotted Footman, True Lovers Knot, the Scots Pine feeding Lozotaeniodes formosanus and 

the increasingly scarce Clouded Buff. We later learnt from Colin Pratt that this was only the 

fourth site where Clouded Buff has been recorded in West Sussex this century. 

In the days leading up to the 26th June a fantastic number of migrant moths were being caught in 

Sussex in near perfect weather conditions, so on the 26th the same four of us took an MV trap 

down to the vegetated shingle at Shoreham Beach. It was another informative night with nearly 

all moths being caught between 11pm and 1am, and 

the best find was the Nationally Scarce B 

Dolicharthria punctalis whose food plant is dead or 

decaying leaves of plants growing on cliffs and shin-

gle. Considering that Shoreham Beach does not 

have a wide variety of habitats it seems fair to as-

sume that the majority of the other moths we 

caught were migrants but these included five Ele-

phant Hawkmoth, Privet Hawkmoth, Peppered 

Moth, July Highflyer and another Lozotaeniodes 

formosanus. 

Thinking we should make the most of the good conditions, the 27th saw Penny and I heading out 

to a private site backing onto Amberley Wildbrooks which the owners are looking to manage for 

the benefit of wildlife. Once we had got our two MV traps set up our enthusiastic hosts provided 

us with Danish shortbread and a glass of Pimms each. Mothing doesn't get much better than this 

we thought. The next six hours until 3:30 in the morning were the most enjoyable and exciting 

moth trapping experience we have yet had! The knowledge we have picked up from our garden 

moth traps proved invaluable as we dealt with more than 400 moths of 74 species. 

Being able to identify common species quickly provided us with more time to concentrate on the 

scarcer species and we encountered more than 20 species that night we had never seen before, 

Dolicharthria punctalis 
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Trapping at under-recorded sites across West Sussex  
by Dave Green 

Penny and I started moth trapping in our garden regularly in the summer of 2006, and over the 

last three years we have had enjoyed the challenge of identifying moths, the excitement of catch-

ing a species for the first time and the general beauty of the vast range of Lepidoptera in Sussex.  

Our neighbours have been very understanding about the MV light in our back garden (although 

one thought it was our way to get a bumper harvest from our chilli plants!) and neighbours, 

friends and colleagues have all been interested to see some of the more showy and spectacular 

moths we have caught. 

During early 2009, perhaps after our run of 17 empty moth traps (and yes, we had remembered 

to turn the light on), we got round to talking about how our moth trapping exploits were actually 

helping the moths themselves. Granted, we had lots of their food-plants in our small garden on 

Mill Hill, but we had these before we started trapping. We have grown many plants to provide 

nectar for them as well but this was also something we had always done. In the end, we came to 

the conclusion that our moth trapping was probably doing very little, if anything, to positively 

benefit most of the species we caught. 

We enjoy catching and identifying the moths. However, we have realised that the vast majority of 

the interesting moths we catch are migrants who are just ‘passing through’ and the most exciting 

moths we catch are continental vagrants which, by their very nature, are probably doomed to fail 

to pass on their genes. We discussed the need for data from a wide area to show how an individ-

ual species fortunes were waxing or waning, and undoubtedly our trap was contributing to this. 

We had also been fortunate enough to catch a number of recent colonists of the UK so this data 

was undoubtedly interesting, but with a garden surrounded by suburbia and no way of knowing 

exactly where the scarcer species we caught came from, there was little practical conservation 

work that could be inspired by our records. Perhaps in 10 years if we regularly trap in our garden 

this baseline data we have already built up will be more significant, but we wanted to try and put 

our new found knowledge to greater use. 

We kept chatting, and realised that the main things we had gained from moth trapping in our 

garden were a love of moths and some basic identification skills that allowed us to recognise a 

good proportion of the moths we caught fairly quickly; a far cry from our first traps where 15 

species of macro could take us an hour. We decided that a good way forward might be to try 

sites that have never been or are infrequently trapped. This would hopefully add to the general 

knowledge of the distribution of species at individual sites or over the county as a whole and, 

with the records safely ensconced at the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre, they may help decide 

future management plans or conservation work on the sites. 

We decided to start close to home at first and ran an impromptu moth trap at the bottom of Mill 

Hill LNR, about a kilometre from our house, on the evening of the 12th April. We were lucky 

enough to have borrowed a generator from SMG which I lugged to the bottom of the hill and 

later back up again (I still claim this is what caused my kidney stone agony a few days later).  We 

were lucky enough to be joined by Graeme Lyons, Katherine Fletcher, Claire Jeffers, Michael 
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Surely we’ve all been there? You go to say something and the wrong word comes out. Sometimes 

it’s a fairly accurate stab, at other times completely off-target. 

I like cheese. One of my favourites is Apple Smokewood. So it was inevitable that the familiar micro 

Light Brown Apple Moth (Epiphyas postvittana) would be converted to Apple Smokewood in my 

unreliable brain! Every time I go to log it in my light trap notebook I have to make a conscious ef-

fort to write the correct name! However, as a positive off-shoot I always remember that its Bradley 

classification number is 998. And I’ve found that this little gem of knowledge comes in very useful 

when trawling through the internet pages of the UK Moths website  http://ukmoths.org.uk/. Now I 

know that it’s lazy and not very scientific but when I’m trying to identify a mystery moth I love 

starting at 998 and descending through the Tortrix gallery and beyond. Or if I suspect it’s a Pyralid 

or Plume then I’ll head for quadruple figures. I’ve made a lot of discoveries that way and often stop 

off to read the small print. I’ve even spotted some of our own members’ photographs within. 

So where is all this leading? A cautionary tale and the genuine lepidop-

terists and scientists amongst you will be pleased to know that I finally 

got my come-uppance. On 20
th

 July this year I was rather captivated by a 

tiny micro that seemed to glint at me. Under a hand lens I held my 

breath as I admired its metallic golden colour interspersed with purplish 

markings. What a gem! What was it? Adopt the usual strategy and hit 

998 on the keyboard and keep hitting the “previous species” tag. 

Hmmm…and? Well, I seemed to have found it alright…eventually. It 

looked like Micropterix tunbergella. Number One in Bradley’s hit parade. 

