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Chairman’s Corner 
 

Sadly, during 2016 John Radford passed away and Sussex lost one of its fore-

most moth-ers and entomologists. It seems fitting that Jacob Everitt high-

lights Radford’s Flame Shoulder in his report from the Scilly Isles, and there 

is a short piece highlighting John’s entomological work in Sussex on page 15. 

A small group of Sussex moth-ers made it up to Birmingham in January for 

the National Conference for Moth Recorders which is organised by Butterfly 

Conservation. This year there were again a wide variety of talks and it was 

also great to be able to meet up with fellow moth-ers from all around the 

UK. There was a reminder that work on the Macro Moth Atlas (which is due 

for publication in 2018) will start in earnest soon; all records need to be with 

the recording scheme by 31st March 2017, so if you haven't already sent 

your records in please do so soon to ensure they will be included. 

In late-March and April I will be championing the search for Sloe Carpet 

which has records from only two sites in Sussex in recent years. This species 

appears to depend on unmanaged blackthorn scrub, usually away from cal-

careous soils, and if you think you know anywhere that may be worth trying 

please get in touch. More details of this BAP species are available here. 

If you happen to notice any Hop plants growing in Sussex hedgerows this 

spring please make a note of the location so you can check them this au-

tumn for the very obvious mines of Cosmpoterix zieglerella, a species which 

is currently increasing in Sussex. 

I would like to end by saying a huge thank you to Alice Parfitt for all she has 

done for the group while Treasurer; her tenure ended last year, and thank 

you to Colin Piper who has taken over her mantle. 

   Dave Green 
 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/1.sloe-carpet-species-factsheet.pdf
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Fiona Tait purchased an ancient woodland in 2009 and would like to have some 
moth-ers in to record what she has there.  The wood is called Northland Wood and 
is near Chailey Common. Fiona can provide car parking spaces and a camp fire for 
anyone interested. Please contact Fiona on fiona@northland.org.uk or take a look at 
her website: www.northland.org.uk  

Moth trappers needed 

http://www.northland.org.uk/
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Vanessa the Vapourer 
By Neil Hulme 

Over two days in September the bizarre life of the flightless female  
Vapourer Moth was played out in our Worthing back garden. The moth 
emerged at 14:15 on 12 September, having been nurtured over the  
previous weeks by my five-year-old daughter, Mia, who found the cater-
pillar in a local park (she's now got three species on the go). 
 
An amorous male Vapourer came calling at 15:39 and was gone by 15:48. 
By 16:40 she was laying eggs and in just a few hours she had squeezed 
out more than 130. It seems rather sad that she had nothing now to do, 
other than wait for her life to ebb away. She died during the afternoon of 
13 September, having moved no further than 1 centimetre.  

 

Male Vapourer arrives  

Female Vapourer freshly emerged  



Continued…. 
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Vapourer pair in cop 

Female Vapourer with 130 ova 
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My Mothing Partner  
by John Maskell 

Mothing can be a lonely pursuit at times, but things have taken a turn for 

me this Autumn as one of my neighbours has become an enthusiastic 

moth-er and has attended all of my moth trap “openings”. It’s quite un-

canny as I often set the trap on the spur of the moment. Yet somehow he 

always turns up for the breakfast opening. He’s often there within 

minutes of my walking down the garden. He’ll suddenly squeeze through 

the hedge and take up a suitable perch to observe proceedings. Usually 

the first thing I notice is his chirpy “whistle”. “Oh, it’s you again,” is my 

customary greeting. And there he’ll sit watching the egg boxes being ex-

amined, contents noted and the potting of interesting specimens for clos-

er examination and/or photographing. He becomes particularly animated 

when any moths fly off. He’s always quick off the mark and invariably 

catches the escapees. Fortunately Robin just missed the Dewick’s Plusia 

sitting on the outside of the trap on the morning of 4th October for his ap-

petite for moths seems to be insatiable. It’s a good job that one of my 

other hobbies is birding! 
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The Jersey Mocha that wasn’t 
by Derek Lee 

I found this Mocha species 
in the trap here in Brack-
lesham on 16th October and 
immediately noticed the 
lack of a dark ring around 
the white discal spot. It 
looked to me to be a possi-
ble Jersey Mocha as I had 
been led to believe that the 
lack of this dark ring was a 
reliable indicator of Jersey Mocha.  

