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Colin Pratt’s Silver Trophy Cup for Sussex Lepidopterists

On about 1st May during the following few seasons I will be awarding a silver trophy cup contain-
ing a cheque for £100 to the person making the most significant addition to our knowledge of the 
Sussex lepidoptera. The cup will be held by the winner for one year. The award is open to all and 
will be for the most important altruistic study of the county’s butterflies or moths during the past 
season. Analyses of butterfly transects or of garden moth-trap results will be considered but, for 
example, new exploratory research into the local distribution and/or bionomics of a scarce species 
would take precedence. The simple discovery of a rare insect is unlikely to be a cup winner, but its 
subsequent investigation might well be.

This year’s winner (2008) of the silver trophy cup was Michael Blencowe. He was awarded the 
trophy at  the AGM of the Sussex Moth Group, for his intensive research looking into the county’s 
Grayling colonies and for his splendid field-work on the Scarlet Tiger at Friston Forest during 2007.

To be considered, applicants need to send me a summary of their work 
and results by late March 2009. Contact details are: 
postal address: 5 View Road, Peacehaven, East Sussex, BN10 8DE
e-mail address - colin.pratt@talk21.com

Sussex Moth Group Committee

Chairman Sam Bayley sam.bayley@btinternet.com 01306-627170

Secretary Clare Jeffers clarejeffers@aol.com 01323-423711

Treasurer Alice Parfitt aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk 01903-740212

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273-586780

Newsletter Editor Penny Green pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk 01273-497521

Many thanks to all of those who contributed to this newsletter, you have helped to make my 
first newsletter a real treat to compile! Thanks go especially to Colin Pratt for his help.

If you have any pictures, articles or suggestions of items that you would like to appear in the 
Spring Newsletter I would be very happy indeed to hear from you.           

                        Penny Green
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Well I am sure that most of you will be up to speed (pardon the pun) with my rather death defying 
stunt on the A23 in mid-August, and if not  here’s a quick recap; Jeep – A23 – deer – crash barrier –
airborne – panel sign – rolls – hedge – upside down – police.  Thankfully I came out with just a small 
bruise on my left leg, while the deer seemingly escaped unscathed, but alas the Jeep went to the big 
scrapheap in the sky!  Something to do with losing the engine and a big hole in the roof! Anyway, this 
got Sal and I looking for another mode of transport and I started thinking what would be ideal from a 
moth-ers point of view. Ideal attributes:

1. Storage space to transport traps, generators, pots and other assorted paraphernalia.

2. Off road capability so as not to carry traps, generators, pots & other assorted paraphernalia too far.

3. Enough space for one or two people to comfortably sleep for the one or two hours when not trans-
fixed to the traps in case of missing the rarity.

4. Onboard temperature gauge and satellite navigation device to pin-point your location.

5. And somewhere to store all of those important rarities for photographing for the website in the 
morning.

So, the first three were pretty easy. Well, it had to be a big 4x4 also known as ‘GAS-GUZZLER’ or 
‘something to take the kids to school in’.

Number 4 just controls the age of the vehicle to a maximum of two years, which then also limits the 
choice as to how far my available funds will stretch – which for some reason is slightly less due to a 
loss of a no-claims bonus.

The fifth one was a lot trickier and left me thinking about large glove boxes; drop down cabinets from 
the roof; roof box (that’s just silly!) or something else.

So looking at the available market of cars it was really between another Jeep Cherokee (covers 1-4 
very well, but only a tiny glove box), Toyota Rav4 (covers 1-4 well although number 3 would be a 
squeeze and same problem with 5) and the Nissan Qashqai (1-no, 2-just about, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-maybe).  
Was this it? Was there no car that could completely satisfy a moth-ers needs?

Then I realised that I was forgetting one – the Honda CRV.  A little bit pricier, but would it be worth it?  
Well the boot space is huge; you could almost sleep in it without folding the seats down, let alone 
enough space for storage. The dashboard display covers all spectrums of temperature, sat nav, aver-
age miles per gallon (something you might want a piece of sticky tape to cover up) and global nuclear 
warfare (not quite, but may be a model of the not too distant future!). But most importantly does it 
achieve Number 5?  Well you wouldn’t believe it but built into the dashboard is a very suitably sized 
cool box!  You can’t really get more moth-er orientated than that.

