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Chairman’s Corner 
 

Due to a combination of circumstances including the lack of articles sent in, 

there were unfortunately no SMG newsletters in 2017, however 2018 is 

starting with this one and thank you to all our Members who sent in articles.  

Work on the Atlas of Britain and Ireland’s Larger Moths is under way and 

thank you to all of you who helped digitise historic records of the rarer 

moths of Sussex from Colin Pratt’s fantastic tomes. The addition of these 

records that were formally missing from the BRC database means that the 

final maps will be representative of the historic distribution of some of our 

rarer or now extinct species. Thank you also to Bob Foreman for his work on 

exporting these records to the NMRS. 

After many years of warnings it appears that 2018 may truly be the last year 

that our beloved 125W MV bulbs are available for purchase, with some eco-

logical suppliers already rationing their supply. A quick online search along 

the lines of “125W MV Bulb” will highlight a number of electrical wholesal-

ers who are still supplying the screw-in type (bayonet bulbs appear to al-

ready be out of stock) and they are advertised for as little as £7.20; it really 

is a matter of buy now while stocks last. The websites www.easy-

lightbulbs.com, www.lightingshopdirect.co.uk and 

www.lampshoponline.com are all still showing stock and have all already 

supplied bulbs to our Members. 

Finally, I would like to put a plea out to any Members who are able to con-

tribute articles to future newsletters, or who would be happy to give a talk 

to our group or can recommend suitable speakers. If you can help with the 

above please do get in touch.  

  Dave Green 
 



22  

Mothing Memories 
by David Burrows 

Some of the following memories have been written about in an earlier 
newsletter—so they come with apologies to the reader and a nostalgia-
fest for the writer.  
 
Growing up in the thirties and forties was when one came across insects 
on a scale beyond dreams today: you simply went about with your eyes 
open. When by just checking tree trunks on an average wood you were 
offered hours of moth spotting and, as other ancient ‘moth-ers’ will recall, 
one annual certainty and abiding image is that Red Underwing moths 
would always settle high up on telegraph poles, sometime in twos or 
threes. 
 
It follows, then, that sightings of caterpillars were on a greater scale than 
today. So this piece is about caterpillars in suburbia and the fact that in-
stead of searching fields and woods, with sweep-net or beating-tray, your 
average school kid was already familiar with many species. 
 
Although twice interrupted by evacuation, my schooling was entirely in 
the Croydon area. The walk to school was less than a mile and of mixed 
habitat: one third was shop-lined with a bus terminus, one third busy resi-
dential and the remainder across a public park rich with ancient elms and 
many other tree species. 
 
Before the age of eleven or twelve I would have been on nodding terms 
with five of our native species of hawk-moth larvae by just walking to 
school—it really was that easy. 
 
Larvae of Eyed, Lime and Poplar Hawk-moth were so plentiful at pupation 
time they could be counted when they were seen descending tree trunks 
(even those ‘street trees’) or crossing pavements. The handsome caterpil-
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lars of Privet Hawk-moths with purple and white striped skins of ‘Granny 
Smiths’ green were given away by their large black droppings (‘dobblers’ in 
schoolboy speak!) beneath some of the privet hedges. For the larvae of El-
ephant Hawk-moths you needed to scramble across the bomb-sites where 
the foodplant always flourished. 
 
Half a mile in the other direction was a smaller park partly bounded by a 
closely planted row of Lombardy Poplar whose trunks sprouted leafy 
growth from head height. Here you found the showy larvae of Poplar Grey 
and sometimes White Satin, but always some Poplar Kitten and Puss 
Moth, whose tough cocoons of chewed bark from earlier generations 
would still be spotted on the trunks. Bingham Park also had a row of mas-
sive, decaying, elms - during wartime, with all able-bodied men ‘otherwise 
engaged’  the parks were in the hands of ancient park-keepers, and ‘elf ‘n’ 
safety’ hadn’t even been thought of. On warm summer evenings, before 
locking-up time, a gaggle of folk would gather to watch the many Stag 
Beetles take flight. 
 