So I sent a photo to Colin Pratt and awaited his confirmation. However, 
Colin’s reply was “Hmm – I’m not too sure about that – I think it will need 
to be gen-detted”. I subsequently checked the genitalia and found that 
my moth was indeed a male Blair’s Mocha – a very variable species and 
one of which variations is clearly the lack of a dark ring around the discal 
spot! 

 

For me this was proof of the 
need for “gen-detting” in cas-
es where there is any doubt 
as to the validity of a rarity 
claim and also a lesson not to 
rely on just one identifying 
feature when looking at a 
moth. 
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Moth trapping on the Isles of Scilly 
by Jacob Everitt 

Every October a couple of friends and I make an annual pilgrimage to the 
Isles of Scilly which is situated 28 miles SW of Land’s End, Cornwall. This 
is mainly a birdwatching holiday with the vague hope of the Gulf Stream 
blowing a few lost birds across the Atlantic! However in recent years I 
have taken a moth trap over as part of my luggage and gradually have 
talked Ian Barnard and Justin Atkinson into trapping too. This year was 
our best year to date running two actinic traps at a few locations on St 
Mary’s as well as nightly dusking looking mainly at flowering Ivy. 
 

The geographical position of the Scillies archipelago make it a very inter-
esting place to trap with a very good chance of some exciting migrant 
moths turning up. In total this year we caught 4329 moths of 71 species 
in just over two weeks of trapping and dusking. A single of many of the 
species trapped below would make my year in the garden trap, however 
on Scillies some are regularly caught such as Scarce Bordered Straw and 
The Delicate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Golden Twin-spot  
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The table below gives a breakdown of the migrant moths trapped this 

year: 

 
 
The undoubted highlights of this year’s efforts were the Radford’s Flame 
Shoulder and the Golden Twin-spot both 
of which were new moths for all of us. It is 
of interest to note that both of these 
moths were taken nectaring on Ivy flowers 
shortly after dusk. Perhaps a method that 
is underused in Sussex and it would be in-
teresting to see the results of a concerted 
effort along the coast in particular. 
 
Being a self-contained series of islands it is perhaps not too surprising 
that the Isles of Scilly have a few of their own subspecies. Both Feathered 
Ranunculus and Lesser Yellow Underwing are the most obvious and 
attractive that we have caught and both are regular at the traps. I should 
add here that not all of the moths caught are the Scilly subspecies how-
ever and we have caught both varieties each year. 
 

 

 

Rusty Dot Pearl 943 The Delicate 10 

White Speck 684 Bloxworth Snout 9 

Rush Veneer 289 Clancy’s Rustic 5 

Silver Y 212 Crocidosema plebejana 4 

Diamond-back Moth 105 The Vestal 2 

Turnip Moth 74 Golden Twin-spot 1 

Dark Sword-grass 57 Radford’s Flame Shoulder 1 

Pearly Underwing 37 Four-spotted Footman 1 

Scarce Bordered Straw 15 Convolvulous Hawk-moth 1 

L-album Wainscot 13 Blair’s Mocha 1 

The Gem 13 Palpita vitrealis 1 
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There were also some fantastic moths trapped by others on the islands 
whilst we were there which included several Death’s-head Hawkmoth, 
Cosmopolitan and singles of Dewick’s Plusia and Porter’s Rustic. I am 
looking forward to next year already, even if the birds were awful in 
2016! 
 
 
 
 
Jake took a series of photos to show the larval stages of Metzeria lapella 
in Greater Burdock collected from Castle Hill, Newhaven on 07/02/16.  