Now since penning the above I have had some long discussions with Penny Green, who in turn has 

consulted Colin Pratt and Tony Davis, and I am most grateful to her for her further research on 

Micropterix tunbergella. As a result I have learnt another salient lesson which is to always take a 

photo to help confirm identification, as although I am confident that it was this distinctive species, 

without photographic evidence or a specimen to back it up it’s difficult to confirm the record due 

to a few factors that don’t quite sit right. The main flight season for this species is April/May time 

with some records in June and July, so my sighting is a very late one. Our house is in a wooded 

suburban area which is hardly it's usual woodland habitat, but we do have Sycamore, Oak and 

Hawthorn which could provide the adult with its pollen food-source. It’s such a stunning moth 

though and there’s nothing quite like it, so it’s rather baffling. I shall certainly be looking very 

closely at all the little fellows next year… and hoping.  

Have I learnt? No, Apple Smokewood always starts my micro diet! Great taste!  

Editorial Note - The following has been added by Colin Pratt: All of the most authoritative authors quote an early flight-

time for tunbergella - E. Meyrick gives May, A. M. Emmet says May and June, J. W. Tutt lists records from mid April to 

late June, and the latest photographic guide by C. Manley quotes June and July. The few confirmed and detailed Sussex 

records date from early May to early June, as do the baker’s dozen quoted from adjacent Hampshire by B. Goater. 

Nowadays this is a scarce moth in Sussex, only known from the Arundel area for more than a century - yet its markings 

are distinctive. Moreover, a Victorian colony certainly existed a couple of miles away at Sompting.   

A cheesy tale by John Maskell 
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Which SMG member has the greatest species list? 
by Steven Teale 

A recent article in Atropos magazine, number 36, pages 4 to 8, discussing the sites around the 

British Isles within which the greatest number of Lepidoptera species have been recorded, has 

inspired me to run a similar study of the moth species recorded in the vice-counties of West and 

East Sussex. Such diversity in our own John Radford’s domestic garden at Walberton was only 

exceeded in the whole of the UK by the huge wild habitats at Dungeness and the New Forest, 

both with a history of around a century of previous recording.  

I would therefore like to invite all readers to pass me details of their garden lists and site records 

for non-garden locations so that I can analyse and present the findings in the next newsletter.  

The data I would like is as follows: 

Your name 

Your location (town or village – nothing too specific) 

Site location and grid reference if non-garden (e.g. Friston Forest – TQ535995) 

Brief description of garden (e.g. urban garden, orchard, chalk grassland, etc.) 

Whether your location falls within a designated area (e.g. SSSI, NNR, etc.) 

Years that recording has taken place (e.g. 1971-present) 

The total number of both micro-moth and macro-moth species on your garden or site list 

(please separate your totals for each) 

Number of RDB, Na and Nb species on the list (with species listed if possible) 

Number of migrant species on the list (please list these species) 

Any other comments you feel may be appropriate 

Number of species recorded in 2009 alone (all sites per recorder) 

Your species list applies equally to records of all life-stages of moths and may include leaf-mines. 

This study is intended to be an enjoyable comparison of recording 

activity across Sussex and is not intended in any way to be a sci-

entific project. Data will be accepted on trust. My intention is 

similar to Dave Grundy’s: to provide a snapshot of records for 

gardens and sites around Sussex at the end of 2009 and early 

2010.  

I would be most grateful to receive your data before the end of 

January 2010. You are welcome to email or post the information 

to me – whatever is easiest. Please contact me if you have any 

questions prior to sending me your data. 
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Rusty Dot Pearl 
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For the next two evenings I strolled around the forest with net and head-torch hoping to find 

more Olive Crescents and potentially confirm a second brood of the species at the site – however 

the skies had cleared, the moon was full and I hardly saw a moth.  

The sightings at Herstmonceux and Friston highlight there is a still potentially a lot to learn about 

the distribution and ecology of this moth in Sussex. 

Thank you to Tony Davis, Mike Mullis, Keith & Wendy Alexander and Clare Jeffers. 

 

The group had another visit to the Police Training Area on 14
th

 August. Apart from adding any new 

species to the growing list, our target this time was Barred Chestnut. Six members came along and 

seven traps were set up around the 60 acre site. When we arrived there was a cool wind blowing 

(surprise, surprise!) but it did drop after dark only to reappear around midnight. Along with the 

wind came a heavy dew making the traps and sheets very wet. 

A total of 67 macro species was caught by the time we packed up at 01:00. Our targets species 

unfortunately didn’t appear. The only moths of real interest (locally) was a Small Chocolate-tip, 

Phoenix (2) and yet another new species for Ashdown Forest, Barred Rivulet. Steve Wheatley 

showed us six hibernating Peacock butterflies (I believe there are 13 now) down an underground 

tunnel. Something I’d not seen before. So far we have been reasonably lucky with the weather.  

My thanks go to all those who came along and to our host, Steve, for letting us in (and out!) and 

for the tea and biscuits. 

 

 

Moth Trap at Kingstanding, Ashdown Forest  by Dennis Dey 
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More Crescent Surprises by Michael Blencowe 

  2009 was another successful year for the Olive Crescent in Friston. The moth appeared in the 

trap at Friston Place around mid-June and remained a regularly recorded moth throughout July 

and into the beginning of August.  

This year I was granted access to the northern part of Friston Forest and there I was able to es-

tablish that the moth is indeed widespread throughout the 1969 acres of forest.  

On the morning of the 26
th

 June I was awoken slightly before my 04:30 alarm by a crack of thun-

der. Sensing a storm was approaching I raced out into the humid air and drove through the for-

est. As I neared the survey site the heavens opened and I was caught in a biblical downpour.  

The previous evening’s trap had probably been my most successful ever – there were moths eve-

rywhere. In the deluge my main priority (aside from avoiding electrocution) was to drag the 

moths and trap into shelter. The storm prevented me from counting overall numbers that morn-

ing but there were hundreds of moths in the trap – I did, however, count the Olive Crescents – 37 

in total - my biggest OC haul.  

Over a month later and I was celebrating my birthday at Mike Mullis’s Wildflower Barn at 

Herstmonceux. Mike grows and sells native wildflowers and is popular among lepidopterists who 

need specific foodplants for breeding stock – you may recognise him from his regular stall at the 

AES. After enjoying a nice slice of birthday cake (thank you Wendy!) Keith Alexander and I set 

four traps running in the field behind Mike’s barn which overlooks Pevensey Levels – the first 

time a moth survey has been undertaken at this particular site. The mild, cloudy night of 31st July 

would prove to be one of the best nights of the year for trapping. Well over 100 species were 

caught, including Scarce Bordered Straw, Silky Wainscot, Reed Dagger and two Olive Crescent.  