Meanwhile, there being no need to plan out of town trips to ‘the country’ 
those 1940’s larvae continued to offer themselves on fences, tree trunks 
and pavements. The average pavement then, at pupation time or after 
strong winds, would yield various sized caterpillars of common species: 
the Pale Tussock with its ‘tooth-brush’ dorsal tufts; the gaudy Knotgrass; 
there was always a wandering Grey Dagger with its ‘forward periscope,’ all 
of them quite glamorous creatures yet turning in to fairly plain adult 
moths. The Sycamore is another grey moth - but its caterpillar stage is far 
from that, with punk-like tufts of yellow and orange hair, and a central 
parting of black-edged white diamonds. 
 
Another favourite find (and we’re still talking pavements) was the birch-
feeding Miller larvae that sports a pale whitish-green Donald Trump 
bouffant hair-do. Croydon Borough Council (as was, I think it’s now Great-
er London) had an excellent programme of street  tree-planting and the 
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local addresses of Birch Tree way and Birchanger Road bear witness to 
this today. 
 
Good numbers of speedily crawling Buff-tip caterpillars would find them-
selves beneath the defoliated branches of street limes after a gale -   
some got trodden on. Back then, Garden Tiger moth larvae were in every 
waste patch (we don’t have them any more, do we?) and back garden, 
and we even had woolly bear races with ‘em. Cream-spot and Ruby Tiger 
completed the hat-trick, plus ‘The Ermines’. 
 
With something of a reputation as a ‘town moth’ the formidable looking 
Goat Moth larvae was a regular ‘pavement find,’ a finger-thick monster 
equipped with pincer-like mandibles needed for its several-year life-cycle 
spent boring through living tree trunks. 
 
Every garden with a Euonymus hedge held a population of Magpie Moth 
larvae together with their conspicuous yellow-banded pupae. Here they 
would often be accompanied by nests of the micro-moth Spindle Ermine 
larvae. 
 
A final species that still deserves ‘town status’ is the Vapourer - last year 
one was brought to me that had been found on ‘street furniture’ in the 
centre of Hastings. When newly hatched from the egg it is believed that 
they are ‘distributed on the breeze’ like gossamer spiderlings, and seem 
to be able to feed on almost any plant they land on. 
 
Two books worth looking at: 
 
“Caterpillars of the British Isles” by Jim Porter (Viking Press) - a photo 
guide 
 
“A Field Guide to Caterpillars” by D. J. Carter (Collins)- illustrated by  
Brian Hargreaves (late artist of Rye) 
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Coastal Coincidences 
by John Maskell 

As related in previous articles in this publication, I 
enjoy encountering literary and musical connections 
with moths. Recently one such coincidental 
“meeting” occurred on the final day of this year’s 
National Moth Nights when I attended a revival per-
formance of N.C. Hunter’s (1908 – 1971) ‘A Day By 
The Sea’ at Southwark Playhouse. Set in 1953 it is, 
as the title might suggest, a charming evocation of a 
family gathering at a house by the sea in Dorset. 
However, as the plot develops we see the charac-
ters reassessing their purpose. The original produc-
tion included such theatrical luminaries as John 
Gielgud, Ralph Richardson and Sybil Thorndike with 
the former also directing proceedings.  
 
 
 
During a casual coastal conversation two of the characters describe a 
moth that they observed on a tree trunk earlier in the day. The elderly pa-
triarch, clearly suffering from partial dementia, suddenly rouses from a 
deckchair doze to declare it to be a Poplar Hawk-moth … which in turn ex-
cites his carer, a drunken G.P., to relate his youthful hobby of collecting 
moths. 
 