Lesser Yellow Undwering ssp. sagittifer 

Metzneria lapella 
by Jacob Everitt 

Feathered Ranunculus ssp. scillonea 
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How did you do that? 
Some techniques for preserving larval leaf mines  

by Ian Masters 

At the November SMG meeting I exhibited the leaf mines formed by larvae of 

a number of species of microlepidoptera. I had originally put this display to-

gether for the 2016 British Entomological and Natural History Society (BENHS) 

Exhibition. A frequently asked question during our evening at Henfield was 

‘How do you do that?’ So here is a brief description. 

The first step involves drying the leaves but the method is dependent on the 

structure of the mine.  

If it is confined to the interior of the leaf as a gallery or blotch (eg the mines 

produced by Cameraria ohridella and Lyonetia clerkella) the leaf is placed be-

tween layers of tissue or blotting paper, together with relevant data, and then 

‘pressed’ for a few weeks. The weight provided by a few large books is suffi-

cient. A flower press can also be used.  

Alternatively, if it has disrupted the external architecture of the leaf and creat-

ed, say, a blister (eg the mines produced by Parornix anglicella and Phyl-

lonorycter harrisella) pressing the leaf could damage diagnostic features. So a 

leaf with this type of mine is put in a small envelope which, in turn, is placed 

inside an airy box for protection. Again, relevant data should accompany the 

leaf. 

The dried leaves are then mounted.  

Leaves which have been pressed because they have gallery or blotch mines 

are ‘sandwiched’ between two sheets of self-adhesive book-covering film. The 

leaf and its data label are arranged on the first sheet (which is cut over-size) 

and the second sheet (which is also cut over-size) is then placed on top, taking 

care not to trap large air bubbles. Having over-sized sheets at this stage avoids 

the need for perfect alignment when the second sheet is laid down. Once the 
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upper sheet has been positioned, the mount is trimmed to the desired size us-

ing a scalpel and straight-edge. I cut completed mounts to 17.5 X 11.5 cm 

since this size enables the mount to be slid into a pocket of a slip-in photo al-

bum for storage and display purposes. The mount can be removed and the 

mine inspected with a lens or under a microscope whenever needed. (Thanks 

to Ian Sims for recommending this method). 

Leaves with blister and other ‘3-dimensional’ mines are glued to coleoptera 

mounting cards. I use denture fixative for card mounts of genitalia. Strange 

but true! (Thanks to Brian Elliott for this advice). The advantage is strong ad-

hesion yet the possibility of easy separation of the specimen from the card be-

cause the fixative is water-soluble. So, for the same reason, I use it for gluing 

the leaves to their mounting cards. To ensure good contact of the leaf with the 

fixative, I pin braces of polyporous pith across the specimen until the glue has 

dried. When the braces have been removed the card, with leaf attached, can 

be pinned into a display box or cabinet drawer. The pin also carries the data 

label. If storage space is at a premium it is not necessary to mount the whole 

leaf; surplus portions can be removed and the mine, with a small boundary of 

leaf, can be glued to the card instead. Have a go! 
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Marshmallow Moths at Rye 
taken from www.rxwildlife.info & 

www.wildrye.info 

Chris Bentley reports: 

Back in 1999 we started a project to increase the number of Marshmal-
low (Althaea officinalis) plants to secure their future and to attract the 
endangered Marsh Mallow Moth (Hydraecia osseola) to breed. It has 
been a long time, involving many volunteers, but last September the first 
adult moth was located within the 2200+ flowering spikes at Castle Wa-
ter. So a big thank-you to all who have helped. 

