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“One of the main issues affecting Striped Lychnis is that many of our 
known populations occur on road verges.” 

The State of Striped Lychnis  
Cucullia lychnitis in West Sussex 
 

Fiona Haynes, BC Moth Conservation Officer 

I joined BC in 2017, mainly working on the 

Barberry Carpet Back from the Brink Project 

and the Surrey Small Blue Project. I have the 

pleasure between juggling these roles and 

spending some of my time working on the 

Striped Lychnis moth. I thought it was a good 

opportunity to update the Sussex Moth Group 

on Striped Lychnis for interest and in case 

anyone would like to get involved in some way.  
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Striped Lychnis is a Priority Species in the UK, being mainly found in 

Hampshire and Sussex with populations in Berkshire, 

Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. It is almost entirely reliant on 

Dark Mullein Verbascum nigrum with the caterpillars mainly 

feeding on the flowers. The caterpillars are very conspicuous and 

striking, and are similar to those of the Mullein moth. They differ in 

being less heavily marked than Mullein moth and they are to be 

found later in the summer, throughout July in most years.   

 

One of the main issues affecting Striped Lychnis is that many of our 

known populations occur on road verges. Verges are incredibly 

important for many wild flowers, as we all know, and regular cutting 
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can prevent them from being overtaken with scrub and coarse 

vegetation. However, if verges are cut during the summer it can 

easily affect populations of both the plant and the moth. BC are 

very keen to try and prevent verge cutting during the summer and 

have been in discussions with councils to prevent this happening 

where there are important populations of Striped Lychnis. 

However, we are also extremely keen to establish populations in 

the wider countryside. The ideal management for these roadside 

populations is cutting at the end of the summer and the removal of 

arisings so that nutrient levels are kept low. Periodic soil 

disturbance will expose the seed bank too.  

 

Our annual surveys of Striped Lychnis are mainly in Hants and 

Sussex but the West Sussex populations haven’t had a great deal of 

reported surveys in recent years. As a resident of West Sussex 

(about 100 metres from the Hampshire border!), I started to 

inspect the Dark Mullein on my local walks as I knew that some of 

the areas used to support Striped Lychnis in the past. It wasn’t long 

before I found a 

single larva on 

Harting Down in 

2017, the first that 

we had known of 

there in 13 years. I 

then went on to 

find another 12 

there a few weeks 

later despite very 

few spikes of Dark 

Mullein. Further 
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searches in the area have revealed some small populations on private 

land and land belonging to West Dean Estates at Hooksway, plus a 

population at Buriton Farm on the South Downs Way. The most 

exciting find has been at West Harting Down though. The foodplant 

Dark Mullein never appears to be very abundant, but I found a wide 

clearing with an estimated 1,000 plants and 5 larvae in 2017. This year, 

though, I have had a meeting with the Forestry Commission up there 

and they have shown me a permanent clearing with at least 3,000 

plants. I found 21 larvae on my original wide ride this year but was too 

late in the season to survey this clearing; I am looking forward to 

surveying the area next year. 

 

A reliable Sussex site is a pony paddock at 

Walderton. There were 8 larvae recorded 

there last year but this year there were 40 

larvae on 160 plants. Interestingly, some 

of the larvae had only very faint or no 

markings (see photo).   

I have been in discussion with the Forestry 

Commission, Natural England, the South 

Downs NPA, West Dean Estates and 

private landowners over the potential for 

targeted management for Striped Lychnis 

and overall these discussions have been 

very positive.  

 

Many people and organisations are happy for BC to spread Dark 

Mullein seed and the Forestry Commission recently created some bare 

ground patches for us when they were mowing up at West Harting; I 

have since seeded these areas. 
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Elsewhere in Hampshire we have found some landowners who 

are happy to create large scrapes for seeding with Dark 

Mullein. I am hopeful that we can find some landowners in 

West Sussex who would consider doing the same. We are trying 

to get Dark Mullein seed included in nectar mixes for arable 

margins too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please do get in touch for more details or if you would like to 
accommodate some Striped Lychnis on your own 
land or in your village – fhaynes@butterfly-
conservation.org 

 

 

mailto:fhaynes@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:fhaynes@butterfly-conservation.org


“I had already decided to photograph every one to enable individual 
identification. This was beginning to get interesting.” 