This brief interlude got me thinking about my own Sphingidae encounters 
and the realisation that this year they have, for some unknown reason, 
been completely absent from our MV trap for the first time since 2006, 
when we started trapping in our maritime Worthing garden. To date our 
humble plot has been visited by eight hawk-moth species: Elephant, Eyed, 
Humming-bird, Lime, Pine, Poplar, Privet and Small Elephant. The one I’d 
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really like to record is the Convolvulus but, despite my annual growing of 
nicotiana, this large beast has so far evaded us. 

Johns’ hawk-moths, from top left to bottom right: Privet, Lime, Eyed, Pop-
lar, Small Elephant, Elephant. 
 
 
Continuing the coastal theme, more than nine years ago whilst Shena was 
abroad, I was pursuing my birding interest with a spot of solo twitching. 
After work on Friday 6th June 2008 I drove over to Telscombe Cliffs to 
“connect” with a real UK rarity in the form of a Trumpeter Finch. Whilst 
enjoying good views of this predominantly North African species I 
bumped into two other birders, our good friends Penny and Dave Green. 
After “feasting” on the Trumpeter Finch the conversation drifted to moth-
ing. Penny and Dave had, the previous night, caught a Spurge Hawk-moth 
which was currently dozing in their Shoreham-by-Sea refrigerator. Did I 
want to see it and perhaps join them for a bite to eat? For some inexplica-
ble reason I declined both offers.  
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At the time I didn’t appreciate the moth’s rarity… and for nearly a decade 
the Sussex Moth Group’s Chairman has never missed an opportunity to 
remind me of my “dip” near the sea! To rub sea salt into the wound I note 
that the latest edition of Waring et al.’s popular macro field guide main-
tains a 2008 Sussex reference, albeit anonymous, to the Green’s rarity. 
Hindsight can be wonderfully wise! So, looking forwards, I hope that 
hawk-moths will again feature in our garden next year. 
 
References: 

Pratt, Colin R. A Complete History of the Butterflies & Moths of Sussex, 

Volume 3. C.R.Pratt, 2011 

Waring, Townsend & Lewington. Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain 

& Ireland: 3rd Edition. Bloomsbury, 2017. 

‘A Day By The Sea’- Play programme booklet. Southwark Playhouse, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Spurge Hawk-moth 2008, Shoreham-by-Sea 
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La Noctuelle Purpurine 
by David Burrows 

I was introduced to the completely unspoilt St. Dunstan’s Farm at Warble-
ton 20 years ago, when the owners David and June Hobden were then 
running a special weekend of nature study—covering wildflowers, insects 
and other orders—on their ‘time-warp’ property. It is a field studies 
‘Mecca’ having never received sprays or fertilisers. 
 
On that night (as is often the case) any moths of note were in short sup-
ply, but it was memorable for a count of over 200 Treble Lines C. trigram-
mica in one Robinson moth trap. 
 
So in late September this year when Ralph Hobbs phoned to say would I 
like to join a trap-opening on the farm. Hoping for some early autumn 
species, I went along.  
 
Ralph’s bespoke trap had already been sheeted over before we arrived. 
This moth trap uses the same diameter collar as a regular Robinson, over 
a deeper base which allows more half egg-trays than usual to all stand 
vertically and thus doubling the moth accommodation.  
 
As the trap was unveiled we soon saw that it was fairly bristling with 
twitchy hornets; with as many as six on one egg-tray and a count of about 
thirty to carefully avoid. 
 
We recorded a decent mixture of seasonal regulars and some excitement 
at the half-way stage with the appearance of a Clifden Nonpareil (they’re 
everywhere now...) that was duly admired and photographed. Later, be-
neath the final egg-tray, a second fraxini. Other onlookers that morning 
included a couple from Lewes with their grandson - and we all watched as 
the lad gave two Blue Underwings their freedom to take wing and climb 
above the barn roof in to a blue sky. 
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Conversation then veered to a field trip at the farm back in the summer 
when David and Ralph recorded a Beautiful Marbled there, and I revealed 
that such a creature was high on my wish list: as small as a manicured fin-
ger-nail, this little moth is breath-takingly pretty. 
 