But were these two Olive Crescents resident in the area – or migrants? The one way to confirm 

breeding would be to return and look for larvae. As I have mentioned in previous SMG newslet-

ters the larvae can be found at Friston by searching by hand on dead fallen oak and beech 

branches.  

With a flight season peaking in June the best time to search for Olive Crescent larvae is in late 

September and October. So, on 23rd September, Tony Davis and I returned to the Wildflower 

Barn at Herstmonceux  and searched for fallen branches in the woodland adjacent to Mike’s plot. 

Despite an hour of unravelling dead leaves and beating branches no larvae were found although 

the woodland looked potentially suitable for this species. As a consolation when we returned to 

the barn Mike showed us a Toadflax Brocade larvae which he had recently found munching on 

his stock. 

That evening was another cloudy, mild night so I hauled the trap out into the ornamental  gar-

dens of Friston Place. Just before 11pm I strolled out with my torch to check the trap and was 

amazed to see an Olive Crescent on the white sheet! It had been almost two months since the 

records had stopped at Friston – which begged the question was this moth a migrant, a very late 

emergence or evidence of a second brood?  

Anyone who has read Dave Grundy’s article in Atropos 36 

will know that the Sussex garden with the greatest number 

of species was also the greatest in the UK. Are there any 

gardens out there that can challenge it? The same article did 

not describe a single non-garden site in Sussex. It would be 

fascinating to learn where the moth hotspots of Sussex are. 

Finally, it would be equally fascinating to learn which re-

corder has recorded the greatest number of moth species in 

Sussex during 2009. This data will apply to multiple sites; i.e. 

wherever you have recorded moths and butterflies in 2009. 

What is the total number of species that you, as an individ-

ual, have recorded this year? 

I hope you agree that it will be fascinating to discover in the 

next newsletter the identity of the top recorders and sites 

on each of the lists. I look forward to hearing from you soon! 

 

 

Steven Teale, 63 St. Leonard’s Close, Denton, Newhaven, East Sussex, BN9 0RW 

Email: clicka15@ymail.com  Tel: 02173 516716 

 

 

Thanks to Colin Pratt for his advice during the planning stages of this exercise. 

 

 

 

Clancy’s Rustic 

Puss Moth 

Peach Blossom Lackey caterpillars 
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2009 has been a very busy year for Butterfly Conservation’s Rother Woods Project. At the start of 

the year I planned an ambitious programme of woodland moth surveys, short-listing 40 woodlands 

to visit between April and August. 

Spring 2009 

The moth season for the Rother Woods Project 

began on 10
th

 April at Corkwood Farm, Iden (the 

most easterly point of the High Weald). The 

owner, Mr Regendanz has been recording moths 

and other wildlife at the farm for many years and 

has amassed a fascinating store of artefacts and 

information. His book of records alone weighs in 

at over 20lbs.  At the farm we recorded our first 14 

moth species of the year including 2 migrants - 

Diamond-back moth and Dark Sword Grass - which 

were to become regulars (in low numbers) 

throughout the year. 

Cool, clear nights interspersed with a few torrential downpours meant that one month and five 

events later we’d still only recorded just over 100 species. This included a quiet night at the nor-

mally excellent Brede High Woods where we previously recorded well over 200 species in a single 

night in 2008. A particularly stunning Lime Hawkmoth did raise our spirits and our hopes for the 

beautiful summer species to come.  

 

May and June 

The first really good night of the year was a late 

Thursday in May at the British Gypsum Plant near 

Battle. Keith Alexander, Mike Feeny-Brown and I set 

up our traps on pale, dusty waste ground sur-

rounded by ancient woodland. Among the 75 moth 

species we recorded were the stunning Green 

Arches, Alder Kitten and Beautiful Golden Y. An 

interesting find was Pretty Chalk Carpet which, as 

the name suggests, is normally found on the chalk 

downs. The presence of gypsum has presumably 

created soil conditions similar to those on chalk. 
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The Rother Woods Project 

Running a Moth Marathon in 2009 by Steve Wheatley 
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On 28
th

 May this year at home I noticed a tiny micro-moth on the clear plastic of my Skinner trap. I 

potted it up and took a closer look through a hand lens, giving it a provisional identification of 

Argyresthia cupressella (Cypress-tip Moth). Although it was similar to some other species, I noted, 

when magnified, a distinctive black crescent near the outer edge of each wing. I let it go and in-

formed Colin Pratt for his comments. 

 

When he asked for some evidence to back up what would be the first all-Sussex record of this 

species, I realised my error in not photographing it. Not knowing whether I would attract another 

one, let alone look closely enough to notice it, I kept my fingers crossed. 

 

I didn’t have to wait long, as I recorded a second one 

on 2
nd

 June, then again on 3
rd

, 9
th

, and 21
st

 of June. I 

duly took my specimen of 2
nd

 to Colin, who, after 

consulting specialists, confirmed that it was indeed 

cupressella. A first record for Sussex – but a surprise 

it has not been reported from other gardens around 

the county before now. 

 

The species is an adventive, originally from North 

America, and is likely to have been imported along 

with its foodplants (Cypress and Juniper); similarly to other moths which share these plant spe-

cies. It was first recorded in the UK in Suffolk in 1997. 

 

It is well worth keeping an eye open in spring for the distinctive brown shoots of affected food-

plants, within which the larvae of this moth feed. My personal experience suggests that individu-

als can be netted during June and July around affected plants in the late afternoon or, of course, 

by checking very carefully around an actinic light. 

 

It is my belief that this moth is more widespread than the record suggests. It is so small – about 

4mm with wings folded – that it is easily overlooked. I hope to read about further records of this 

engaging little species from other group members in 2010. 

 

 

My thanks go to Colin Pratt for his help in confirming this species. 

 

Reference 

Kimber, R., 2009. Species account for 409b Argyresthia cupressella,  

UK Moths http://ukmoths.org.uk/show.php?id=3169 (internet publication). 