So which one did we go for, it is obvious of course – the Jeep Cherokee – because apparently it is the 
prettiest!

Chairmans Corner: 
Buying a New Car from a Moth-ers Point of View By Sam Bayley
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Research shows that the adult Olive Crescent 
lays its eggs on fallen branches when the 
leaves are beginning to wilt. The larvae feed 
up on the withered, decaying leaves in situ. 

After locating the most withered fallen 
branches we gathered around unravelling the 
rolled up leaves – a situation reminiscent of 
looking for Willie Wonka’s ‘Golden Ticket’ –
and it wasn’t long before we struck gold. Olive 
Crescent larvae were found at a number of 
sites throughout the forest on dead Beech 
and Oak leaves.

These sites were photographed  and recorded to help further our knowledge of the larval require-
ments of this species.

The Olive Crescent in Britain

Since that original Brighton record, subsequent records from the Chilterns hinted at possible 
populations in that part of England and in 1962 five were captured on the Buckinghamshire side 
of these chalk hills. A small corner of Bucks (south of the M40) held on to its Olive Crescents until 
the last records in 1976.

The focus then shifted to Essex where the moth was found in 1972 at Stour Wood. At one point 
this woodland was its only known British site but would later be joined by a few further popula-
tions in Essex woodlands. 

Since 2003 the Olive Crescent has been recorded annually in the county, including in suitable habi-
tat in Beckley Woods in Butterfly Conservation’s Rother Woods Project area. In 2008 targeted 
surveys lead by BC’s Steve Wheatley have confirmed the moth in two other local sites. Our friends 
across the border in Kent have also recently been 
able to claim Olive Crescent as a county resident.

This moth is currently colonising East Sussex. Con-
sidering the size of Friston Forest (1969 acres), 
there is the potential for a large population. It will 
be interesting to see if this species continues to be 
recorded in the forest in future years and contin-
ues to extend its range in the county.

Many thanks to Tony Davies, Mark Parsons, Colin 
Pratt, Steve Wheatley, David Burrows and Martin 
Albertini (Buckinghamshire County Moth Re-
corder). 
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A Crescent Surprise: The Olive Crescent at Friston in 2008 
by Michael Blencowe

SMG members may recall my feature in last year’s newsletter detailing my discovery of an Olive 
Crescent while walking in Friston Forest on the evening of 17th July 2007. Was this the one-off 
lucky find of an immigrant moth or the evidence of a population within the forest?

A noctuid that looks more like a geometrid, the Olive Crescent holds the position as  ‘the last 
moth on the list’ – B & F number 2495 – amongst the Snouts and Fan-foots of the Hypeninae.

In Britain the moth holds the status of Red Data Book species and immigrant. It was first recorded 
in the the country on 18th June 1858 at Brighton.

Exactly 150 years to the day since it’s first British discovery I started my generator on a warm, 
overcast evening in Friston Forest. My notebook shows at 23:30 an Olive Crescent settled on the 
sheet next to the trap – followed shortly by another. The following two nights were also mild and 
overcast and brief strolls through different areas of the forest with a headtorch and a net pro-
duced Olive Crescent – on both these occasions only a few moths were netted making emortualis
the commonest moth I caught over the two nights!

On June 21st I took a break from 
the survey and set up the trap in 
my usual position, the field behind 
my house on the edge of the for-
est. In the morning three Olive 
Crescent were found in or under 
the white sheet! The following 
evening two were trapped at a 
different location within the forest.

In all 21 Olive Crescent were seen 
over a period from June 18th until 
July 31st with the maximum being 5 
on July 24th. After July 31st poor 
weather prevented trapping for a 
number of weeks.