Over several years we collected seed from the few plants growing at Cas-
tle Water and Castle Farm and distributed them to volunteers and to 
Plumpton College to grow in pots. Then the plants were planted out on 
workparties, mostly at Castle Water but also at other sites around the 
Nature Reserve. We also scattered seed in suitable wetland areas. The 
plants did well very quickly, but it’s taken much longer for the moths to 
find them suitable. 
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The Moth has a very restricted distribution in UK with several sites on 
Romney Marshes and one in North Kent. This has been the subject of a 
Butterfly Conservation project funded by Natural England. Find out more 
about the moth by clicking here or the plant by clicking here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flight period is quite late, running from late August to the start of Oc-
tober, so for the last few years I have been visiting Castle Water after dark 
during September to try to find this elusive beastie and last night I was 
successful for the first time, finding this fellow clinging to a marsh mallow 
stem. This is only second record from the planted area in recent years, so 
while breeding isn't proven it's promising that we are at least starting to 
find adults around the plants. Watch this space!   

 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/1866-1675/marsh-mallow-moth.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Althaea_officinalis
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John Radford 
Piece taken from Colin Pratt’s ‘A Complete History of the 

Butterflies and Moths of Sussex’ Volume 1, page 12 

John Tindall Radford - Born in 1935 and a teacher early on, Radford ar-
rived at “Bramblings” in West Walberton Lane at Walberton, West Sus-
sex in 1973. he became a successful bookseller, dealing chiefly by post 
and at book fairs, which gave him time to devote to all of the moths. It 
was quickly discovered that by chance he had stumbled upon the most 
advantageous area for moths in the county - by the end of the 2010 
1,242 species of lepidoptera had been accurately identified. Not only 
that, but it was the best domestic site in the whole of the UK—and 
moreover, only the New Forest and Dungeness, with more than a centu-
ry of recording in each, exceeded Walberton in its attraction for the Lep-
idoptera (Grundy, 2009), latterly where up to 40 mv lights can some-
times be seen at once. Also interested in other groups of fauna, John 
Radford has worked assiduously identifying the moths that have come 
to two mv lights run at his bungalow. He also ran mobile lights placed in 
a range of classic western habitats, these ranging from the heathery 
commons at Stedham and Ambersham, the oak woods at Petworth, the 
wetlands at Arundel, the downs at Fairmile Bottom, and the shingled 
cost at Pagham Harbour. A massive card index system has been collated, 
detailing daily Lepidoptera records from West Sussex—species by spe-
cies-for approaching 40 years. A representative collection has also been 
maintained, this being the most important Sussex conglomeration of mi-
cro-moths for 100 years. Radford is a giant figure amongst the modern 
locally resident entomologists. He has personally added more to our 
knowledge of the species of moths that occur in Sussex than any other 
enthusiast since the 19th century pioneers. A self assessment is of “a 
Yorkshire man, through and through”, and this is true, and beneath a re-
served, bluff, and brittle exterior, he is a very talented man. 
 
John sadly passed away in 2016 but leaves a lifetime’s work as a legacy. 
John’s wife Rosemary will continue to trap in their Walberton garden. 



Chairman Dave Green dave@heatmat.co.uk 07717 478329 

Secretary Wendy Alexander wkalexander@btinternet.com 01424 212894 

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273 586780 

Webmaster Bob Foreman bob@littlesnails.com 01444 483745 

Treasurer Colin Piper a470qrts834@btinternet.com 01273 682483 

Newsletter Editor Penny Green penny@daveandpen.co.uk 01403 701014 

Sussex Moth Group Committee  
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Moth Group Meetings 2017 

 All meetings held at 7.30pm at Henfield Village Hall: 

    

   Wednesday 15th February:  

   Graeme Lyons, moth records for SWT Reserves  

   Friday 21st April: 

   AGM and Speaker TBC 

   Thursday 20th July: 

   Conversazione! 

   Tuesday 14th November: 

   Round up of 2017 mothing 
 

All meetings are now at the Henfield Village Hall, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9DB, in 

the Garden Suite. The Village Hall is just off of the High Street (behind the Budgens 

supermarket) at TQ21571592 or look on their website:   

http://www.henfieldhall.co.uk/contact_us.html  

  