 

The First Sussex Records of Argyresthia cupressella  

by Steven Teale 
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Highs & Lows: Emperors and Commoners by John Maskell 

On 29
th

 July my wife, Shena, and I 

indulged in our main naturalist 

hobby and set off on a birding trip 

specifically looking for that majestic 

raptor, the appropriately named 

Hobby. Lavington Common has al-

ways “come up trumps” in the past 

but on this occasion we drew a 

blank. The paths here are very sandy 

and subject to erosion so although 

you generally need to look up to find 

raptors one constantly needs to look 

down to avoid injury. And that’s 

when we spotted out first ever Em-

peror Moth (Saturnia pavonia) caterpillar. Wow! What a find with its bright green hue with black 

hoops, the latter containing raised yellow spots. There was no mistaking this beauty as it headed 

towards the abundant heather, one of its favoured food plants. 

Moving on to Ambersham Common in our continued search for Falco subbutteo we were de-

lighted to encounter another Emperor caterpillar. However, this one appeared to have a shield-

bug species in tow. We watched proceedings closely and the attached insect was clearly in dis-

tress as it struggled to keep up with the caterpillar that was out for a brisk walk. Surely a vegetar-

ian didn’t need to supplement its diet with a crunchy shieldbug? Had we come upon some symbi-

otic relationship? What to do? What would you have done? 

Upon release the weevil made a very speedy exit in the opposite direction whilst the caterpillar 

continued striding out along the sandy path.  

Meanwhile as we headed back to the car a Hobby came skimming over the pine trees and then 

flew the length of the Common. What an end to a right royal day! 

 

 

I also left a trap at the gypsum site the following week in prepara-

tion for a presentation at British Gypsum’s annual ‘Environmental, 

Health & Safety’ day. In the rush of the following day I potted a 

small orange moth (wings closed) which I couldn’t identify. It was-

n’t until I got home that night to find an email from Caroline 

Moore at Etchingham saying she had recorded two Rannoch 

Looper in her garden two nights previously that I thought I should 

go back and check the small orange moth. Indeed it was a male 

Rannoch Looper – an unexpected addition to the project moth list. 

By mid-June we had added Scarce Merveille du Jour, Dotted Fan-

foot and Cream-bordered Green Pea to our moth list which was 

now finally over the 200 species mark. 

Garden Moths Count 

The second half of June was taken up with garden surveys as part of the national Garden Moths 

Count event. We visited and surveyed 15 different gardens in Rother over 10 days – thank you so 

much to all the moth recorders who helped during this intense period. The gardens ranged from 

the expansive gardens of Batemans at Burwash (former home of Rudyard Kipling now owned by 

the National Trust), to school gardens, farm gardens, and a small unkempt garden in the centre of 

Hastings. In each garden we found new moths. Thankfully, the week of the survey was blessed by 

good weather. Only one very cold night pushed the number of moth species recorded below 30. 

The Hawk-Moths were always a hit with the garden owners and their children, as were Spectacle, 

Large Emerald and Burnished Brass. Other highlights included Cypress Carpet (in the centre of 

Hastings), Garden Tiger, Festoon and Orange Moth. In total, over the 10 days we recorded 189 

different moth species and 18 of the 21 Garden Moths Count target species. The most diverse 

garden we visited was Sarah Raven’s Cutting Garden at Perch Hill Farm where we recorded 65 

species on 26
th

 June. 

July & The Fan-foot Festival 

Back in the woods, a survey in wood pasture near Beckley 

produced another surprise Rannoch Looper, spotted by David 

Burrows as the very last arrival of the evening which also pro-

duced Triangle and Kent Black Arches. Three days later I re-

corded another Rannoch Looper at Petley Wood near Battle. 

This time it was the very first moth of the evening. Two Clay 

Fan-foot, also at Petley Wood, marked the start of the Rother 

Woods Fan-foot Festival – a series of moth surveys through-

out July in coppiced woodlands. 

On 7
th

 July at a private coppiced wood near Peasmarsh I re-

corded 66 Clay Fan-foot - the highest number recorded in 

Sussex since 1958 (Colin Pratt, pers.comm.). Three days later 
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Scarce Merveille du Jour 

Clay Fan-foot 
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and eight miles away near Sedlescombe I recorded another 52, also in Sweet Chestnut coppice. 

Subsequent surveys in a variety of Rother woodlands also produced Clay Fan-foot and suggest a 

strong association with two year old coppice regrowth. Our survey on 31
st

 July at the excellent 

Mill Wood at Peasmarsh produced another 11 Clay Fan-foot, and also 2 Olive Crescent (the only 

Olive Crescent recorded in Rother this year). Triangle moth and Waved Black were other high-

lights on the night. 

August 

With August came more cool nights and a 

rapid drop in the abundance of moths in 

the traps. A highlight of August was a trip to 

Bodiam Castle where we recorded several 

Webb’s Wainscot. We also recorded Mar-

bled Beauty for which Waring & Towsend’s 

description of its habitat couldn’t have 

been more appropriate: “Often associated 

with old buildings”. The 13
th

 century castle, 

illuminated by our traps, provided a superb 

backdrop to an enjoyable evening. We were 

treated to the sounds of traditional folk 

music being played from the drawbridge, 

distant fireworks and the sounds of the Kent & East Sussex steam engine working up and down 

the Rother valley. 

The final woodland moth survey of the season was at Brightling Park, a 400 acre estate used pri-

marily for game and horse trials. It was a relaxed and enjoyable end to a hectic season. By the end 

of August the Rother Woods Project had surveyed 35 Rother woods and recorded 404 moth spe-

cies including 17 nationally scarce species. Including daytime observations, we have recorded 602 

moth species in Rother during the last two seasons.  This unprecedented level of surveying and 

moth recording has provided an impor-

tant and detailed picture of moth popu-

lations in and around woods in Rother. 

Over the next few weeks the results will 

be sent to the owners and managers 

and will include recommendations for 

management to benefit moths, butter-

flies and other wildlife. 

We are already receiving requests for 

return visits and invitations to new sites 

for 2010. 
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many ancient Elm and Oak) had big populations, particularly of Lime Hawk-moth in all its colour 

forms, their larvae were always a familiar sight and pupa digging was a ‘doddle.’ Miles of privet 

hedges meant that Privet Hawk-Moths were plentiful and Willowherb infested bomb-sites were 

good for Elephant Hawk-Moth numbers. A row of Lombardy Poplar in another nearby park had 

so many Puss Moth cocoons on one of their trunks they overlapped. Finding wandering larvae on 

pavements was a regular thing with Miller, Grey Dagger, Sycamore, Poplar Grey and Vapourer 

being the usual species, plus the Ermines of course. 