Withered and Died: Searching for Olive Crescent Larvae

On September 10th I was joined by Butterfly Conservation’s Tony Davis, Steve Wheatley and Mark 
Parsons to search the forest for Olive Crescent larvae which feed on Beech, Oak and Sweet Chest-
nut leaves but, here’s the bizarre twist, dead leaves. And not just dead leaves – really dead 
leaves.
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On 24th May 2008 I was conducting a sur-
vey of the lepidoptera on private land at 
Plashett Wood north of Ringmer. Whilst I 
had stopped for a lunch break I noticed a 
brightly coloured, distinctive micro; orange 
with an elaborate pattern of silvery-blue 
lines and dots – this was one micro that I 
was confident even I could identify!

Indeed, it didn’t take too long to find a 
match on the ukmoths website - Olethreu-
tes arcuella (or Arched Marble in Porter’s 

vernacular). O.arcuella sits taxonomically in the subfamily Olethreutinae within the Tortricidae. It 
overwinters in the larval stage between September and April,  is found amongst leaf litter (which 
is also the larval food source) and, after pupating in May, emerges to fly by day until August. 

Tim Freed contacted me with information that this was quite a rarity in Sussex – I contacted Colin 
Pratt who informed me that the last record from East Sussex was from Vert Wood in 1958 and a 
record from West Sussex in 1907. 

I was pleased that I had rediscovered this rare moth in the county – so was surprised when three 
days later Clare Jeffers and myself discovered six more whilst in the far east of the county near 
Cackle Street in Butterfly Conservation’s Rother Woods project area! Either this moth is more 
abundant than we thought – or my aftershave was acting as some sort of pheromone lure!

I contacted Penny Green at the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre and two more records came to 
light from Gordon Jarvis at two sites in the Peasmarsh area in 2005.

Later in June Dave Monk also recorded O.arcuella within the Rother Woods project area and in 
the same month Gordon Jarvis found the species at a third site near Peasmarsh.

The moth is described as nationally rare 
and inhabits woodland and heaths – both 
my sightings being in open pylon glades 
within woodland. I am writing this article 
to ask SMG members to keep a look out 
for what must be one of our more distinc-
tive micros in 2009 – it would be great to 
increase our knowledge of its status and 
distribution within the county.

Thanks to Colin, Tim, Penny, Dave & 
Gordon for information on this species.

Discoveries of Olethreutes arcuella in Sussex in 2008 
by Michael Blencowe



Large Emerald aberrant form by David Burrows
As we made the final round before packing 
away our gear at the Flatropers Wood meet-
ing on July 17th, led by Alice Parfitt and Steve 
Wheatley, we reached one of Mike Feeny-
Brown’s traps and had begun to examine the 
catch when a large pale moth flew in and 
settled on a side panel. “An orange moth?”  
No, it appeared to be a Large Emerald, but 
buff-coloured and a similar shade to that 
seen in old museum specimens. Mike kindly 
passed the moth to me to photograph with a 
typical Large Emerald for comparison. 

Having never seen this form before, I wondered how uncommon is it?  

In the absence of the specimen, there must be some doubt that the above photograph depicts a form dictated by pre-
emergent factors. In my opinion it is more likely to have been due to its post emergent  environment. The green 
ground-colour of all the Emerald moths is seriously affected by moisture, especially if of an acid pH, which quickly 
reduces the colour to that illustrated. C. R. P.
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David Burrows

We’ve had lots of highlights in our Shoreham MV 
moth trap over the 2008 season. However, our 
most exciting moth to date, and probably for the 
rest of our mothing days, was one which we 
caught on the evening of the 9th June. Looking 
through the trap the following morning at 
7:00am, after turning off the light and covering it 
at 4:00am, we took out the very last egg carton 
and on turning it over, a Hawkmoth hopped out 
and tried to fly off. We managed to catch it and 
initially thought it was a Bedstraw Hawkmoth, although we were unsure of our ID and recognised 
how rare these are. We took some hurried photos and then had to dash off to work but decided to 
put the moth in the fridge for the day as we were not certain of our ID. Once at work, Pen re-read 
the description and checked some other books and realised that it could be the scarce immigrant 
Spurge Hawkmoth. We returned home and checked it and it certainly appeared to be a Spurge 
Hawkmoth! Colin Pratt’s species account shows that there have only been half a dozen confirmed 
adults recorded in Sussex including one in Bognor in 1901 and one at Eastbourne in 1907. Curi-
ously, there are more records of the larvae in Sussex than adults, with all records from the east 
including two feeding on Wood Spurge at Ecclesbourne Glen in 1871, two at Hankham, Pevensey 
and seven at Heathfield in 1949, and one found on a patio at St Leonards in 1994.