Stripes Before the Eyes 
 

Patrick Bonham, Rye moth-er 

 

On 13th August 2013 I saw my first-ever Jersey 
Tiger settled on my kitchen window in Rye. 
What a spectacular moth!  As with all new 
species I took a photo, but I never thought how 
many more I would attract to my trap in the 
following years. 
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None appeared in 2014, but during 9th–21st August 2015 I trapped 
Jersey Tigers on five nights and photographed each one. Variations 
in their wing markings showed that three different individuals were 
involved. In 2016 there were just two, on 31st July and 28th August, 
but the floodgates opened in 2017 with no fewer than 17 different 
individuals between 10th July and 15th August and a peak count of 
five on 11th August.  I had already decided to photograph every one 
to enable individual identification. This was beginning to get 
interesting. 

 

I thought 2017 had been good until this year. After the first on 12th 
July there were singles on 16th and 20th, two on 25th, four on 31st 
and three on 2nd August. Nine on the 4th were unprecented, then no 
fewer than 16 Jersey Tigers were in and around the trap on the 7th. 
They were everywhere!  And I wasn’t trapping every night, by all 
means. Ten more were trapped over the following 17 nights until the 
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last one on the 24th. In all, I 
photographed 44 different 
individuals in my garden this year. 

Unlike most moths, Jersey Tigers 
have such clear-cut but variable wing 
markings that it is possible with care 
to compare details between photos, 
as can be seen by looking at those 
here. The white projections from the 
costa, the white edge to the dorsum 
and especially the ‘tooth’ sticking up 
from the white subterminal band 
show most variation. Every photo has 
to be compared with all the preceding 
ones, which gets ever more laborious 
as the season progresses, but I found only five ‘retraps’. These 
showed that adult Jersey Tigers can survive for at least 23 days. 

 

The hindwings are 
usually red, with the 
yellow lutescens form 
in varying proportions 
in different localities 
(see photos and Pratt’s 
‘Complete History’, 
vol. 4). There’s often a 
suggestion of 
hindwing colour 
through the white 
forewing markings, 
but this is not reliable.  

 

Most of my moths were photographed with wings firmly closed 
and I didn’t try to make them open their wings, so I can give no 
figures for the red and yellow forms. 
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The question remains: where are my moths coming from?  
Most looked very fresh with a constant turnover through the 
season, suggesting continuing emergence from very local 
breeding colonies. Breeding habitat includes gardens as well 
as open ground and shingle beaches, with a wide range of 
herbaceous larval food plants including nettle, dead-nettle, 
hemp agrimony, borage, plantains, ground ivy and bramble. I 
run only a 60W actinic trap with a very limited range in a 
small enclosed suburban garden. The next step will be to 
search for eggs or larvae for which I would welcome any 
advice or help. The Jersey Tiger story is only just beginning 
and I’m already looking forward to the next ‘Tiger season’! 
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Of the 6,834,363 (at time of writing) records we have in the database, 

3,008,242* of 

1 Million Moths! 
 

Bob Foreman, Sussex Biodiversity 
Record Centre (article from SxBRC blog in May) 

Of the 6,834,363 (at time of writing) records 
we have in the database, 3,008,242 of those 
are of birds, 1,075,751 are of flowering plants 
and, as of today, there is now a third 
taxonomic group with more than one million 
Sussex records - moths! Over the past few 
weeks we have collated and imported 
approximately 80,000 new records (the vast 
majority of which were collected in 2017) and 
thanks to the avid moth recording 

community in Sussex, the total now stands at 1,000,873. Every one 
of these records has also been passed through the rigorous scrutiny 
of our dedicated County Recorder for Lepidoptera, Colin Pratt. 

I had hoped that record #1,000,000 would be of some spectacular 
or particularly scarce species but having checked the import logs it 
would appear that record #1,000,000 is of a Treble Brown 
Spot Idaea trigeminata - not particularly scarce or spectacular but 
undoubtedly an attractive little moth - it was recorded at Pagham 
Harbour last June. 



Atlas of Britain & Ireland’s  
Larger Moths 
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The Sussex Moth Group sponsored two moths 
for the upcoming Atlas of Britain & Ireland’s 
Larger Moths. V-Moth in memory of Bernard 
Skinner, and Radford’s Flame Shoulder in 
memory of John Radford. 
  