Were they the good old days? 

Can you imagine every moth’s reaction, having not seen a glimpse of artificial light for five or six 

years at the end of the war, when ‘black-out’ regulations were lifted, the street lamps were lit 

again and a million lighted windows appeared? 

For a few heady years a good night’s sport was to be had by cycling to a certain tree-bordered 

rural road near Addington village where the street lamps could be climbed by shinning up the 

stem (taking care not to grip or crush the moths already there) then hauling oneself up to, and 

then sit upon, the small cross-bar at the top whilst hanging on to the ‘swan-neck.’ The cross-bar 

was a left over from where the gas lamp lighter pitched his ladder before electrification (there 

were still gas lamps over Hayes Common at this time). A shouted conversation between lamp 

posts was possible as there were no houses. If the surrounding foliage was jarred or tapped it 

released moths in clouds – all the usual woodland species, the Prominents, Large and Blotched 

Emerald, Hook-tips, Lutestrings (Satin Lutestring was then known, R. South, Vol. 1, as Satin Car-

pet) nothing hugely special but really big counts. 

The main road standard lamps, pre-orange/sodium, were then a bluey-white light that also at-

tracted their quota of moths. When did you last look up to see moths whizzing around big street 

lamps and falling on to the road? In 1947, which was a great migration year, I found three Con-

volvulus Hawkmoths settled on fences beneath those big street lamps. 

Finally, I remember a police car stopping to see who had left a push bike beside the road, looking 

up to see me in a haze of insects twelve feet up then saying:  

 

 

Happy Days!!  

Oh, you will be the moth 

boys...good luck! 
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Mothing in the Forties by David Burrows 

Blimey! Was it that long ago? And was it that unusual, then, for two fifteen/sixteen year old boys 

(my mate was Dick, real name Ivan) living in suburban Addiscombe, East Croydon, to pursue but-

terflies and moths by day and by night? We were collectors of course, as was everyone at the 

time, and we each had, as wartime evacuees, a background of rearing in captivity the moths from 

those caterpillars then more freely found in the countryside. The excitement of finding Drinker, 

Oak Egger and especially Lappet caterpillars in Essex hedgerows has never left me, to the extent 

that I am at present (March 2009) nurturing Lappet larvae bought as babies from the AES exhibi-

tion last October. The best hedgerow I ‘worked’ in 1944 has now vanished beneath an ‘improved’ 

A12 trunk road. 

A budding lepidopterist’s needs were well catered for then, with L. Hugh Newman’s famous but-

terfly farm in Bexley sending out their mouth-watering price lists of livestock, nets and equip-

ment, with orders dispatched by return post. Then there was Messrs. Watkins and Doncaster in 

The Strand, with that huge swinging sign, two floors up, showing a Swallowtail butterfly in full 

colour. I remember climbing the uncarpeted staircase, which had full width advertisements on 

every riser, to enter that cramped and cluttered room where one squeezed between forty-drawer 

mahogany cabinets and mixed with tweedy gentlemen whose murmured conversations were 

peppered with Latin names (I learnt how to pronounce euphrosyne here!). This was THE ento-

mologists’ Mecca and quite daunting for a young ’un. It’s quite pleasing, umpteen years later, to 

know that the same Watkins and Doncaster are still trading a few miles from here at Four Throws. 

All fieldwork then involved either walking or cycling but sometimes a bus ride. Mass ownership of 

cars had yet to arrive and one could walk the length of most urban residential roads in the gutter 

without encountering a parked vehicle. Horse-drawn deliveries of coal, milk and bread were still 

commonplace. 

So, a pollution-free environment still. A common feature across the district where we lived was a 

network of alleyways running between the back gardens of adjacent roads and were pedestrian 

width, through which dustmen would traipse when emptying householders’ bins (none of this 

kerbside collection malarkey). For back garden privacy, close boarded fencing was also the perfect 

place for resting moths. Being in the day before weed-killing chemicals and strimmers and the 

obsessive machine-aided tidiness of today, the vegetation was varied and mostly unkempt, afford-

ing corridors of rich wildlife habitat. 

Dick and I would (separately, to cover more ground) patrol the alleys checking the settled moths 

which could be rewardingly plentiful, sometimes every few yards. I always think of Waved Umber 

as a ‘fence moth’; the V-moth was common too, as most back gardens then grew vegetables and 

soft fruit, not bedding plants. V-moths prefer Blackcurrants to Begonias! Magpie moth was an-

other familiar species, together with Spindle Ermine; both of whose larvae could be pests on local 

Euonymous hedges. Garden Carpet was one of the commonest species. Garden Tiger, and espe-

cially its caterpillar, were just everywhere before their drastic decline. 

The Greater London area has always been good for Hawk-moths and two local parks (one with 
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Thanks  

My grateful thanks go to the enthusiastic and dedicated moth recorders who persevered through 

the early moth surveys and to the owners who provided us with warm tea and a range of delicious 

biscuits. Thank you to everyone who was involved with the moth recording in Rother 2009, espe-

cially the ever enthusiastic and dedicated moth recorders David Burrows, Mike Feeny-Brown, Keith 

Alexander, Phil Sansum, Alan Martin, Pat Bonham, and also to Caroline Moore and Phil Jones for 

their invaluable help with Garden Moths Count. Thank you also to the National Trust and British 

Gypsum who made special arrangements to allow us to undertake surveys. 

Note: A fuller account of Garden Moths Count will be in the next issue of Butterfly (the Butterfly 

Conservation magazine). 

 

 

On the night of the 13
th

 October 2009 I walked into Waterstones in Brighton. I was followed by a 

dodgy looking moth, which I gave my usual once over to identify it. I was expecting a Garden Car-

pet, but I instantly recognised it as a Bloxworth Snout as I saw the last (7
th

 record for Sussex) in 

December last year in a cave. 

I followed the moth into the Mr Men section and tried to get the help of a sales assistant to supply 

me with a suitable container; he handed me a box big enough to put a TV in. I had a cigarette 

packet that I could get it in instead but the moth flew off behind the counter just as the sales assis-

tant was cashing up! I ran behind the counter and the guy looked a 

little freaked out but I wasn’t arrested, though neither could I find 

the moth.  