Penny Green

Spurge Hawkmoth by Dave Green
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Focusing on new moth species at home
by John Luck

I have been running a Skinner mercury vapour moth-trap in our garden for the past five years, 
essentially during Spring and Summer but on a somewhat irregular basis. This year, I’ve tried to 
run this more frequently and normally manage a weekly trap when we are at home. Favoured 
gardens would apparently expect to attract 200-300 species and as we are close to downland with 
farmland on our doorstep, so I imagine we fall into that category. The garden count at the present 
time is 188 species.

To keep track of first sightings and overall number of species seen, I have devised a spreadsheet 
based on the UK Moth website list of species and added ‘Total’ columns for UK, ‘Seen at home’ 
and ‘Seen elsewhere.’ By aligning the cursor with the Species Name, I am able to go directly to the 
UK Moth website and see pictures, and read a description of the moth and its habitat.

Now, indeed, seemed to be a good time to become more focused on the species that I had not yet 
seen, so I grovelled cap in hand to the lovely Penny (none other than our new Newsletter Editor) 
at SxBRC, who kindly provided me with a spreadsheet of all the species that had been seen 
nearby. It transpired that 337 species had been seen in our area, thus there were 151 others that 
could potentially be seen plus, of course, totally new ones. Many of the 151 species were de-
scribed as Common and in a suitable habitat. Also, since I had not run the trap that often and not 
at all in autumn and winter, there were many new garden species just waiting to be discovered.

The next step was to compare the full spreadsheet to my own and highlighting all the species that 
had not been seen at home. These species were then copied into a new sheet entitled “Not yet 
seen”. Columns were added for all the months of the year, dividing these into quarters for ease of 
viewing. Next, I read through my Waring and highlighted the months when each species was on 
the wing. Part-months were dealt with as follows, using June as an example:

Early June.........Start of Period (applied).........End of Period (ignored);

Mid-June..........Start of Period (applied).........End of Period (applied);

Late-June..........Start of Period (ignored)........End of Period (applied).

Rarities were highlighted to indicate this status.

Where there were two or more flight seasons resulting in two periods merging, either the last 
month of the first period or the first month of the second period was removed. The aim of indicat-
ing that there were two flight seasons was considered more important than total accuracy on the 
flight months. Where a single flight period was interrupted by hibernation, this was noted by 
“hib” in the intervening months.

With this new facility available, I am now able to look at the current month and see which new 
species are on the wing, then swot up on the pictures and descriptions on both the UK Moth web-
site and the Waring guide and thus be on the look out for these species in future moth-traps. 



Photo: S.J. Patton 

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THE STAG BEETLE?

IF YOU HAVE, THEN PLEASE CONTACT COLIN PRATT, F.R.E.S.
By telephone – 01273 586780 By e-mail – colin.pratt@talk21.com

By post – 5, View Road, Peacehaven, East Sussex, BN10  8DE.
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Two of us valiantly set my two MV traps on what was going to be 
the norm for the rest of the season, i.e. a less than warm and 
blustery evening. Our target species were Alder Kitten and Rosy 
Marbled which had both been recorded from this site for the first 
time in 2007, although in much better conditions.

Of the 55 species recorded, we only managed Rosy Marbled of 
the target species of which we caught four. Other notable macro 
moths included four Marbled Browns (a species I rarely encoun-
ter around Horsham), a Satin Lutestring, a Bordered White, a 
Pale Oak Beauty and a Little Emerald.  

A couple of micros that were of interest included Buff Long-
horn (Nematopogon metaxella) which although very small 
has incredibly long antennae and the very intricately col-
oured Speckled Fanner (Glyphipterix thrasonella) which I had 
never encountered before (sorry about the poor picture). I 
will certainly be looking for Alder Kitten here again in 2009 as 
this would confirm a breeding colony close to its most west-
erly distribution in Sussex.