 
The atlas is due out in Spring 2019, and a 
special pre-publication offer is now available 
from NatureBureau:  

 
https://www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/atlas-of-britain-and-
ireland-s-larger-moths-detail 

  
Pre-order your copy now, and save £10 on the published 
price; £27.50 + £4 p&p (RRP £37.50 + £4 p&p) 
  
 
This offer will run until 31 March 2019. 
  
 
The fundraising for the atlas was a major success; every species was 

sponsored either via the online auction or by reservation in advance. 

Many thanks to everyone who sponsored a moth and in turn 

supported the production of the atlas. 

https://www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths-detail
https://www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths-detail
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Encounter with a Bog-standard 
Moth! 
 

John Maskell, Worthing moth-er 
 

As birders Shena and I always begin each 
New Year with much enthusiasm and a 
determination to improve our “Year List” 

from previous annual efforts. Indeed we 
usually spend the first few days of each 
January visiting as many varied habitats as 
possible in an attempt to see as many 
different species as we can. And so it was 

on the very chilly afternoon of 7th January 
this year that we “enjoyed” a spell of sea-

watching at Shoreham Fort. Before long a biting south-west 
wind and a flask of coffee took effect and I made my way to the 
nearby public conveniences!  

 

Having been staring out to sea my eyes were streaming so I did 

not immediately focus on what was above the urinals. But on 
closer inspection I realised that I was looking at a Bloxworth 
Snout; a nice early record. Fortunately I had my little camera 
with me and took a quick snap before any newspaper reporter 
arrived!  

 

Colin Pratt later confirmed the Bloxworth as a male. Well it 
would be wouldn’t it? Shoreham likes to maintain its air of 
respectability! 

 

 



“The survey in 2018 has confirmed that the Heart Moth is extremely 
(perhaps increasingly) rare and threatened in the UK.” 

We love Heart Moth: the Search for 
Heart Moth in 2018 
 

Steve Wheatley, BC Senior Regional Officer, South East 
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This year at least 18 people were involved in a 

targeted search for the Heart Moth, from 

Sussex to Northamptonshire. Just eight were 

found - five in Surrey, two in Kent and one in 

Berkshire. Sadly none were found in Sussex 

despite searches at four locations. However, 

the results of the search did offer a glimmer of 

hope that Heart Moth might be found in 

Sussex. 

The survey in 2018 has confirmed 

that the Heart Moth is extremely 

(perhaps increasingly) rare and 

threatened in the UK. Since 2000 

the moth has been recorded in 

only 14 10km squares (across 5 

vice-counties). See map: 

 

This year none were found at 

Ashtead Common, near Epsom in 

Surrey, despite this previously 

being considered a Heart Moth 

stronghold, and only one was 
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 found at the other known stronghold, Windsor Great Park, 

despite there being 20 traps running. 

 

The survey was not helped by the cool nights (averaging 13 

degrees) and full moon right in the middle of the flight period. 

However, next year the flight period will coincide perfectly with 

the new moon. 

 

A cluster of records this millennium (including the five Surrey 

records this year) come from just over the border, West of Horley, 

suggesting this is a relative ‘hot-spot’ for the moth. So, if the moth 

is to be found in Sussex, these results suggests that the Crawley 

Down area is the place to search. 

This map shows priority Heart Moth areas. 
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The survey also helped to confirm the flight time and moth 

behaviour; records in 2018 were between 24 June and 6 July; all 

of the eight Heart Moths were recorded after midnight, six of 

them confirmed to have arrived at the trap on or after 1:30am. 

This late flight time suggests that the moth might be under-

recorded (several records this millennium being at garden moth 

traps checked first thing in the morning), but it is still very 

worrying that so few were found even with targeted searching. 

 

My thanks to the volunteers that stayed out late to look for the 

moth and for contributing their valuable data. In total 386 moth 

species were recorded including 16 nationally notable species. 

Thanks also to Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre for 

contributing some funding to the initiative. And thanks to Bob 

Foreman at the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre for making 

Heart Moth the SxBRC Species of the Month for June. 

 

More information is needed and more searches will take place in 

2019. If you’d like to be involved or want some suggestion of 

where to look, feel free to contact me. 

 

Steve Wheatley swheatley@butterfly-conservation.org  

 

 

 

mailto:swheatley@butterfly-conservation.org


 
 

 

 
2019 Moth Highlights 
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An Oleander Hawkmoth Daphnis nerii was photographed by 
Catrina Ferris on Worthing Station on 14th October, and it was 

still there the next day following heavy rain over night. Another 
was recorded in Worthing. 