I went upstairs and looked at some books for ten minutes. When I 

came back down I saw two sales assistants snatching at the air and 

one of them shouted to me ‘It’s back!’. At that point I saw him clap 

his hands together and I feared the worst. The moth was un-

harmed though and I transferred the Bloxworth Snout into the 

empty box of snouts. Having seen 25% of all the Bloxworth Snouts 

recorded in Sussex, I now know that their favourite habitats are 

bookshops and caves. This is definitely my strangest mothing story 

ever.  

Anyone care to bet where the next one will turn up? 

Ace in the hole: part deux by Graeme Lyons 
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Our group proudly launched a fantastic new logo back in June, 

thanks to some excellent artwork by group member Tim Freed. 

The chosen species is the scarce migrant and colonising Pyralid, 

Evergestis limbata (or Dark-bordered Pearl), and Tim's superb 

artwork has portrayed the moth in fantastic detail. It was very 

well received by all members when Tim presented his paintings 

to the group during the AGM in May. We can all look forward to 

seeing the logo promote the Sussex Moth Group in future years. 

 

Seven Evergestis limbata records were reported to the SMG mes-

sage board and Sussex BC website this summer: from Portslade 

on 5th June and early July (where the first Sussex records were 

made back in 1995 (Pratt 1999)), Bexhill-on-Sea on 22nd June 

(the day following the launch of the logo on the Butterfly Conser-

vation website!), Pagham Harbour and Worthing on 2nd July, 

Winchelsea Beach on 13th July, and from Edburton on 31st July.  

 

A 21
st

 century distribution map from the forthcoming new edition of Colin Pratt’s A Complete 

History of the Butterflies & Moths of Sussex (which I understand could be available as a hardback 

book) suggests that the moth is more likely to be encountered in the west of the county, with only 

a handful of southern records from the east, including the two records from this summer. 

 

Distribution map of post-2000 records for Evergestis limbata (Pratt in prep.) 

A New Logo for the Sussex Moth Group by Steven Teale 
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E. limbata - distribution 2000 to 2009

I recently read a copy of Patrick Roper’s provisional report on the status of lacewings and allied in-

sects in Sussex. This was based on the records held by the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre and 

highlighted just how poorly recorded this insects are in Sussex. Many species that could be recorded 

by every moth trapper in the two vice-counties have just a handful of records.  

I would therefore ask moth recorders to retain specimens that they catch in their light traps and pass 

them on to me for identification. All specimens should be accompanied by the usual data (site, grid 

reference – preferably 6-figure - date and name of recorder). In an ideal world, specimens should be 

pinned with their wings spread so that hind-wing venation features can be easily seen but I guess I 

may be asking too much of many people here!  

As it is possible, on occasion, to get lots of lacewings in a trap, I would ask people to be a bit selective 

in what they retain so that I don’t get dozens of specimens of the same species. Things to look for to 

separate species are size, presence of dark spots on the head and thorax, are any veins darkened, are 

there any dark markings on the wings. 

As well as the familiar green lacewings, keep an eye open for the so-called brown lacewings which 

are smaller and often have dark markings on the wings. Allied insects include the scorpion flies, the 

males of which have the end of their abdomen like a scorpion. Please only retain males of these as 

the females are very difficult to separate (females have a straight abdomen that just tapers to a 

point). 

Specimens can be posted to me at 17 Orchards Way, West End, Southampton, SO30 3FB or handed 

to me at Sussex Moth Group meetings. I will endeavour to return containers. 

If anyone would like to have a go at identifying these insects themselves, there is an inexpensive key 

by Colin Plant in the AIDGAP series, published by the Field Studies Council. 
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Specimens of Lacewings and Allied Insects Wanted 
by Tony Davis 

by Patrick Roper 
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Moths at the Grange Gardens in Lewes (TQ414098) 
25 September 2009 

by Steven Teale 

In what was a last-minute addition to the events list, both moths and attendees were few and far 

between. On what was a cool, clear and damp evening, four people joined me at 7.30pm as we lit 

two traps, a 125 watt MV Robinson placed in a central position between mature trees of various 

species, and a 15 watt actinic Skinner placed next to a 350 year-old Mulberry. 

Twenty six moths of 12 species were recorded before we finished at 11pm - a small enough num-

ber to list here:  

Grange Gardens is another site that has not been formally surveyed before. A diversity of interest-

ing trees includes the Tulip Tree, Indian Bean and the very large, old Mulberry. Because the site 

has been relatively untouched for about 400 years, and is now managed sensitively by Lewes Dis-

trict Council, there is some potential for unusual records. Keep an eye out for further events here 

in 2010. 

 

 

B&F Species Vernacular Quantity 

0998 Epiphyas postvittana Light Brown Apple Moth 1 

1497 Amblyptilia acanthadactyla Beautiful Plume 1 

1764 Chloroclysta truncata Common Marbled Carpet 1 

1937 Peribatodes rhomboidaria Willow Beauty 1 

1961 Campaea margaritata Light Emerald 2 

2092 Agrotis puta Shuttle-shaped Dart 1 

2107 Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 8 

2109 Noctua comes Lesser Yellow Underwing 3 

2126 Xestia c-nigrum Setaceous Hebrew Character 3 

2270 Omphaloscelis lunosa Lunar Underwing 3 

2272 Xanthia aurago Barred Sallow 1 

2441 Autographa gamma Silver Y 1 
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How to Catch a Logo by Alf Simpson M.B.E. 

Wherever it is recorded in Sussex, I am sure we are all proud to welcome it as our ‘adopted spe-

cies’ on the new logo. On behalf of all group members, I would like to offer my congratulations and 

thanks to Tim Freed for this great contribution to the Sussex Moth Group. 

 

Many thanks are due to Colin Pratt for his advice when writing this article, and for his permission 

to use the distribution map. 

 

References 

Pratt, C. (1999) A Revised History of the Butterflies & Moths of Sussex. 

Pratt, C. (in prep.) A Complete History of the Butterflies & Moths of Sussex  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine my surprise when I saw an unusual moth on the 

white frame of my garage door as I was driving the car out. 

I hastened to find a pot; it was nothing like I had seen be-

fore but my knowledge of moths was not great as I only 

started mothing in March 2007. A look through the book 

showed nothing like it. Surely at that size it must be a 

macro but no it turned out to be Evergestis limbata and 

this was confirmed by Penny Green.  