Leechpool and Owlbeech Woods, 31st May 2008 By Sam Bayley

Glyphipterix thrasonella by Sam Bayley
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A key species for Butterfly Conservation’s 
Rother Woods Project is the Clay Fan-foot 
Paracolax tristalis. Second to last in our 
moth books, this small plain, sandy-coloured 
moth turned up at every Rother Woods 
moth survey during its July flight season and 
it also made an appearance at the garden 
traps of David Burrows near Northiam and 
Mike Feeny-Brown in Peasmarsh. This sug-
gests the moth continues to do well in the 
Rother area.

Clay Fan-foot is a Nationally Scarce (Na), UK 
BAP priority species. An inhabitant of broad-leaved woodland, it is described as favouring sunny 
but sheltered areas where trees have been felled or coppiced and re-growth has begun, and that’s 
certainly where we found it this year. On one occasion in July, seven traps were set up through Mill 
Wood near Peasmarsh. Clay Fan-foot arrived in good numbers at Keith Alexander’s two traps situ-
ated in sweet chestnut coppice only, but none were recorded at the traps outside the coppice 
coupe only a short distance away.

Next season more surveying of the Clay Fan-foot will be undertaken in an attempt to get a better 
understanding of its habitat requirements. As an aside, we also noticed the moth often only ar-
rived after midnight and would regularly be found on the outside of the trap, rather than inside the 
trap.  This is all information we will put to the test next July when more woods will be searched 
and a variety of trap locations will be tried.

Thank you to David Burrows, Mike Feeny-
Brown, Keith Alexander, Alan Martin and 
Alice Parfitt for being involved in the 
surveys this year and to the many land-
owners who made their woods available 
for surveys. If you’d like to come along 
next year and help with the Clay Fan-foot 
research please let me know: 

swheatley@butterfly-conservation.org

Clay Fan-foot doing well in Rother
by Steve Wheatley

Steve Wheatley



In the last gripping installment of the Scarlet Tiger story (SMG Newsletter: Spring 2008) we left 
our early instar colony in a remote Friston Forest ride. Would they survive the winter and the 
dreaded Mountain Bikers of Seaford? Tune in for Episode 2: 

In December 2007, two months after the first feral Scarlet Tiger colony in Sussex since approxi-
mately 1929 was discovered,  their dense, impenetrable scrub home was cut and cleared leaving 
their forest ride bare….and open to the public. Throughout the winter I watched hikers, dog-
walkers, cyclists and horses trample the ride to mud 
and wondered if the larvae would survive. 

On April 26th 2008, as spring arrived across the forest 
and patches of Common Nettle began appearing on 
the ride, the sight of a familiar black and yellow cater-
pillar answered my questions. The larvae were back –
about ten times bigger and just as hungry.

The Tiger larvae were easy to survey as they sat bra-
zenly feeding on the low nettles and the following day 
– with help from a four-year old called Molly who was 
passing by with her father – fifty-eight caterpillars were counted.  With the ride still being used as 
a mountain bike route I was aware that the Tigers would be vulnerable if twenty overweight cy-
clists from Seaford came charging through. With permission from the Forestry Commission I 
dragged branches and logs across the ride to protect the nettle patches.

As Friston’s nettles grew taller and covered the ride it became harder to find the larvae but some 
were still present a month later on May 26th. 

And then came the long wait as the larvae vanished and pupation started. The Friston ride 
seemed far from the ideal habitats described for this species in most counties, of river banks and 
water meadows, ‘though drier habitats have been traditionally preferred in Sussex - but would 
this woodland ride be too dry for the pupal stage? 

The Return of the Scarlet Tiger
by Michael Blencowe
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Field Trip Report: Memorial Common, Chailey, 18th July 2008 
By Sam Bayley

Although another windy evening, it 
thankfully didn’t rain and Keith Alexan-
der and I set up our three MV traps 
with the on-looking crowd of about ten 
very hopeful Chailey Common mem-
bers. Before the traps got warmed up, 
a little walk near the car park revealed 
a large colony of Horse Chestnut Leaf-
miners (Cameraria ohridella), feeding 
signs of Common Oak Purple
(Eriocrania subpurpurella) (thank you 
Tony Davis) and a newly emerged 
Black Arches on a roadside post. We 
then quickly convened to the traps 
hoping that the wind and temperature 
might improve!