Next morning , 25th September, I returned home after going through the 
Brede trap (171 moths in 32 species). I approached the Skinner trap, 
which is placed close to the boundary fence. There, fully exposed on the 
Perspex sheet, sat an immaculate example of the aforementioned dream 
moth and I heard myself say “Oh, you darling!” before swiftly potting it. 
 
I should’ve gone straight out to get me a Lottery ticket. Our resident Robin 
who I, unwisely, encourage by feeding common moths from my fingers 
must have been off-duty that morning. Phew! The memories are in the 
camera. 
 
 
 
  
 
We are looking for some Blastobasis lactocollela for a research project. 
Could you send any that you find to the address below please. Also we’d 
be grateful to know of any good sites that we could trap at.  
Many thanks, Chantelle Jay 
  
Dr Chantelle Jay |Research Entomologist and Hort KE Fellow 
Pest and Pathogen Ecology for Sustainable Crop Management  
NIAB-EMR | New Road, East Malling, Kent, ME19 6BJ 
  
chantelle.jay@emr.ac.uk 
01732 523751  

07759 407552  

Blastobasis lactocollela  
needed for research 

mailto:chantelle.jay@emr.ac.uk
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On 27th August 2017 I found a small (c10mm) brown pupa on the outside 
frame of our white, uPVC back door. This door faces due south and re-
ceives sun, when there is any, for much of the day at this time of year. The 
pupa had not been there the day before.  I carefully collected it and kept 
it in a container, which I inspected daily. 
 
On 6th September – some ten days later – the container held a fresh, fe-
male Light Brown Apple Moth (Epiphyas postvittana). 
 
To those of us interested in moths, that transformation will come as no 
surprise, but having never had cause to check the life cycle of this species 
I certainly WAS surprised at the rapidity of the process. 
 
This set me thinking. I realize that there are good scientific explanations of 
the events which happen within the case of the pupa and which lead to 
the emergence of the adult moth. And maybe the public at large is aware, 
albeit perhaps sketchily, of what goes on. But if, in the distant days of 
witches and dragons, the village elders had told me that this transfor-
mation was the act of a magician I think I would have believed them! 
 
 

Magic at Mountfield 
by Robin Harris 
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UK Moth Recorders’ Meeting 2018  

Our eighth UK Moth Recorders’ Meeting will be held on Saturday 27 Janu-
ary 2018 at the Birmingham and Midland Institute, central Birmingham. 
The programme is currently being drawn up and will be available in due 
course, please check www.butterfly-conservation.org/UKMRM for details. 
As always, there will be plenty of time to mingle and chat with fellow 
moth enthusiasts and shop. The attending stall holders who are con-
firmed to date are Atropos, Hachiware Art and Watkins & Doncaster. If 
there is anything specific that you might require, please contact the trad-
ers in advance who can take pre-orders for collection on the day. Advance 
booking is essential via www.butterfly-conservation.org/UKMRM. The 
registration fee is £10.00 per person and includes morning tea/coffee and 
a buffet lunch all subsidised from Butterfly Conservation budgets.  
 
In the October E-Moths Newsletter: 
 
Autumn is here again according to the chilly misty mornings, falling 
leaves, not to mention the moths to be found in the trap. In recent weeks 
there have been many sightings of Clifden Nonpareil, it’s had its best year 
ever in Devon with eight individuals, all recorded during September. To 
our knowledge the moth has also been seen in Somerset, Wiltshire, 
Gloucestershire, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Sussex, Kent, Hertfordshire, 
Suffolk and South Wales. Apologies for any omissions, there may well be 
more sightings but they’re not all submitted in way that we can report on 
them in a timely fashion.  
 
National Moth Recording Scheme update  
The National Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS) database now holds an in-
credible 25 million moth records. Almost three-quarters of these are re-
cent records (from 2000 onwards). The map to the on the next page 
shows the density of recent macro-moth records at 10km resolution.  