 

 

 

 

This moth used to be a rare immigrant. Chris 

Manley quotes a flight-time of July and August, 

although Colin Pratt states that in Sussex it flies 

mainly from early June to late July, sometimes 

from late May, and again from mid August to 

mid September, occasionally to early October.  

It was found on 1st June and my bungalow is on 

the other side of the Downs to the sea but on 

the plus side we do have a lot of garlic mustard 

in the garden which is its food plant. I released 

it as soon as Matthew Sennitt had photo-

graphed it.  

By Matthew Sennitt 

By Matthew Sennitt 
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Throughout 2009 I commissioned and carried out a number of invertebrate surveys at Ebernoe 

Common. One such survey involved timed counts of active searching of a number of different man-

agement units, repeated on suitable days throughout the season. To complement the contractor’s 

work I accompanied him on the visits and recorded Lepidoptera and a number of other invertebrate 

groups. Beating and sweep-netting were the main methods used and this resulted, especially in 

April and May, in large hauls of caterpillars. I have always tried to identify caterpillars when I see 

them but usually just the bright or unusual looking ones. This methodology forced me to get a 

move on and look at the little green and brown jobs. I had always known that Mottled Umbers and 

Winter Moths made up a large proportion of the larvae at this time of year but on closer inspection 

I found that the commonest larvae of all were the Scarce Umber. The trend of Autumnal/Winter/

Spring caterpillars held fast too. I soon became confident at identifying most of the larvae I was 

seeing and almost all, with very few exceptions, had non-summer-flying adults. 

 

Other species that were common included Small Quaker, Common Quaker, Pale Brindled Beauty 

and Dotted Border. Things that I saw less frequently included Feathered Thorn, Green-brindled 

Crescent, Twin-spot Quaker (all three Quakers mentioned here look quite different as larvae), 

Merveille du Jour, December Moth and The Sprawler. What struck me as surprising was when I 

realised most of the larvae had non-summer-flying adults, I could reduce the pool of potential spe-

cies to a fraction of the UK fauna, making identification much faster and easier. It was nice to feel 

like I was making progress with something I had always found quite difficult but I could not quite 

get over the fact that I was storing twice as 

much information in my head without learn-

ing any new species! Despite this, I would 

thoroughly recommend a dedicated survey 

like this for honing your skills. There is noth-

ing like necessity to make you tackle difficult 

groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

Beating for Caterpillars and how searching for Longhorn Beetles 

might actually be as much fun as moth-ing...  
by Graeme Lyons 

Small Quaker larva 

National Moth Night in Newhaven 

Part two: Tidemills beach (TQ458002) 

19 September 2009  

by Steven Teale 

For part two of National Moth Night in Newhaven we moved the traps about a kilometre to the 

east of the previous night’s event and onto an area of vegetated shingle at Tidemills beach, which 

had never previously been surveyed purely for moths. The weather again was as good as could be 

expected for that time of year – little wind, dark skies, fairly mild. 

Getting the equipment to the beach was an effort, the burden being shared between the several 

enthusiasts who attended. A 125 watt MV Robinson trap, 15 watt actinic Skinner trap, generator, 

fuel, batteries, nets, food, drink and other gear were all dragged through the kissing gates by the 

parking area, over the railway crossing, along the long track past the ruins of Tidemills village and 

on to the vegetated shingle beach. 

Two traps were lit and we waited for the migrant species to fly in. One trap was set up by the 

strand line a few metres from the sea, the other on a more established area of rough vegetation a 

few metres further inland. 

While Michael Blencowe was recording Convolvulus and Humming-bird 

Hawk-Moths on Beachy Head, migrant species at Tidemills were fewer in 

number and less exotic. Four species were recorded in all: Diamond-back 

Moth (1), Rush Veneer (1), L-album Wainscot (6) and Silver Y (2). Once 

again, resident species caused more excitement, including Channel Islands 

Pug (1), Yellow Belle (1), and Pinion-streaked Snout (2). In addition to 

these, the ten or so people who visited the traps marvelled at the quirki-

ness of the Vapourer and the iridescence of the Burnished Brass. 
 

As numbers of people gradually made their way back across the railway line I found myself alone 

on the beach with only thousands of sand-hoppers and kamikaze Large Yellow Underwings for 

company. It was mild and still, and I settled in for the night, hoping something exotic would fly in. 

As I stood sleepily by my traps, looking out to sea, I was shocked awake by a flash of lightning 

followed by a distant rumble of thunder. A flurry of activity followed, during which a new record 

was set for dismantling and packing equipment. All the while the flashes and rumbles were sepa-

rated by shorter periods of time. I was determined to avoid a soaking and somehow balanced all 

my gear on a borrowed sack-barrow and dragged it back across the railway line and to the car. By 

this time the storm was bypassing Newhaven, although it finally began to rain about two hours 

later! 

In all, 32 species were recorded, with a moth count of 119. Many thanks to Colin Pratt for his help 

in determining the record for the Channel Islands Pug, which was a first for Newhaven, likely to 

have flown from Tamarisk growing in Seaford, Brighton or Holywell in Eastbourne. A full species 

list can be provided on request. 
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National Moth Night in Newhaven got off to a successful start. Keith Alexander and I ran four 

traps (2 x 125 watt MV, an 80 watt MV, and a 15 watt actinic) on top of the cliffs on what was a 

mild night with a dark sky and gentle breeze. Fifteen people attended, which was a great thrill 

(especially because nobody fell of the cliff or broke their ankle down a rabbit-hole!). 

The Twitter experiment, which linked the other two SMG events, and was ‘followed’ by a surpris-

ing number of people, added an extra dimension to the night – an exercise that could and should 

be repeated in future group events. 

In all, 40 species were recorded, with at least 275 moths visiting the traps. These included five 

migrant species: Diamond-back Moth (3), Rush Veneer (1), White-point (1), L-album Wainscot (33 

– most likely to be the colonising offspring of genuine migrants), and Silver Y (2). 

Eight previously unrecorded species were added to the site list, including the two highlights of the 

night: the Notable B species Feathered Brindle (2) and local species Pinion-streaked Snout (6), the 

eagle-eyed Keith Alexander being the only person to notice the latter was not a micro-moth! 

My thanks go to Keith for helping to make the night such a great success, and also to all who at-

tended – it was fantastic to see such an enthusiastic bunch. A full species list can be provided on 

request. 