The first 30 minutes of near darkness produced ab-
solutely nothing moth-wise, although the churring of 
a very close Nightjar was unexpected on this part of 
the Common. Finally the moths started to arrive and 
the first was almost certainly the star of the night, a 
pristine Beautiful Yellow Underwing, which was the 
reason for Keith’s long trek from Bexhill, although I 
managed to persuade him to stay a while longer and 
overall managed to record 57 species in total. This 
included some of the regular heathland species such 
as Birch Mocha, True Lover’s Knot, Narrow-winged 
Pug and Grass Emerald while we also encountered a 
swarm of Drinkers.

The only other highlight was a Small Purple-barred. 

The other unexpected treat was in the morning 
when I woke up. I was presented not with just one 
bacon sandwich, but three and a flask of coffee, 
needless to say that it would have been rude to re-
fuse (thanks to William and Audrey!). I was then able 
to show another group of about 15 people the con-
tents of the traps. 

Beautiful Yellow Underwing by Keith Alexander

Small Purple-barred by Sam Bayley
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Four members turned up at Rye Harbour in what proved to be an excellent night. It was perfectly 
calm - rare on the coast . Rain-threatening clouds over Fairlight soon moved away.

With such a large reserve, we decided this year to target the salt-marsh and shingle opposite Cam-
ber Sands, to see if we could draw in any specialities which live in these habitats.

Five traps were placed along the seawall and after dealing with several enquiries from curious 
nearby caravan dwellers taking an evening stroll, we started checking the traps.

We found the two traps opposite the largest piece of salt-marsh 
had specialities such as Crescent Striped - a Dark Arches look-alike 
and it took a bit of perusing before we decided it wasn’t a Dark 
Arches. 

On the final round, another salt-marsh speciality appeared - a Star-
Wort which feeds on Golden Rod inland but on Sea Aster in coastal 
salt-marshes.

Among hundreds of Smoky 
Wainscot and Dusky Sallow 
were one or two odd moths 

which one wouldn’t normally associate with shingle, such as 
Swallowtail, Buff Arches and Iron Prominent, and we were 
also pleased to see several Garden Tigers – nationally  a fast 
disappearing species.

Chris the Reserve warden joined us and pointed out a Roesel’s Bush Cricket, which is appearing 
more often at Rye and appears to be expanding its range. The last two traps set on shingle near 
the river mouth had several of the moths we wanted to see, Pale Grass Eggar, Archer’s Dart and 
large numbers of Pigmy Footman and a Shore Wainscot which had flown across the river from 
Camber Sands. Among the pyralids we saw were Cynaeda dentalis and Oncocera semirubella,
both shingle specialities.

Finally, on leaving for home, a brief look at the illuminated caravan 
park sign revealed our final good moth of the night, Ethmia bipunc-
tella - one of the several RDB species we saw that night.  

The night’s total of 104 different moths included four RDB species 
and seven Notable b amongst this total and made us realise what a 
special place Rye Harbour is for wildlife. We also found out later that 
two of the moths we had recorded - Maiden’s Blush and the Olive 
were only the second records for Rye Harbour.

Field Trip Report: Rye Harbour, 26th July 2008 by Keith Alexander

Crescent Striped by Keith Alexander

Star-wort by Keith Alexander

Shore Wainscot by David Burrows

The literature told me that adult dominula fly on June afternoons and evenings and I spent many 
an hour after work strolling up and down the ride. Each night I would return home to hear Clare 
ask “Did you find anything?”, as I hung up my cap. I would shake my head and retire to my arm-
chair.

Despite spending the past nine months staring at pic-
tures of the adult moth in books I was still somewhat 
unprepared for what what was waiting for me on June 
28th – the sight of three Scarlet Tigers flying around me 
in the bright afternoon sunlight was an incredible, if 
oddly surreal, moment. 

Over the coming weeks I visited the forest whenever 
possible and was able to show other SMG members this 
spectacular species but by July the ride was being domi-
nated by Hemp Agrimony and locating the adult Tigers 
at rest was becoming difficult.