National News 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/UKMRM
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/UKMRM
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Since June of this year Les Evans-Hill has imported 1.8 million macro-moth 
records. The five vice-counties that have grown the most in terms of the 
number of records are as follows: VC49 Caernarvon 2029% increase; VC51 
Flintshire 301% increase; VC102 South Ebudes 147% increase; VC97 West 
Inverness 99% increase and VC26 West Suffolk 58% increase in records. 
Many thanks to the moth recording community and to the County Moth 
Recorders in particular who do a fantastic job of collating and verifying 
the records locally prior to submission to the NMRS.  
 
Work towards the Atlas of 
Britain and Ireland’s Larg-
er Moths in now starting 
in earnest. The data are 
imported, the provisional 
maps have been pro-
duced ready for checking, 
images are being sourced 
and the species accounts 
will be drafted shortly – 
we have some busy 
months ahead of us.  
 
The number of micro-
moth records in the 
NMRS continues to in-
crease too. We have re-
ceived 1.3 million records 
from 58 vice-counties. 
Many thanks to all in-
volved.  
 

 

National News 
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I’m sure that we all regularly experience 
that ‘frisson’ as we approach a fresh 
moth trap and wonder what treasures 
will be sheltering inside. This year we 
have experienced that excitement on 
several occasions during our trapping 
sessions in our Worthing garden. Nota-
ble macro additions to the garden list in 
2017 have been Oak Beauty, Clouded 
Border, Birch Mocha and Clay Triple 
Lines. Frustratingly the former appeared 
as a kit-of-parts on 9th March after re-
ceiving the attention of a Robin and required forensic techniques to confirm its iden-
tity!  We felt very sad that a “new” visitor should have been so cruelly despatched. 
However, our disappointment was short-lived as a healthy specimen was trapped 6 
days later and dutifully posed for a snap without the attention of a Robin! 

Assembling Moth Records! 
by John Maskell 

https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/sussex-biodiversity-records-centre/sussex-biological-recorders-seminar-2018
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Dennis Chanter caught this  

Four-spotted in Eastbourne on 

20th July. Colin Pratt notes that 

it is the first record for Sussex 

since 1953. 

It’s a priority species in the UK 

Biodiversity Action Plan, seeing 

a significant decline since the 

1970’s. It used to be widely rec-

orded in the southern half of 

England, East Anglia and East 

Midlands but now appears to be 

very local in southern and south

-eastern England with the occa-

sional probable immigrant. 

It’s a day-flying moth that can be fund nec-

taring at it’s foodplant Field Bindweed, and 

will also come to light after dark. It’s larvae 

can be found after dark feeding on the 

leaves of Field Bindweed. 

 

This article is based on information taken from  

Butterfly Conservation’s website, take a look for more information on its 

habitat and life-cycle:  

https://butterfly-conservation.org/files/four-spotted-psf.pdf   

Local News 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/files/four-spotted-psf.pdf


Chairman Dave Green dave@heatmat.co.uk 07717 478329 

Secretary Charles Waters c_waters3@sky.com 07841 029671 

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273 586780 

Webmaster Bob Foreman bob@littlesnails.com 01444 483745 

Treasurer Colin Piper a470qrts834@btinternet.com 01273 682483 

Newsletter Editor Penny Green penny@daveandpen.co.uk 01403 701014 

Sussex Moth Group Committee  
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Moth Group Meetings 2018 

 All meetings held at 7.30pm at Henfield Village Hall: 

    

   Wednesday 21st February:  

   Speaker TBC  

   Thursday 26th April: 

   AGM and Speaker TBC 

   Thursday 19th July: 

   Conversazione! 

   Tuesday 13th November: 

   Round up of 2018 mothing 
 

All meetings are at the Henfield Village Hall, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9DB, in the 

Garden Suite. The Village Hall is just off of the High Street (behind the Budgens  

supermarket) at TQ21571592 or look on their website:   

http://www.henfieldhall.co.uk/  

  

http://www.henfieldhall.co.uk/