National Moth Night in Newhaven 
Part one: Castle Hill Local Nature Reserve (TQ445001) 

18 September 2009  
By Steven Teale 
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In a similar way, the other group that really captured my interest was the Cerambycids, or long-

horn beetles. There are only 60 species (all except two have saproxylic larvae) of longhorn in the 

UK and many are rare or have limited distributions. So, as a group, it is not something that you 

can go out looking solely for, better to tag them on to some other survey/interest. Having said 

this, the West Weald is a hot-spot for longhorns with many of the rare species present. I recorded 

15 species at Ebernoe this year, there are 16 (>25% UK fauna) on the site list and, of these, I 

added four new to the site in 2009. These four consisted of one Notable B and three Notable A 

species. The highlight for me was the Golden-haired Longhorn Beetle (Leptura aurulenta). This 

shows just how easy it is to find longhorns in this area that have not been recorded before and all 

you need to identify them are the British Wildlife journals; Volume 18 Number 6 and Volume 19 

Number 1. The articles contain species accounts as well as excellent illustrations by Richard Lew-

ington himself. A beating stick and tray is useful too, as are targeted searches on large sturdy 

plants such as Brambles, Hawthorns and Umbellifers which these relatively clumsy and heavy 

bodied insects prefer. If you’re really keen, searching on deadwood for adults can also be fruitful. 

One species that I had hoped to see around Beeches at Ebernoe that has not been recorded in 

Sussex, the Large Black Longhorn Beetle (Stictoleptura scutellata), is still yet to be found… 

A mating pair of Golden-haired Longhorns  
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The Sussex Invasion of Cameraria ohridella by Dave Green 

Cameraria ohridella, the Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner, was first reported in Europe in Macedonia in 

1985. Although it’s geographical origin is obscure, this species was first recorded in the UK in Wim-

bledon in 2002 and in Sussex at Chichester and Storrington in 2004. 

This species is more often recorded from its distinctive larval mines 

in the leaves of Horse Chestnut (Aesculas hippocastanum) than 

from its adult form. On heavily infested trees these mines can be 

present on every leaf and can lead to the tree losing its leaves ear-

lier in the autumn than would otherwise be expected. 

Its invasion of Sussex has been quick and the gaps in the distribu-

tion map below probably represent lack of observer coverage (or 

host trees) rather than this micro moth’s absence. In fact the two distinct lines of records on the 

distribution map relate to a roadside survey carried out by D.G.Green travelling from Haslemere to 

Billingshurst and between Lewes and Hawkhurst in 2008. 

During the period May to July this year I recorded C. ohridella leaf mines on every Horse Chestnut 

tree I saw in Sussex, including isolated trees on the Downs and a one foot high sapling in the middle 

of a conifer plantation. On a road trip down to Italy this year I also failed to find a single un-infected 

tree, even in the middle of the Alps! 

The invasion of C. ohridella is a demonstration of how quickly a species can spread in favourable 

conditions and it is unlikely to find our winters a problem; pupae have been reported as surviving 

temperatures as low as –23
o
C in Hungary. I will keep recording signs of this moth in 2010 but it 

would be particularly interesting if any members manage to find an uninfected tree next year. That 

would appear to be the real challenge. 

Many thanks to Colin Pratt for the distribution map below which is extracted from “A Complete 

History of the Butterflies and Moths of Sussex”, currently in preparation.  
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C. ohridella - distribution to 2009

by Patrick Roper 
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I was running a weekend-long grasses, sedges and rushes course on the 5
th

 July this year and to-

wards the end of the second day I was starting to feel a little exhausted and was starting to run out 

of steam. I was also running out of ‘new’ species for the students to key-out. A few days before I had 

found a large patch of Brown Sedge (Carex disticha) and Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus acutifloris) 

containing a few scattered False Fox Sedge (Carex otrubae) tussocks. These were all in what has 

become known as Valley Field, being part of the new land acquired by Sussex Wildlife Trust at 

Woods Mill in 2007. I had left the students in two groups to key-out the plants whilst I went off to 

re-find the few plants of False Fox Sedge I had seen a few days before but I was struggling to relocate 

them. As I walked through the waist high vegetation I flushed out a pale moth that briefly settled in 

front of me, just long enough for me to focus my binoculars on it. It immediately flew off and was  

swept up by the wind heading straight towards the cluster of students. I was pretty sure it was Dot-

ted Fan-foot (Macrochilo cribrumalis) but having never seen the species before I was not convinced. 

I shouted at the students “Stop that moth!” and much to my surprise one of them actually readied 

himself with the stance of defending Spartan. The little moth led him a merry dance though and 

before we new it, it had blown over the electric-fence and off of the reserve, gone forever… 

I walked over to the group to explain myself and mentioned that I 

thought I had seen a scarce moth called the Dotted Fan-foot which, 

as far as I knew, was not all that common in Sussex. I described it 

and asked them to keep an eye out for it, expecting that to be the 

end of it. Back to the final task of the course where I split the stu-

dents up to collect and identify as many different species of grasses, 

sedges and rushes. We all gathered in a circle and checked off the 

species they had gathered before heading back to the classroom. 

Just as we were leaving the enthusiastic attempted Fan-foot inter-

ceptor from earlier produced a pot from his pocket and said “is this 

one of those moths?” Low and behold it was. Not only that, it had 

to be a different specimen and was also a gravid female! Well done to Dan Bennet for finding, catch-

ing and helping me confirm the presence of this species at Woods Mill. 

I took some photos before releasing it. Despite there being a number of moth enthusiasts at Woods 

Mill, fairly regular moth trapping and extensive rush cover across the site this moth has, until now, 

never been recorded here. It is only the fourth known site for the species in West Sussex (C. Pratt). It 

may be a recent colonist to the site but there is another possibility. The moth is known to feed on 

sedge species, of which Woods Mill has extensive patches. These are mainly Lesser Pond Sedge 

(Carex acutiformis) which is very coarse and I would expect difficult for small larvae to eat and wood-

land sedges such as Wood Sedge (Carex sylvatica) and Remote Sedge (Carex remota) that grow un-

der the canopy and may be the wrong micro climate (you really get know a site’s sedge flora when 

you have to teach it to people!). The large patches of Brown Sedge, which is itself an uncommon 

plant in Sussex, may therefore be the only suitable sedge. For this reason, we will be working around 

this vegetation when the river restoration project is carried out.  

Fourth Site in West Sussex for Dotted Fan-foot is no other than 

Woods Mill by Graeme Lyons 