The Sussex Branch of Butterfly Conservation decided to use the story of this moth’s return to Sus-
sex to help raise public awareness of moths and to promote their website.

On July 4th the article ‘Tiger found in 
Friston Forest’ was printed in the East-
bourne Herald – my entomological discov-
ery sharing the page with a story about 
two men who got into a fight over a co-
caine deal. 

That evening I proudly showed Clare the 
article in the paper, poured myself a gin, 
polished my trophy and sat back to enjoy 
my brief moment of fame. 

But the story of the Return of the Scarlet 
Tiger was only just beginning…..

The next day I received an email from 
Michael Bentley of Eastbourne. He had 
read the article and recognised the moth 
as one he had seen in his Eastbourne 
garden a few days ago.. “Are you sure?” I 
asked, “Yes,” he replied “ in fact I still 
have it here in a box”. The moth had died not long after Mr Bentley had found it. I raced to East-
bourne and picked up the deceased moth.  Amazing – a Tiger miles away from the Friston colony.
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But it didn’t stop there! The emails kept coming. A Scarlet Tiger on west Eastbourne seafront in 
early June, another in an east Eastbourne garden in mid-June; Winchelsea Road!, Upperton Lane!, 
Enys Road!, Churchfield Square! The Eastbourne Herald reporter was back on the phone – people 
had been calling in to report seeing this moth in their gardens and they ran another article on July 
11th -“Rare Tiger Moth spotted around Eastbourne”

The following day I received an email from Mr Michael Whiting:

Dear Mr Blencowe, My wife and myself read with interest the articles in the last two issues of The 
Herald regarding sightings of the Scarlet Tiger moth.  On the 22nd June 2008 my wife and daugh-
ter witnessed between 30 and 50 of these moths emerging from the Bay tree in our garden. We 
took some photo's of the moths drying their wings in the sun. I hope they are of interest to you as 
it looks as if the Tiger is very much alive and well in Eastbourne.

I visited Mr Whiting who showed me around the garden of his large terraced house in Hartfield 
Road. The Bay tree in the corner of the garden was adjacent to an area of bramble where Mr 
Whiting had photographed some distinctive black and yellow caterpillars in April. He showed me 
his photos and asked if I knew what they were. 

So that’s the strange case of the Scarlet Tigers in Eastbourne. Who knows how long they have 
been in the county – perhaps a recent immigration means there are many gardens and woodland 
rides along the south coast of Sussex with hidden colonies. But we should not forget that this 
moth is an attractive species and is regularly bred in captivity - is that the source of our Tigers? My 
view is that the species – like others I have recorded in Friston - has become recently established 
through immigration. 

For me it was very encouraging to see the interest in moths that the Scarlet Tiger generated. East-
bourne residents were busy photographing this colourful moth on their mobile phones while I was 
still anxiously pacing the Friston ride – and I was able to send Moth information leaflets to many 
people who contacted me after reading the story in the paper. In the second Herald article I ad-
vertised a hastily-arranged ‘Butterfly & Moth walk’ in Friston and had over 40 people gathered 
around me as I opened my moth trap on July 25th – many seeing Garden Tigers and Elephant 
Hawkmoths for the first time.
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In August I was manning a stall to promote Butterfly Conservation at an Environmental Fayre in 
Brighton. Our promotional display board now features a large cut-out Scarlet Tiger, taking it’s 
place amongst other cut-out butterflies and moths of our county. I wondered to myself how long 
Callimorpha dominula would remain a moth restricted to Friston and Eastbourne. 

One young lad, who seemed very knowledgeable about moths, was eager to talk to me; “You see 
that Scarlet Tiger” he said pointing to my display “We had a load of those in my back garden in 
Brighton this year”…………

Tune in to the next thrilling episode: The Jersey Tiger strikes back.

With thanks to Colin Pratt, Mr & Mrs D. Crooks, Alan Quinton, Mr & Mrs C. Brooks, Michael Bent-
ley, Callum Lyle, Mr & Mrs P. Young, Michael Whiting, The Eastbourne Herald. And Clare Jeffers. 
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