Peter Coyston caught this stunning Sussex Emerald Thalera 
fimbrialis on 19th June in his Eastbourne actinic light trap. 

http://www.sussexmothgroup.org.uk/speciesData.php?taxonNum=1672
http://www.sussexmothgroup.org.uk/speciesData.php?taxonNum=1672
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A Scarce Tissue Hydria cervinalis (right) was caught by Pete Coyston in 

Eastbourne on 19th July and a Small Marbled Eublemma parva (left) on 

18th October. 
 

This immigrant Gold Twin-spot 

Chrysodeixis chalcites was in Caroline 

Moore’s Etchingham trap on 8th 

August. 

 
 

Mike Snelling’s 

Findon trap produced 

a Flame Brocade 

Trigonophora 

flammea and a Latin 

Callopistria juventina 

on 13th October. 

 

Charles Waters got a first for 

Sussex, Grey Aspen Bell, 

Epinotia cinereana, at the 

Scotney Estate on 13th July. 
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Seven records of Portland Ribbon Wave 

Idaea degeneraria came in during July 

and August, with records from Bexhill-

on-Sea, Bracklesham, Mountfield, 

Findon and Eastbourne. This photo is 

by Derek Lee.  
 

Scarce Bordered Straw Helicoverpa armigera 

featured in half a dozen moth traps in 

Herstmonceux, Bracklesham and Lewes. This 

photo was taken by Mike Mullis on 5th 

November. 

 

 

 

 

Scarce Chocolate-tip Clostera anachoreta recorded on 27th May at 

Winchelsea (left, by James Nye & Luci Collings) and Small Chocolate

-tip on 11th May at Herstmonceux (right, by Mike Mullis). 
 

Scarce Striped Grass-veneer 

Ancylolomia tentaculella was 

a first for Sussex and only the 

sixth national record, caught 

by Olly Ellis on 20th July in 

his Steyning garden. 
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There were several Convolvulus Hawkmoth records this year, 

including a caterpillar found in Chidham by Charles Waters on 19th 

October, and an adult nectaring on Evening Primrose in Dave & 

Penny Green’s Wisborough Green garden on 21st August. 

 

A Devon Carpet Lampropteryx 

otregiata (right) was recorded by 

Tony Davis, Dave Green, Mike 

Snelling and Derek Lee in West 

Sussex on 25th July. This was 

only Sussex’s third record of this 

species. On the same night the 

target moth, Feathered Beauty 

Peribatodes secundaria, was 

caught (photo below).  
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Seven records of Portland 

Ribbon Wave Idaea 

degeneraria came in 

during July and August, 

with records from Bexhill-

on-Sea, Bracklesham, 

Mountfield, Findon and, 

Eastbourne. This photo is 

by Derek Lee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14th July saw a Dark Crimson 

Underwing Catocala sponsa (left 

photo) in Dave and Penny Green’s 

garden trap (1 of 8 records in Sussex 

this year). For comparison here is Chris 

Ball’s Light Crimson Underwing 

Catocala promissa (right photo), in 

Hailsham on 4th July (1 of 2 records in 

Sussex this year). Chris included a 

photo of the underwing too. 

 



Sussex Moth Group Committee Contacts 

 

Chairman Dave Green dave@heatmat.co.uk 07717 478329 

Secretary Charles Waters c_waters3@sky.com 07841 029671 

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273 586780 

Webmaster Bob Foreman bob@littlesnails.com 01444 483745 

Treasurer Colin Piper a470qrts834@btinternet.com 01273 682483 

Newsletter Editor Penny Green sussexfairyshrimp@gmail.com 01403 701014 

 

 

 

    

Thursday 21st February:  

Speaker TBC  

Wednesday 1st May: 

AGM and Speaker TBC 

Thursday 25th July: 

Speaker TBC 

Tuesday 12th November: 

Speaker TBC 
 

All meetings start at 7.30pm and are held at the Henfield Village Hall, 

Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9DB, in the Garden Suite. The Village Hall is just 

off of the High Street (behind the Budgens supermarket) at TQ21571592 or 

look on their website:   

http://www.henfieldhall.co.uk/  

 

Thanks to all that contributed to this newsletter, don’t forget it’s 

only as good as the contributions that we receive. Thanks! Ed. 

Sussex Moth Group Indoor Meetings 

http://www.henfieldhall.co.uk/

